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CHANGES IN THEFORCE 


Chief Greg Suhr vows to make 
changes at the SFPD. Will 

it satisfy the Mario Woods 
protesters? 

By Chris Roberts 
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LETTERS 


TWITTER’S 
LOCAL COLOR 


He’s hip to all the PC terms: It’s 
nice that in 2016 the non-communities 
of color in the LGBT community won't 
be looked at as minority (“Twitter Hires 
a White Dude to Lead its Diversity Ef- 
forts,” Jeremy Lybarger, The Snitch, 
12/30/15). Before you claim I don’t un- 
derstand my white privilege, I under- 
stand I clearly have advantages in the 
world, but we should not discount mem- 
bers of the LGBT community who are 
non people of color leading diversity ef- 
forts inside corporate offices. Andy 1 


We're saying Twitter shouldn't 
have hired a white guy: So a person 
not of color can’t be a thoughtful advo- 
cate of equal opportunity, of human re- 
sources, of the needs of the company? Is 
that what you're saying? Sounds like that 
is what you're saying! ?! 

Steven_Torrey 


It'd be nice if he was a woman in- 
stead: So you don’t care about his abil- 
ity to do his job or the content of his 
character? All that matters to you is the 
color of his skin? Waldo 


CAUTION: 


“How is it that commuting in the most prosperous city in the U.S. Is shit 
compared to places like Bangkok, mainland China, and Mexico City?’ 


muting in the most prosperous city in 
the U.S. is shit compared to places like 
Bangkok, mainland China, and Mexico 
City? Thankfully, [live in S.E proper and 
take BART maybe once a month, but I’m 
honestly not sure why we put up with 
this kind of shit. I’m looking at you too, 
Muni. Brandon Raper 


COME OUT BLAZING 


Free the weed: Sean Parker’s greedy 
pig initiative doesn’t represent sick and 
dying patients who need others with 
grow space to provide them free canna- 
bis (“Predictions — and Questions — for 
2016,” Chris Roberts, 12/31/15). I will 
fight this greedy gatekeeper’s initiative 
with what little strength I have left, 
along with my sick friends. We aren't 
fooled by the rich trying to get richer 
while others go to jail. If the crap does 
pass, expect revolt! 

Denise Dorey 


NATURE’S POCKET 


You can't buy this kind of conve- 
nience: I have a friend whose daughter, 
when she was very young, used to store 
stuff in her [vagina] — change, rocks, 
small pieces of wood — so shoving a 
speaker in there isn’t so far off. (“Get 
Your Unborn Child Hooked on Music 
With this Vaginal MP3 Speaker,” Jessie 
Schiewe, All Shook Down, 1/4/15). Seri- 
ously? What drugs are you guys on? 
Mel Greene 


THIRD WORLD TRANSIT 


Never heard this one before: Dirt- 
poor countries around the world have 
better public transport than S.F.! (“BART 
Raised Fares and Then Bored You Into 
Not Noticing,” Adam Brinklow, The 
Snitch, 12/30/15). How is it that com- 
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BRANDON RAPEI 


Personal books are the worst: 
Meanwhile, we all get to continue being 
harassed by the destitute and suffer 
other daily situations while the lazy 
BART workers with their lovely attitude: 
ignore the problems around them while 
chatting it up with each other or reading 
personal books in their booths. Jennti- 
fer Morgan 


CORRECTION 


In “Will SFPD Chief Greg Suhr Leave the 
SFPD Before He can Fix It?” (Chris Rob- 
erts, 12/31/15), we misstated the numbe: 
of fatal police shootings in San Francisco. 
There were six fatal police shootings in th 
city in 2015. SF Weekly regrets the error. 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, emai 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length ani 
clarity, and must include your name, address 
and daytime phone number (for confirmatio! 
only). We prefer letters intended for publicatio 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: 415-777-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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SF’s Hottest Neighborhood 


Mission real estate Is literally on fire. What's causing the area to burn? The Fire Department doesn't know yet. 


By Noah Arroyo 


San Francisco real estate is 
cooling off — at least when it comes to 
structure fires. During the previous de- 
cade, fires in San Francisco have been 
on a gradual decline, from a peak of 350 
fires in 2007 to a 10-year low of 186 in 
2045, 

But not in the Mission. 
There, fires have blazed ata 
relatively steady rate of about 
17 conflagrations per year. nN 
By the last week of 2015, 
there had been 19 fires in the 
Mission, including the fatal fire 
last January at 20th and Mis- 
sion streets that left almost 60 
people homeless. 

Why does the Mission 
continue to burn? 

“That’s a good question,” 
says Fire Department Dep- 
uty Chief Daniel De Cossio, 
San Francisco’s current fire 
marshal. 

He doesn’t have an an- 
swer, though he posits it 
might have something to do 
with the construction common in 
the Mission. Buildings in the city’s 
most in-demand neighborhood 
tend to be old, made of wood, and 
packed tightly together. 

In December, De Cossio’s staff 
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Contracts 


City College decides the 
time to fix years of deferred 
maintenace is now. 


by Alexander Mullaney 
Last March, City College of San 


Francisco sounded an alarm. Years of 


deferred maintenance have left the 


school’s roughly two million square 
feet of property throughout the city 
in dire need of $270 million worth of 
“emergency repairs. 

But this is not a typical emer- 
gency — nor is the manner in 
which CCSF is handling the crisis. 

In December, Susan Lamb, the 
school’s interim chancellor, asked 
City College’s elected Board of 
Trustees to declare an “emergency 
situation.” That would allow the 
college to suspend competitive bid- 
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published a report intended to allay 
fears that arson was behind a recent 
spate of fires. Out of more than 60 
fires in the Mission over the last four 
years, only one was determined to be 
arson, according to the Fire Depart- 
ment — which at that time also dis- 
covered the Mission’s outlier status. 
“I'm surprised 
to hear about 


this,” ES 







ding to quickly award contracts for 
the “urgent” repair work. Nothing 
less than the “health and safety” 

of City College’s estimated 70,000 
students — and the school’s ability 
to host classes (while the drama 
over its accreditation continues) — 
depends on it, she said. 

The woes seem mostly mun- 
dane. A failing air conditioner in 
the Creative Arts building is leak- 
ing hundreds of gallons of water a 
day. The Student Health Center’s 
boiler and part of the air condi- 
tioner system need replacement. 

A water main in Conlan Hall has 
been leaking since October. At 

the school’s Downtown Center, an 
underground diesel storage tank is 
leaking fuel. And rust and a lack of 
state permits at the college’s Child 
Care Center have forced the setup 
of a temporary location (and legal 
action against the construction 
firm that built it). 

Fixing just these problems 
will cost approximately $3.8 mil- 


says Supervisor David Campos, who 
represents the Mission and plans to 
call the fire department before a City 
Hall hearing, where he’ll ask for more 
information about the Mission’s stub- 
born flammability. 
To explain this phenomenon, De 
‘\ Cossio’s investigators 
A will sift 


lion. The trustees unanimously 
approved the declaration of an 
emergency, which means that the 
required construction contracts 
can be issued quickly — without 
competitive bidding. 

This rankles the school’s watch- 
dogs, who note that state law 
requires competitive bidding to 
prevent fraud or favoritism when 
public money is spent. These critics 
say CCSF is taking a broad inter- 
pretation of the California Public 
Contract Code’s definition of 
“emergency because few of these 
deferred maintenance-caused is- 
sues seem to meet the “sudden, un- 
expected occurrences” requirement. 

“This is a real black eye for the 
administration,’ says Cathryn Hil- 
liard of the Construction Industry 
Force Account Council, which mon- 
itors publicly-funded construction 
projects. “They knew about the 
problems for quite some time and 
did not act. That does not qualify 
as an ‘emergency’ and all of these 
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through 10 years’ worth of fires in the 
Mission, including 200 already-closed 
cases, as well as fires where the cause 
has yet to be determined — of which 
there are hundreds. 

Two months ago, there were 407 
unresolved fire investigations in the 
Mission — multiple years’ worth. 
That number’s now down to about 
300, and De Cossio said his arson unit 
should be able to thoroughly review 
and close almost the entire backlog in 
six months. 

Not everyone agrees. 

“That doesn’t pass the smell test,” 
says John Darmanin, the arson unit’s 
former head, who was removed from 
his post in October after asking loud- 
ly, and often, for additional staff. 

To tear through about 100 in- 
vestigations in such a short time 
calls their results into question, 
Darmanin says. “The only way to 
accomplish that many reviews is to 
rubber-stamp them.” 

Perhaps coincidentally, the arson 
team was finally expanded immedi- 
ately after Darmanin’s ousting. 

So, by mid-2016, the fire depart- 
ment might have a clear, reliable 
explanation for why the Mission Dis- 
trict keeps going up in smoke and if 
anyone is responsible. Or, maybe not. 


projects should be bid.” 


Ron Gerhard, CCSF’s vice chan- 


cellor of finance and administra- 
tion, says formal bidding is a six 
to nine week process that requires 
weekly advertising in a newspaper. 

“Even if we were to do that 
now, given the urgency needed to 
get these things fixed as soon as 
possible, we wouldn't be looking at 
closing out the bid until probably 
February, he says, by which time 
students will be back and trying 
to study amid the leaks, rust, and 
cold of buildings lacking heat. 

Hilliard isn’t buying the sudden 
sense of urgency. 

“A lack of planning is not an 
emergency and these are not main- 
tenance issues, and the fact they 
were actually operating the Child 
Care Center without permits is 
also very highly questionable,” she 
says. Who's in charge? Somebody 
needs to be accountable that the 
buildings are maintained and up to 
standard.” 





The 
Biggest Short 


S.F.’s shortage of shelter 
beds and staffers during 
a major earthquake is 
stunning. 


The constant threat of 
major disaster is a way of life in 
earthquake-, drought-, and 
landslide-prone California. In 
San Francisco, where civic 
leaders stress the inevitability 
of atemblor on the scale of the 
1906 quake within the next 30 
years, so is being unspeakably 
ill-prepared. 

1906 was a 7.8 quake on 
the San Andreas fault. If that 
happened today, as many as 
64,500 people would need 
immediate shelter — and an- 
other 250,000 would be dis- 
placed, but would somehow 
not need a bed — according 
to a recent city controller’s 
FEpOrt. 

Dealing with that mass of 
survivors would require more 
staff than the city’s Human 
Services Agency has handy — 
by a wide margin. To be pre- 
cise, the city would be short 
22,030 disaster workers. 

This is a high-end, 
worst-case-scenario estimate. 
But it’s certainly possible. So 
what to do? Hordes of vol- 
unteers will be needed, along 
with larger and easier-to-staff 
shelters. The above numbers 
assume no shelters hold more 
than 500 people, but if the 
city does convert large spaces 
into “mega-shelters,” then 
there are still only 35,000 
shelters beds in the city. 

Survivors will also likely 
be shipped out of the city fol- 
lowing a quake — where, as it 
happens, two-thirds of HSA 
staffers live already, thanks 
in part to the housing crisis. 

Development has also tak- 
en another toll: The staging 
area for federal relief supplies 
was Candlestick Park, which 
is now a construction zone, 
and no alternate site has yet 
been determined. 

This is troubling. But the 
city has taken some action. 
In case of disaster, there is 
a deal in place to offer “al- 
ternative housing” between 
the city’s Department of 
Emergency Management... 
and Airbnb. Now might be a 
good time to list that spare 


dormitory. 
Chris Roberts 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


DRAWINGS AT 8PM 


29 WINNERS 
OF $250 a ag ee 
CASH = | 


See 
ee ee 
of 0 e 

ibe, <= ee 

ay 


DRAWINGS AT 11PM 


WIN A TOYOTA 
TACOMA TRUCK 


wet OUND. _ PLUS 25 WINNERS 
RN CA OOF $250 CASH 
-RIDAYS JANUARY 8, 15,22, 29 









ALL PRIZES GUARANTEED! 
ALL TRUCKS & CASH PRIZES NOT CLAIMED BY A WINNER 
DURING THE PROMOTION WILL BE GIVEN AWAY! 


See Rewards Center for details. 


CALIFORNIA'S FINEST CASINO. (;RATON 

FROM BAY TO PLAY IN 43 MINUTES. » 

ROHNERT PARK @ 101 EXIT 484 x 
RESORT & CASINO 


288 Golf Course Drive West| Rohnert Park, CA P 707.588.7100 


fe AG GRATONRESORTCASINO.COM 


ACTUAL MAKE AND MODELS MAY VARY FROM THOSE SHOWN IN ADVERTISING. ACTIVATE YOUR ENTRIES BETWEEN 6:00PM AND 7:45PM FOR THE 8:00PM DRAWING AND BETWEEN 9:00-10:45PM FOR THE 11:00PM 
DRAWING ON THE DAY OF THE DRAWING. MUST HAVE A GRATON REWARDS CARD TO PARTICIPATE. COMPLETE RULES AVAILABLE AT THE REWARDS CENTER. MUST BE 21 OR OLDER TO PARTICIPATE. MUST HAVE A VALID 
ID. MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS. PLAY WITHIN YOUR LIMITS. IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A GAMBLING PROBLEM, CALL 1-800-GAMBLER FOR HELP. ©2016 GRATON RESORT & CASINO 





SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC JANUARY 7-13, 2016 t 


Ci LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Re-order in the Force 


SFPD Chief Greg Suhr is taking “unprecedented” step of opening the police department to federal scrutiny and Is calling for an overhaul of the 
department's use of force policy. Will it assuage the critics he’s earned since Mario Woods's death? 


By Chris Roberts 


San Francisco police have 

trouble with racial bias. Police need to bet- 
ter handle encounters with the mental- 
ly-ill and with suspects armed only with 
knives — and above all, the police need to 
never have another encounter like the 
Dec. 2 shooting that left a 26-year-old Af- 
rican-American, Mario Woods, dead ona 
Bayview street. 

These declaration are coming from 
police Chief Greg Suhr. 

“We'd like to never kill anybody,” 
the chief told SF Weekly during a one- 
on-one interview in his office at the 
city’s new police headquarters in Mis- 
sion Bay. “Any one of these shootings 
so severely damages our trust with the 
public.” 

It has been just over a month since 
Woods — a recently incarcerated ex-of- 
fender who police “know” to have been 
the aggressor in an earlier stabbing that 
day, Suhr said — was shot 20 times by at 
least five officers in a grisly spectacle that 
some city elected officials have compared 
to a firing squad. 

Woods’s was one of six fatal off- 
cer-involved shootings in San Francis- 
co in 2015, but it has become a local 
flashpoint in the national narrative of 
young black men dying at the hands of 
police in Chicago, Cleveland, and else- 
where across the country. 

Captured on video and dissemi- 
nated on social media, Woods’s death 
has led to a federal lawsuit against the 
SFPD and to calls for police policy to 
be overhauled — as well as calls from 
Black Lives Matter activists for the 
officers involved to be prosecuted and 
Suhr to resign or be fired by Mayor 
Ed Lee. (The chief dismissed rumors 
he may retire this year and says he 
“hopes” to remain chief through the 
end of 2016). 

The chief has taken heat from 
supervisors such as Supervisor Malia 
Cohen, who represents the Bayview, 
for so quickly defending his officers 
without waiting for the results of the 
three investigations by the police de- 
partment’s homicide unit, the District 
Attorney, and the Office of Citizens’ 
Complaints currently underway. (The 
officers say that Woods, still armed 
with a knife, advanced quickly on 
them, which many critics who’ve 
watched the video, including the ACLU, 
dispute.) 

“T didn’t say that,” Suhr says now. “I 
said that the policy states officers are 
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Will SFPD Chief Greg Suhr's proposed 


reforms Satisfy his critics? 


allowed to defend themselves if they 
believe to be in risk of immediate seri- 
ous injury or death.” 

Besides quibbling with the media, 
Suhr does not appear to be digging in 
or hiding behind the thin blue line. 
Instead, he appears to be opening the 
door for necessary scrutiny, review, 
and change. 


“| don't think there's any argu- 
ing — when you see the video of Mario 
Woods’s shooting, you wouldn't be nor- 
mal if that wasn’t upsetting,” Suhr said. 
“Whether you were a police officer or 
not, whether you were the chief or not.” 

Shortly after Woods died, Suhr 
announced a new policy — in the 
works since October, police say — that 
mandates a written report every time 
an officer pulls a gun, whether or not 
it is fired. On New Year’s Eve, Suhr an- 
nounced that, in concert with a hand- 
picked “forum” of ministers, nonprofit 
activists, and other black leaders, the 
U.S. Justice Department has been 
invited to conduct a review and issue 
recommendations on the department’s 
“policies, procedures, and training.” 

And Suhr vowed to personally change, 
without waiting for a review or a policy 
recommendation from the experts, the 
way that police handle an encounter with 
citizens armed with edged weapons. 

“If we can figure out a way to navigate 
those situations short of deadly force, it 
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will be a huge achievement for law en- 
forcement in this country,” he said, not- 
ing the Dec. 27 incident in which Chica- 
go police shot and killed a woman armed 
with a bat. “That policy will change.” 

Suhr also readily admits that there 
is racial bias in the department — a fact 
that’s hard to dispute in light of over- 
whelmingly skewed rates of black and 
brown arrest and incarceration, even if 
the racist and sexist text messages sent by 
officers Suhr is still seeking to fire hadn't 
come to light (the officers are currently 
suspended; the city is appealing a lower 
court’s decision that the department wait- 
ed too long to impose discipline). 

“It’s an acknowledgement that there’s 
bias,” he said, adding that he is still 
reviewing the department for other offi- 
cers who sympathize with the texters. 

Observers say Suhr’s reaction to 
Woods’s death — calling it a tragedy, 
acknowledging the damage done to the 
public trust and the ability to conduct 
police work in low-income communities 
of color, vowing it will never happen again 
and making moves to ensure it doesn’t — 
has no parallel elsewhere in America. 

“It’s unprecedented,” says Joe Mar- 
shall, a longtime Police Commissioner and 
cofounder of the Omega Boys Club, which 
claims credit for sending 200 young black 
male San Franciscans to college. 

“Look at any other city,” he says. 
“Look at Baltimore, look at Ferguson, 
look at Chicago, Cincinnati. And just 
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see. I don’t think in any other city that, 
number one, the chief would say these 
things, and number two, the chief 
would do these things.” 

“T don’t know, in the history of 
police, a department actually calling 
in the DOJ to investigate. Usually, the 
police don’t want anyone coming into 
their business,” says Board of Supervi- 
sors President London Breed, who has 
criticized Suhr’s response to the shoot- 
ing. “It’s a good first step.” 

But will it work? 


It won't guiet things down, at 
least not for now. 

“Blood has already been spilled,” 
said Adante Pointer, an attorney with 
the office of John Burris, who filed a 
lawsuit on behalf of Gwendolyn Woods 
and Mario Woods's other family mem- 
bers last month. 

“You have a department where the 
culture appears to be one that’s hostile 
to minorities,” he said, noting the tim- 
ing of the “necessary” changes — right 
after a high-profile shooting. 

“We don’t have much confidence in 


the department changing,” he said. “Ma- 
rio Woods was just the latest — not the 
first... from a community that’s overpo- 
liced, it’s just a kneejerk reaction.” 

And anti-Suhr activists — includ- 
ing union organizers with the Service 
Employees International Union Local 
1021, the city’s largest public employee 
union; as well as ministers with the 
local, Oakland-based branch of the 
Nation of Islam — plan to crash Mayor 
Ed Lee’s inauguration ceremonies on 
Friday at City Hall, where they'll again 
call for Suhr’s resignation or removal. 

Similar demonstrations went on at 
last month's Police Commission meeting, 
at City Hall on Christmas Eve, and were 
planned for last night’s commission meet- 
ing, held after press deadline. At least for 
now, no elected officials have joined in the 
chorus to can Suhr — perhaps because 
there’s no ready alternative. 

“That’s the easy thing to do — fire 
the coach,” Marshall says. “Let’s say 
he’s a sacrificial lamb. Then what? 
Hiring a new chief would take four to 
six months. That would take all of our 
time — and then we wouldn't be able 
to vote on reform. And then we might 
not find anyone better!” 

Substantive change may require a 
long-term investment. Suhr is a product 
of the city’s old boy network of Catholic 
schools, but can now rattle off numbers 
like a cop schooled in the style of cur- 
rent New York City police Commission- 
er Bill Bratton’s data-driven policing 
(such as his predecessor, current DA 
George Gascon) — and espouses a soft, 
very “San Francisco values” solution to 
the question of bias engrained in the 
cultures of police and the street. 

“Not to be corny, but it’s still about 
education, opportunity, and employ- 
ment,’ he said, noting that children 
exposed to violence suffer a form of 
PTSD that makes it hard to complete 
school - and that high school dropouts 
are a vast majority of homicide vic- 
tims, suspects, and ultimately prison 
inmates. “It really is about the kids... 
this is something where, 15 years from 
now, we'll see if I’m right.” His critics 
won't wait that long, and seem assured 
to grow in number unless substantive 
results come this year. 

“T’m open to working with [Suhr], 
but we need to do better,” Breed said. 
“We need major changes, now.” 


croberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Ci> GIVEN THE CHOICE, MOST CALIFORNIA CITIES ARE SAYING ‘NO’ TO A REGULATED CANNABIS INDUSTRY. 


Here come the 
weed bans 


In the heart of the Central 
Valley, a pair of women who dress in 
habits, call themselves nuns, and refer 
to each other as “sister” are growing 
marijuana in the garage of their Mer- 
ced tract home. 

The strain the “Sisters of the Val- 
ley” are growing is high in CBD — the 
cannabinoid touted by Sanjay Gupta 
on CNN as the “healing-only, no-high” 
compound in cannabis — and true 
to nuns who are into cannabis rather 
than the crucifix, their plants are har- 
vested according to the cycles of the 
sun and moon. 

For about a year, “Sister Kate” and 
“Sister Darcey” have distilled their crop 
into a healing salve that they then sell 
on Etsy — and at competitive prices. 
(An 8-ounce jar of their “High CBD 
Cannabis Salve” is $70, a steal com- 
pared to the $88, 4-ounce spray jars 
found on dispensary shelves in South 
of Market, though your results may 
vary.) 

The nuns say their operation is all 
about healing. It also happens to be 
part of California's biggest and most 
controversial cash crop, which means 


the nuns may soon face the choice of 
going out of business or being run out 
of town — if not ostracized from the 
Valley outright. 

Merced’s City Council is pushing an 
outright ban on medical marijuana cul- 
tivation. Faced with the choice of reg- 
ulating commercial cannabis activity 
— which all 530-plus cities and coun- 
ties in the state can now do under new 
state law — or banning it, the nuns’ 
elected representatives are choosing to 
ban. And Merced isn’t alone. 

Since Gov. Jerry Brown signed the 
Medical Marijuana Regulation and 
Safety Act into law in October, cities 
and counties have been rushing to beat 
a March 1 deadline to regulate canna- 
bis or ban it — or else be subjected to 
state law that expressly allows com- 
mercial cannabis 
activity. 

That deadline 
isa “mistake” that 
somehow crept into 
the final language of 
the MMRSA without 
anyone noticing, ac- 
cording to Asm. Jim 
Wood (D-Healds- 
burg), the bill’s 
author, and will soon 
be corrected by the 
Legislature, but that 
hasn’t stopped doz- 
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ens of cities and counties from saying 
“no way’ to legal cannabis operations. 

By mid-December, dispensary 
bans had been rushed through and 
approved in 19 cities, the Los Angeles 
Times reported. According to a running 
list kept by activists, at least 87 Cali- 
fornia local governments are consider- 
ing or have approved bans on marijua- 
na growing, selling, or delivery. 

Only a handful of cities and coun- 
ties have gone the other way and 
joined places like Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Oakland, Sonoma and Men- 
docino counties in allowing cannabis 
businesses to operate legally. 

“Close to 60” places have approved 
bans since the MMRSA went into ef- 
fect, says cannabis industry lobbyist 
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Sean Donahoe. “It’s nuts.” 

Under the new rules, commercial 
weed activity is expressly allowed — 
provided that the city or county where 
the activity is located expressly allows 
It, 

Dispensary bans are nothing new. 
In the Bay Area, most cities in San Ma- 
teo and Santa Clara counties outlawed 
medical cannabis dispensaries years 
before statewide regulations were a 
possibility. 

What’s new is the leeway given to 
localities to make their own decisions 
and the ease with which the decision 
to ban can be made — thanks to some 
of the forces that helped craft the rules 
in the first place. 

Most smaller 
cities and coun- 
ties do not have 
their own elect- 
ed or appointed 
county counsel 
or city attorney 
— lawyers who 
make sure that 
lawmakers’ 
actions are le- 
gal — and rely 

on attorneys 
hired on con- 
tract. 

Any law 
dealing with 


urban land use in California requires 
input from a Sacramento organization 
called the League of California Cities. 
Granting preference to “local control” 
over any state-level mandate and 
granting cities the choice to say no to 
marijuana activity was a prerequisite 
to getting the League to approve the 
MMRSA. 

The contracted attorneys appear 
to be getting advice from the League’s 
website, where model municipal or- 
dinances — all of which happen to be 
bans — are posted for anyone to read 
and glean inspiration from. 

The League — which claims to offer 
those “model bans” purely for “infor- 
mational” purposes — did not respond 
to request for comment, but the im- 
pact is clear. 

The result of “local control has 
been pushing a ban down everyone's 
throat,’ Donahue said. “There are bans 
on cultivation, on deliveries, on store- 
fronts — for no apparent reason.” 

Not every municipality has gone 
the prohibition route. Officials in San 
Diego appear open to regulating. But 
the episode demonstrates that in most 
places in California, cannabis - even 
the legal kind - is still feared and treat- 
ed like an unwelcome menace. Even if 
you are a nun. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 


PRP is currently conducting a clinical research study of an 


investigational medication for Type II Diabetes. 


Qualified participants receive study-related medical care and 


investigational medication at no cost and may be compensated for time 





and travel. 
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Christmas may have come on Dec. 25, but one of the year's best gifts will 
be opened on Jan. 7. That's when Sketchfest, three weeks of the best comedy 
programming you can imagine, descends on San Francisco for its 16th year of 
live podcasts, movie tributes, sketch showcases, and erotic fan fiction. Curat- 
ed by cofounders Janet Varney, Cole Stratton, and David Owen, Sketchfest's 
lineup is once again an impeccable collection of humorous talent. 


As always, it's the festival's variety that sets it apart. Patrons can choose 


to enjoy comedy titans like Patton Oswalt or (most of) The Kids in the Hall, or 


try one of the many smaller shows featuring names that will soon become the 
next wave of comedy’s brightest stars. Whatever you choose to see, remem- 
ber what the great Jack Handey once said: “Dad always thought laughter was 


the best medicine, which I guess is why several of us died of tuberculosis." 
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By Zack Ruskin 


Once again, San Francisco’s 
annual Sketchfest comedy festival is 
upon us, and once again the options for 
mirth, merriment, and contented confu- 
sion are endless. Like arriving at a Cine- 
plex with no earthly idea what film you 
want to see, trying to decide among the 
200 shows taking place over the next 
three weeks can be a daunting proposi- 
tion. Film and comedy have gone hand in 
hand since before the heyday of Buster 
Keaton (and continue to thrive together 
despite an onslaught of Paul Blart and 
Madea sequels), so let us stretch this 
metaphor as far as it will go in helping 
you find a suitable outlet for your laugh- 
ter. 


You like: Scripted dramas with dynamic 
dialogue and minimal action. (You possi- 
bly have a small shrine to Aaron Sorkin 
next to your bed.) 


Sketchfest equivalent: Live podcast 
recordings. Sure, the episodes are almost 
always made available after the fact, but 
there is something intangibly captivat- 
ing about watching a show as it is cre- 
ated. Plus, if — if! — audience 
interaction is encouraged, you can po- 
tentially go home and hear yourself later. 
Free keepsake! 


What you should see: Sponta- 
neanation (Jan. 8) is the latest venture 
from Paul F. Tompkins, who will converse 
with Mad Men’s Jon Hamm before invit- 
ing fellow improvisers in for a scene 
based on their discussion. Improv4hu- 
mans unites Upright Citizens Brigade 
co-founder Matt Besser with a slew of the 
best improvisers around for a free-form 
series of unscripted sketches that always 
delivers (Jan. 24). Jimmy Pardo brings 
his long-running chat podcast Never 
Not Funny back to town with regulars 
Pat Francis and Matt Belknap in tow, as 
well as Hamm — who, luckily for us, is 
apparently in need of work (Jan. 9). 


You like: A-list movies with big stars 
and elaborate productions. 


Sketchfest equivalent: Sketchfest 
tributes. These shows run the gamut, 


SketchFest 


feting everything from actor royalty to 
classic films to legendary writers. Most 
often a conversation with another nota- 
ble person will bookend a screening of 
the celebrated figure’s work, but who 
cares? You're just there to breathe the 
same air as Jeff Goldblum. 


What you should see: The SF 
Sketchfest Tribute to Jeff Gold- 
blum (Jan. 9) will feature the man for- 
ever known as Dr. Ian Malcolm as he 
takes audience questions, screens clips 
from his career, and plays classic jazz with 
the Mildred Snitzer Orchestra. (How do 
you not already have tickets to this?!) Be- 
loved humor writer Dave Barry will join 
actor Kevin Pollak in conversation as he 
receives the SF Sketchfest Comedy 
Writing Award (Jan. 9). Forest Gump’s 
mom Sally Field will screen and speak 
about her new film Hello, My Name is Do- 
ris with director, co-writer, and Stella 
founding member Michael Showalter 
(Jan. 22), while Saturday Night Live roy- 
alty Billy Crystal and Alan Zweibel join 
forces at the SF Sketchfest Great 
Collaborators Tribute (Jan. 10). 


You like: Watching TV instead. 


Sketchfest equivalent: Television 
show tributes and live performances. 
The cast and crew from your favorite 
programs take the stage to discuss the 
series in question, as well as re-enact fa- 
vorite scenes and take questions from 
the audience. 


What you should see: Spotlight on 
Drunk History (Jan. 9) brings host 
Derek Waters together with past cast 
members Steve Berg, Eric Edelstein, and 
Kyle Kinane for an evening that will 
most likely involve a variety of alcoholic 
beverages. If you like cartoons, look no 
further than the SF Sketchfest Trib- 
ute to Bob's Burgers (Jan. 23), which 
features creator Loren Bouchard and 
voice talents like Dan Mintz, Eugene 
Mirman, and Kristen Schaal. There’s also 
Futurama: Nothing New to Report, 
the annual gathering of actors from Matt 
Groening’s other beloved, innovative 
cartoon show (Jan. 22), and Netflix’s 
BoJack Horseman, which boasts a 
panel that includes Paul F. »> pil 
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Tompkins (the voice of Mr. Peanutbut- 
ter) as well as creator Raphael Bob-Wask- 
berg (Jan. 10). 


Type of films you like: Documenta- 
ries. (You involuntarily go “mm-hmm” 
when someone makes a salient point.) 


Sketchfest equivalent: Educational 
programming — don't worry, it’s cool 
now! With the rising popularity of shows 
dedicated to teaching their listeners 
about an endless variety of topics, 
Sketchfest’s schedule now incorporates 
some of the most popular names in the 
genre. 


What you should see: One will be 
hard-pressed to find a more entertaining 
source of science info than Bill Nye the 
Science Guy, who presents his StarTalk 
Radio Show with comedian Eugene 
Mirman (Jan. 22). If the history of com- 
edy is more your style, try Oakland na- 
tive Moshe Kasher’s Hound Tall 
podcast (Jan. 22), where guest comics 
Matt Besser, Dana Gould, and Alex Edel- 
man will talk with expert Klip Nesteroff, 
better known as the “human encyclope- 
dia of comedy.” You're the Expert 
(Jan. 23) utilizes a game show format as 
host Chris Duffy helps James Adomian, 
Kristen Schaal, and Eugene Mirman 
guess what a given distinguished scien- 
tist does for a living. Rounding out the 
offerings are NPR’s ASk Me Another 
(Jan. 21) and the Stuff You Should 
Know podcast (Jan. 15), two titans of 
the informational podcast game. 


Type of films you like: Weird stuff. 
You go to midnight screenings of Tommy 
Wiseau’s The Room and buy bootleg cop- 
ies of the The Star Wars Holiday Special 
on eBay. 


Sketchfest equivalent: Anti-comedy, 
a misleading catch-all term that essen- 
tially equates to the quirky, offbeat offer- 
ings of various comics across multiple 
mediums. There are many gems to be 
found in the darkest patches of earth. 


What you should see: Local drag 
queen royalty Peaches Christ has worked 
her magic to bring three of the original 
cast members together for Teen Witch: 
The Peaches Christ Experience 
(Jan. 8). Comedy world champion and 30 
Rock alum Judah Friedlander will pair 
a night of stand-up with a party celebrat- 
ing the release of his new book, If the 
Raindrops United (Jan. 22). Master of the 
bizarre (and 2007 Andy Kaufman Award 
winner) Brent Weinbach presents the 
Spotlight on the 2015 Andy 
Kaufman Award (Jan. 14), featuring 
winner Brett Davis and select finalists, 
while Hot Tub Time Machine star Craig 
Robinson will get cozy behind his key- 
board for some sexy jokes and raunchy 
jams (Jan. 16). And, of course, there’s al- 
ways the twisted enterprise that is 
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Competitive Erotic Fan Fiction 
with Bryan Cook (Jan. 15). 


Type of films you like: The tried-and- 
true classics. If a movie has been out for 
less than 10 years and not been the sub- 
ject of in-depth AV Club analysis, you'll 
take a hard pass. 
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Sketchfest equivalent: Film tributes. 
Every year Sketchfest reunites the casts 
of memorable movies from years (and 
decades) past to wax nostalgic and cele- 
brate their place in the pantheon of great 
comedic films. 


What you should see: The town of 
Blaine, Mo., will once again take the 
spotlight at the SF Sketchfest Trib- 
ute to Waiting for Guffman (Jan. 9), 
featuring appearances from Corky St. 
Clair himself — a.k.a. director Christo- 
pher Guest — as well as stars Parker 
Posey, Bob Balaban, and Fred Willard ina 
conversation moderated by Kevin Pollak. 
Comedy titans Jim Abrahams and Alan 
Arkin will be center stage to remember 
and screen their respective films Hot 
Shots! (Jan. 9) and The Russians 
Are Coming, The Russians Are 
Coming (Jan. 10). And if Robin Wil- 
liams’ turn as Peter Pan still lives deep in 
your heart, join Lost Boys Rufio (Dante 
Basco) and Don’t Ask (James Madio) for 
their Hook 25th Anniversary 
Screening (Jan. 9). 


Type of films you like: Stand-up com- 
edy specials. 


Sketchfest equivalent: Stand-up 
comedy! For as long as there’s been a 
Sketchfest, there have been incredible 
comics bringing their insights and 
punchlines to clubs around San Fran- 
cisco. 


What you should see: If you’ve never 
seen Maria Bamford (Jan. 21), you've 
missed one of the sharpest, most irrever- 
ent minds working today. Cameron Es- 
posito will bring funny friends Todd 
Barry, Howard Kremer, and Scott 
Thompson together for a Sketchfest edi- 
tion of her popular Put Your Hands 
Together stand-up showcase (Jan. 8), 
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while Eugene Mirman and Bobby Tisdale 
return their Brooklyn-based Invite 
Them Up to San Francisco with guests 
James Adomian, Dana Gould, Natasha 
Leggero, and Aparna Nancherla (Jan. 
23). If pre-planned material doesn’t ap- 
peal to you, you'll find a home at the 
Ultimate Crowd Work Show (Jan. 9), 


Scientist Bill Nye 
"teams up with comic 
* * Eugene Mirman for 
“StarTalk Live.” 
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where Todd Barry and Big Jay Oakerson 
headline a roster of comics who will per- 
form, you guessed it, nothing but crowd 
work. 


Type of films you like: Big ensemble 
affairs. 


Sketchfest equivalent: Special pro- 
gramming. While most of the Sketchfest 
lineup is certainly unique, these are the 
shows you won't see anywhere else, and 
in some cases, ever again. These offer- 
ings are one-night only and not to be 
missed. 


What you should see: Dr. Katz: 
Professional Therapist Live (Jan. 
23) finds Jonathan Katz welcoming 
names like Janeane Garofalo, Andy Kin- 
dler, Maria Bamford, The Sklar Brothers, 
and Chelsea Peretti to take a seat on the 
good doctor’s couch and submit to live 
analysis. The Upright Citizens Brigade 
long-form improv show ASSSSCAT 
(Jan. 23) is a Sketchfest staple, but this 
year UCB co-founders Matt Besser, Ian 
Roberts, Matt Walsh, and their fellow 
improvisers will have Oscar-winner Sally 
Field and Wet Hot American Summer's 
Michael Showalter taking on the mono- 
logist role that inspires the show's hys- 
terical improvised scenes. Broke Ass 
Stuart may not have succeeded in his 
campaign for mayor, but he will be the 
focus of Roast SF's Comedy Roast 
of Broke Ass Stuart (Jan. 14), where 
eight comics will take turns skewering 
the long-time travel writer and TV host. 
Finally, there’s Morzouksnick (Jan. 
16), a show of characters and improv 
that combines the talents of Kroll Show’s 
Nick Kroll, The League’s Jason Mantzou- 
kas, and beloved “Comedy Bang Bang” 
guest Seth Morris. 
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Paul F. Tompkins is Sketchfest's Zelig. 


By Zack Ruskin 


Take away the bowtie and the 
ravishing moustache and Paul F. Tomp- 
kins could be almost anyone. 

In the last year, he’s played a slew 
of characters on podcasts and tele- 
vision, running the gamut from the 
time machine-wielding H.G Wells to 
documentarian Werner Herzog to 
pastry maestro Buddy Valastro (a.k.a. 
the Cake Boss), while also appearing 
under his own name as the host of 
Fusion’s No, You Shut Up! and in Crying 
and Driving, his recent Comedy Central 
stand-up special. To top it off, he also 
found time to write for and act on With 
Bob and David, the Mr. Show contin- 
uation that premiered on Netflix in 
November. Whoever Tompkins may be 
on any given night, there’s one thing 
that all his personas seem to have in 
common: They are always having a 
damn good time. 





Tompkins 


“It’s got to be fun for you, or you've 
got to stop doing it,” he says, acknowl- 
edging that the audience can sense a 
performer’s discomfort on stage. Pro- 
jecting the joy one hopes to elicit from 
the crowd is a fundamental of perfor- 
mance for Tompkins, who is often un- 
able to contain the laughter his fellow 
performers’ antics bring about. 

In the case of Comedy Bang Bang, 
the long-running podcast hosted by 
Scott Aukerman — on which Tomp- 
kins has appeared more than any other 
guest — it is fellow improviser Lauren 
Lapkus who most causes Tompkins to 
break out in giggles. 

“She always surprises me,” says 
Tompkins of recording with Lapkus. 
“She’s very mischievous.” 

Tompkins and Lapkus have an un- 
deniable natural rapport on the show, 
having appeared together in various 
incarnations across a number of epi- 
sodes. Listening to their interactions, 


the importance of casting with regards 
to podcasts becomes readily apparent. 

Picking the right folks to appear on 
a show is something Tompkins is very 
familiar with. He’ll be taping a live ep- 
isode of his show, Spontaneanation, on 
Jan. 8 at the Brava Theater. While he 
was thrilled to nab his friend and for- 
mer Mad Men star Jon Hamm to top 
the bill, he confesses that his primary 
concern when booking the show was to 
get the improvisers in place. 

“Tm a bad producer in that sense," 
he says, “because, of course, I think 
about who’s a great name that will get 
people in here, but my first thought is 
always who would be the best person 
to have on the show.” 

It’s an especially important piece of 
business for Tompkins when casting 
live episodes of the show. The pressure 
is higher then, in part due to the inti- 
macy lost in the move from a studio 
setting to a live stage. 

Spontaneanation is but one of the 
seven shows Tompkins is slated to take 
part in during this year’s Sketchfest. 
He’s scheduled to participate in a panel 
focused on Netflix’s BoJack Horseman, 
a show where he voices canine foil 
Mr. Peanutbutter, and to bring his 
character work to the pseudo-doctors 
of Superego for a live episode of their 
popular podcast, among other com- 
mitments. 

While Tompkins’ schedule for 
Sketchfest might seem hectic, it’s 
just more of the same for one of the 
hardest working names in comedy. As 
for how he manages to helm podcasts, 
host variety shows, tape televised spe- 
cials, and do a thousand other things 
while still making time to travel and 
perform at festivals like Sketchfest, 
Tompkins says it all comes back to a 
belief that one must love what they do. 

“That’s the number one perk of 
having this job,” he says. “It’s not about 
money. It’s not about fame. It’s the 
idea that you get to do a thing. What- 
ever your job is, if you love that job, 
that’s the number one perk.” 


Paul F. Tompkins 

With Mystery Science Theater 3000 
alum Kevin Murphy, Bill Corbett, and 
Michael J. Nelson, 

Thursday, Jan. 7,8 p.m. at the Castro 
Theatre. 


With select cast and crew for a panel 


on Netflix’s BoJack Horseman, 
Sunday, Jan. 10, 3 p.m., at Cobb’s. 
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By Zack Ruskin 


It’s been almost 20 years since 
Corky St. Clair and his motley crew of as- 
piring actors mounted Red, White, and 
Blaine, the musical at the heart of Chris- 
topher Guest’s 1996 film Waiting for 
Guffman, but their impact lives on. The 
film follows Guest’s St. Clair, an off-off- 
off-off-off Broadway director desperately 
attempting to mount a musical celebrat- 
ing Blaine, Mo., a small town preparing 
to celebrate its 150th anniversary. The 
master of mockumentaries (A Mighty 
Wind, Best in Show), Guest’s formula for 
success involves improvised scripts and a 
reoccurring cast of players. 

“T have an unofficial kind of com- 
pany of actors that I’ve been fortunate 
enough to know and work with over 
the years,” he says. “I think that they’re 
fantastically talented people, and so 
the parts are created for them.” 

Some of the actors that have often 
populated the world of Guest’s films 
include Parker Posey, Bob Balaban, 
and Fred Willard, all of whom will join 
Guest at Sketchfest’s tribute to Waiting 
for Guffman at the Castro Theatre Jan. 
9. Another frequent collaborator is Eu- 
gene Levy, who is credited as a co-writ- 
er on Guffman, a role he subsequently 
reprised on Guest’s next three films. 
When Guest first had the idea for Guff- 
man, he went to Levy, and the two of 
them mapped out the story, earmark- 
ing specific roles for actors they knew. 
Guest then turned to Michael McKean 
and Harry Shearer, his This Is Spinal 
Tap co-stars and faux-bandmates, to 
help pen the songs featured in Red, 
White, and Blaine. 

Guest knew that the show-with- 
in-a-show would need to be scripted 
to allow it to stand apart from the 
improvised nature of the rest of the 
film. Therefore, he would need to write 
the musical numbers that punctuate 
Red, White, and Blaine. Guest wrote 
some with Shearer (“Stool Boom”) and 
others with McKean (“Penny for Your 
Thoughts”). While the process was or- 
ganic, the challenge was writing songs 
that were sufficiently entertaining 
while falling obviously short of Broad- 
way-caliber, in order to maintain their 
authenticity. 

“It’s a tricky line that you have 
to hold,” he explains. “It needs to be 
musical, but these aren’t professional 
singers and dancers doing it.” 

Given the plot of Guffman — whose 
titular character is a heavyweight the- 
ater critic rumored to be attending St. 
Clair’s production — and the recent 
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spate of successful film-to-Broadway 
adaptations out there, there is interest 
in reimagining the film for the stage. 
While Guest says it’s not a project he’s 


Christopher 
Guest 





actively considering, he does concede 
that Guffman is a fit for the musical 
treatment, in spite of the difficulty in 
turning an improvised script into a 
stage play. 

While a Waiting for Guffman musical 
may not be on the horizon, Guest does 
have a new project slated to premiere 
on Netflix next year. Few details have 
emerged about Mascots, a film purport- 
ed to center around costumed stadium 
figures like the Phillie Phanatic or the 
San Diego Chicken and featuring Guest 
regulars like Jennifer Coolidge, Jane 
Lynch, and Harry Shearer. What Guest 
can confirm is that he is happy to be 
back in the director’s chair. 

It’s been 10 years since his last the- 
atrical release, the awards season send- 
up For Your Consideration, although in 
the intervening years Guest has toured 
with Shearer and McKean, playing 
songs from Spinal Tap and his own 
filmography. He also created Family 
Tree, an unfairly short-lived television 
show for HBO starring Bridesmaids’ 
Chris O’Dowd. While the long break 
between features may frustrate avid 
Guest fans, it’s understandable when 


you remember that each improvised 
film yields 50 hours of footage that he 
is then obliged to compress into fewer 
than 90 minutes. 

The immense amount of material 
is of course a byproduct of improvi- 


E20 SQUIGENTENNIALS + 
WITH BOB BALABAN’ 


CHRISTOPHER GUEST, rane wie 
MODERATED BY KEVIN iPOLUAK; 


JAN 9 3:30PM 


ATHE CASTROSTHEATRE 


the time he spent on the set of This 

is Spinal Tap for instilling in him the 
faith that he could make his own films 
sans a finished script. Guest says that 
he, Shearer, and McKean simply knew 
that they could do it: It was something 
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sation, a creature wholly unlike live 
improv (as Guest sees it). While comic 
actors like Catherine O’Hara and 
Eugene Levy came from powerhouse 
Second City, he notes there are other 
actors “who have never, ever worked in 
any improvisational situation” but who 
are also brilliant on camera. For Guest, 
the difference between stage and film 
improvisation lies in the former’s 
use of blackouts, where the audience 
expects a scene to end ona joke ora 
laugh. Improvisation for his films is 
less structured, an experience Guest 
equates to playing music, where he and 
his cohorts often improvise as well. 

“It’s very freeing,” he says. “The give 
and take of it is really fun.” 

Guest directed Guffman — his 
first time overseeing an improvised 
film — and doesn't recall any feelings 
of nervousness or concern. He credits 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


admits to having fun at the event, but 
says that in general, he doesn’t watch 
things he’s done after they’re finished. 
The problem, he says, is that he strug- 
gles to admit the projects are over, 
even when he’s watching them decades 
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they did every day already, so it wasn’t 
remotely uncomfortable. 

“There’s no rehearsal,” he adds. “You 
just make sure the cameras are turned 
on and you start to talk.” 

Twenty years after the cameras 
were turned on for Waiting for Guff- 
man, the film now stands as a pioneer 
of the faux-documentary genre that 
has subsequently birthed countless 
films plus shows like The Office and 
Parks and Recreation. As far as his own 
inspirations are concerned, Guest 
looks to films like Woody Allen’s Broad- 
way Danny Rose and Laurel and Hardy’s 
Sons of the Desert as works he would 
be willing to see given tribute. He is 
unsure whether he will watch Guffman 
when it screens at the Castro. 

Recalling a 30th-anniversary 
screening of This is Spinal Tap he at- 
tended in New York in 2014, Guest 


later. 

“In a funny way, in my mind, it’s 
always a work in progress,” says Guest. 
“It’s as if ’m contemplating what I 
would do next time if it was the same 
thing, although of course that doesn’t 
actually happen.” 

Still, Guest is open to taking in 
Guffman, a film he says he hasn’t seen 
in perhaps 20 years. He thinks it might 
be fun to watch it with Posey, Balaban, 
and Willard, his co-stars on the proj- 
ect. Perhaps for one more night, the 
storied cast of Red, White, and Blaine 
will be reunited. Whether or not Mort 
Guffman will attend remains to be 
seen. 

The Tribute to Waiting for Guff- 
man 

With Christopher Guest, Parker 
Posey, Bob Balaban, Fred Willard, 
and moderator Kevin Pollak 
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Nothing Compares 2 Them: 





By Zack Ruskin 


Every friendship has its origin, 
but for Maya Rudolph and Gretchen Li- 
eberum, their bond has always been 
more of a trio: the two of them plus 
Prince. Attempting to isolate Rudolph’s 
friendship with Lieberum from their 
shared affinity for the Purple One is sim- 
ply an impossible task. 

“I don’t remember us ever not 
talking about Prince,” she says. 

While they officially met at UC San- 
ta Cruz — when Lieberum asked Ru- 
dolph to join her band — they contend 
they were likely separated at birth. It is 
perhaps the only way to explain their 
dual fascination with the artist born 
as Prince Rogers Nelson. They know all 
the little nooks and crannies of his vast 
catalogue and share a habit of sponta- 
neously thinking up harmonies to any 
song they hear. 

It is their mutual fandom that 
has spawned Princess, their musical 
tribute to the magic of Prince. Fans 
of Rudolph’s work on Saturday Night 
Live may wonder if this endeavor is 
somewhat tongue-in-cheek, given her 
memorable turns as larger-than-life 
versions of Beyoncé, Oprah, and others 
during her years at Studio 8H. The 
truth is that there is nothing insincere 
about Princess. 

Lieberum will never forget the 
night her older sister attended the 
Purple Rain tour while she and a friend 
wept uncontrollably because they 
weren't allowed to go. Rudolph’s first 
Prince show was in 1988, during the 
LoveSexy tour, which she attended 
with some girlfriends while her dad 
chaperoned. Even before that show, 
Rudolph recalls going to a friend’s 
house to watch a Purple Rain tour VHS 
tape, memorizing all of Prince’s moves. 

“All those little live nuances 
that’s the best part about Prince,” she 
says. “The way he plays his own songs.” 

Rudolph is no slouch as a musical 
performer, either. SNL often used her 
voice in sketches, and when Tina Fey 
and Amy Poehler returned to host 
the show in December, they invited 
Rudolph to be in an infomercial sketch 
where her inebriated character slurred 
her way through “The 12 Days of 
Christmas.” She also got a chance to 
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perform another holiday classic: Dar- 
lene Love’s “Christmas (Baby Please 
Come Home)” in a scene-stealing turn 
in Netflix’s recently released A Very 
Murray Christmas. Rudolph emailed 
back and forth with director Sophia 
Coppola, suggesting song ideas. When 
they hit on Love’s track, Coppola 
brought her in to perform with Paul 
Shaffer at the piano. 

“We did it on the day,” she says. “We 
just rehearsed it right before we did it. 
It was insane and it was magical.” 

Watching Lieberum and Rudolph 
perform Prince’s works is a magic 
all its own. While Princess remains 
focused on Prince’s early output, the 
duo recently attempted “If I Was Your 
Girlfriend,” their first post-Purple Rain 
song. 

Deciding which songs to perform 
is an elaborate process. Rudolph and 
Lieberum will often start with what 
the latter describes as “weird demo 
versions’ of songs that they find, 
which they'll subsequently meet up 
and sing together before evaluating the 
results. Some songs are automatically 
a fit, while others may be revisited: Li- 
eberum remembers that when she and 
Rudolph first tried to work out a ver- 
sion of “Something in the Water,” the 
song didn’t feel quite right, but later 
Rudolph found a demo and they now 
regularly perform it at their shows. 

Given Rudolph’s time in the spot- 
light and the group’s undeniable 
talent, it should come as no surprise 
(except perhaps to the star-struck 
ladies of Princess) that Prince himself 
has taken notice of the band. Rudolph 
fondly remembers a plane ride they 
shared after his SNL performance. 

“It was like a dream come true,” 
she says. “Like if I had dream, it would 
be that I was sitting a row away from 
Prince on a six-hour plane ride and he 
couldn’t go anywhere. I was in heaven.” 

But meeting him as one-half of 
a group dedicated to his music was 
something else entirely. One night, 
Rudolph and Lieberum were invited to 
visit Prince’s fabled complex outside 
of Minneapolis, Paisley Park, after 
performing a benefit show put togeth- 
er by Bobbie Z., a long-time member 
of the Revolution. The two had heard 
rumblings that Prince wanted to meet 


Maya Rudolph and Gretchen Lieberum 





them, but it wasn’t until 3 a.m. that 
the official word came down. Rudolph 
was pregnant, and she and Lieberum 
had a flight to catch in the morning, so 
they opted not to go. 

“We kept saying, ‘We did the right 
thing. We wouldn't have been alert and 
awake when we saw him’,” says Ru- 
dolph. “And then when we got home, 
my husband picked us up at the airport 
and he said, ‘What were you thinking?! 
You're idiots!” 

Fortunately, their regret was short- 
lived. Performing with The Roots on 
Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, Princess 
delivered a blistering rendition of 
“Darling Nikki.” They even did the 
backwards portion from the studio re- 
cording, something Lieberum says the 
two of them have always done only for 
fun. Rumors reached them that Prince 
had their performance on his DVR and 
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enjoyed showing it to friends — in 
the world of Prince, there are lots of 
rumors and rumblings — and when 
Rudolph and Lieberum trekked down 
to Anaheim to see him on tour, they 
found themselves almost immediately 
whisked backstage. 

“He just walked out, and he was 
so sweet — he was like an old pal,” 
Rudolph says. “He gave us hugs, and 
he had a big smile on his face. He just 
looked at us and then he said, ‘How 
ya ll going to do the backwards part?” 

Rudolph and Lieberum stuck 
around for the second show, which 
they took in from a purple couch 
off-stage. They sound giddy when dis- 
cussing what that moment was like, a 
feeling they do their best to replicate 
when Princess closes each show with 
a soaring rendition of “Purple Rain.” 
Rudolph calls the song a unifying ex- 


perience. While she acknowledges that 
the lyrics aren’t necessarily expressing 
a sentiment of unity, she finds that the 
music itself brings everybody together. 
Leaving the stage after a recent Prin- 
cess performance at the Troubadour 
in Los Angeles, Rudolph found herself 
overcome with emotion. Thinking 
about all of the awful things happening 
in the world, she remembers discuss- 
ing with Lieberum how healing their 
rendition of “Purple Rain” was for her. 
“That song allows you to dig deep,” 
says Rudolph. “It’s just so beautiful. 
And selfishly, singing it, it’s like really 
cathartic. It feels so good to sing that 
song.” 
Princess (Maya Rudolph and 
Gretchen Lieberum) 
Sunday, Jan. 24, 8 p.m., at 
Mezzanine. 
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Dirty Underwear 
and the 
Patriarchy: 
Kristen Schaal 

& Janeane 
Garofalo 


Comedy is a medium conducive to 
free-flowing thoughts, a fact best proved 
by putting two comics like Kristen Schaal 
(Bob’s Burgers, Last Man on Earth) and Ja- 
neane Garofalo (Wet Hot American Sum- 
mer, The Ben Stiller Show) on the phone 
together. Reading their conversation, it’s 
evident that The Schaal/Garofalo Hour 
needs to bea podcast, ASAP. 

This conversation has been edited 
and condensed. For Garofalo and 
Schaal’s full opinions on hand-washing 
things in hotel sinks, Carrie Brown- 
stein’s book, and why Will Forte is hot, 
visit sfweekly.com. 


On stinking in public: 

Janeane Garofalo: Personal hygiene is 
very important to me, and I say that 
without any judgment of others who 
may be more casual about it. I’m not ac- 
cusing anyone of anything. I’m just say- 
ing that I feel that way, especially out of 
politeness to my seatmates on an air- 
plane. I have to be somebody who does 
not offend with rancid clothes. It would 
be one thing if I was in my early 20s and 
didn’t smell good. People can overlook 
that. But you cannot be 50 and over and 
not smell good without people making 
assumptions. 

Kristen Schaal: Yup. I agree. It’s like 
you don’t want to smell like grandma’s 
attic. 

JG: It’s one of those things where young 
people can get away with anything, on an 
airplane and in life in general. It’s a 
young man’s game. Am I right about 
that, Kristen? 

KG: I’ve got your back on that. 


On shoes: 

JG: I’ve never been a shoe person. I al- 
ways wear flat shoes, not just because I 
have a bad back — that’s a whole other 
story. I always wear just the same black 
or brown boots. That’s it. So I don’t have 
a problem with the shoes. 

KS: Ok, but what about what you exer- 
cise in? 

JG: I don’t do that. My only exercise is 
that I try and walk everywhere and I take 
stairs, but I still wear my street clothes. I 
wear my street clothes, Kristen. 

KS: The world is your gym. 

JG: The world is my gym. 

KS: You said you only wear flat shoes, 
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and I have a real issue — an agenda — to 
obliterate high heels from the fashion 
world in general. I feel like high heels are 
the modern-day corset. 

JG: They are. There are a number of 
things: waxing, shoes. Fashion has al- 
ways been that way. It actually goes both 
ways, gender-wise, because a lot of the 
younger fellas also wax and are hyper- 
conscious of their fashion. 

KS: But they’re not stuck wearing shoes 
that hurt their feet an hour into wearing 
them. 

JG: High heels to me are like pandering 
to the patriarchy. 

KS: Yeah, I agree. I just don’t understand 
why we all can’t collectively say these 
hurt our feet? Why are we wearing them 
at job interviews and weddings and most 
days of our lives? Why can’t we just agree 
that they’re dumb and everyone can 
wear flats forever? 

JG: Because a lot of people have con- 
vinced themselves that they do it for 
them. Does that make sense? There are a 
lot of things that people internalize that 
are just ways to seek favor with culturally 
acceptable norms, but then you convince 
yourself you're doing it for you. I totally 
understand it. I’m not criticizing it. We 
all do things like that, but I do not wax 
and I do not wear high heels. 

KS: Same! 


The Most 
Pleasure: Eric 


Stonestreet & 
Scott Adsit 


Scott Adsit (30 Rock, Big Hero 6) and Eric 
Stonestreet (Modern Family) share some 
serious career DNA. Both cut their teeth 
at Second City, Chicago’s famed comedy 
club, and both have appeared on criti- 
cally lauded television sitcoms, and both 
have survived the ups and downs of the 
entertainment scene. Speaking together, 
they immediately turn to improv, the 
craft that launched them both into the 
big time. 

This conversation has been edited 
and condensed. For Adsit and Ston- 
estreet’s deepest thoughts on David 
Hasselhoff’s Broadway C.V., Debbie 
Harry’s comic timing, and reading ce- 
lebrity autobiographies, visit sfweekly. 
com. 


On improvisation in sitcoms: 

Eric Stonestreet: People always ask 
me if we improvise on Modern Family. It’s 
like, well, we do — but as you know, 
when you improvise in that environ- 
ment, inevitably it always ends up taking 
more time, because something good will 
happen and then they'll say, “Well, now 
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we have to go back and get that,” and 
then the crew is looking at you like, 
“Why don’t you just keep your mouth 
shut and do the lines that are scripted 
and then we won't have to go back and 
pick up your funny yuk-yuks.” 





Scott Adsit 


Scott Adsit: Well, on 30 Rock it was 
such a pristine script every week that we 
would maybe add something to the end 
of a scene or to the beginning, but gener- 
ally it was this really ornate carousel that 
they'd created so you'd hate to change 
the things they'd crafted so well. We 
would throw lines in, and sometimes it 
would stick. But they also overwrote 


Eric 
Stonestreet 





scripts, which I’m sure they do on your 
show, where it’s like seven or eight min- 
utes over once you've shot it. 

ES: Typically, where we improvise on 
our show is in the interviews. As the 
years have gone on, nobody really does it 
anymore. We would throw different 
things in during those interviews, but 
ours is the same way where nobody really 
messes with too much of the scene. Im- 
proving on television is different than on 
stage. It’s like a living, moving organism. 
I think that’s always surprising for guests 
when they come to to watch people tape 
our show or your show: how serious ev- 
eryone is about being funny. 

SA: I improvise as much as I can. I do 
Upright Citizens Brigade out here in 
New York and also in L.A. when I’m 
there. It’s what gives me pleasure. I just 
had a birthday, and I tried to think of 
what to do for my birthday, what would 
give me the most pleasure, and it was im- 
provising. So, I did a show at UCB that 
was kind of a surprise show — I didn’t 
tell the audience what the show would 


be. 


ES: I saw somebody tweet about [that]. 
That was so cool! 

SA: It was pretty cool. The audience 
didn’t know what was going to happen, 
and I ended up just doing two-person 
scenes with some of my favorite people. 
ES: You didn’t invite Jack McBrayer [30 
Rock’s Kenneth], did you? 

SA: I would never invite Jack McBrayer. 
ES: Oh, yeah. God. As soon as you said 
“some of my favorite people,” I knew. I 
guess that was a stupid question for me 
to even ask. 

SA: Well, hey. He would run rings 
around me. I did have [Rachael] Dratch 
and Tina [Fey] and Cristin Milioti and 
some friends who sing on Broadway. 
Jane Krakowski got up, and Cady Huff- 
man. It was one of my favorite nights of 
my life. 


It Gets Worse!: 
Michael 
Showalter and 
Kevin Allison 


Despite Kevin Allison's immensely suc- 
cessful RISK! podcast, and Michael 
Showalter’s work in such beloved proj- 
ects as Wet Hot American Summer and 
Stella, the two comics are destined to for- 
ever be linked for their time as two-elev- 
enths of the cult classic sketch group The 
State. Catching up on each other’s lives, 
they hit on what it meant now that 
they’re (possibly) getting older. 

This conversation has been edited 
and condensed. For the full conversa- 
tion, as they discuss working with Sally 
Field, dating younger people, and Gore 
Vidal’s habit of encouraging his hus- 
band to have sex with prostitutes, visit 
sfweekly.com. 


On managing addictions while living with 
small children: 

Kevin Allison: So how are things with 
the kids? Are you still at the stage where 
you don’t get much sleep? 

Michael Showalter: No, they’re pretty 
good sleepers. We did sleep training, 
where basically you let them cry pretty 
early on instead of soothing them so that 
they learn to soothe themselves and go 
to sleep. 

KA: Oh, that’s pretty awesome. 

MS: Yeah. You don’t want to get them 
into a thing where they need you to calm 
down. 

KA: I feel like that’s a lesson I could learn 
myself: Cry it out and don’t think you 
need anything else. 

MS: Right. Like, what would the other 
thing be? Like alcohol or drugs or food or 
Sex? 

KA: Absolutely. 

MS: Or group sex. 

KA: Or group sex, sure. You know, I 
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went back to drinking. 


MS: Oh, that’s good! 

KA: I did that for a lot of 2014 and some 
of 2015, 

MS: How did that go? 

KA: It didn’t go well. I kind of predicted 
it wouldn't. At the outset I gave myself a 
30 percent chance of finding out that I 
could successfully moderate with alcohol 
in my 40s. I hadn’t had a drink in nine 
years. I learned quite quickly that it 
wasn't working. Fortunately, I havea 
therapist now, and we both decided that 
my drinking is completely and totally 





done for. You know, it gets worse! 

MS: It’s like when I quit smoking. I quit 
smoking for five years. I’ve now quit 
again, for good I think, but at one point 
I'd quit smoking for five years and when | 
started up again, I was back up to a pack 
a day within two days. 

KA: Right. In the past couple of years, 
now that I have some financial stability 
from the success of RISK! [Allison’s pod- 
cast], it’s changed a lot for me. It’s put me 
in a place where I can look with more 
ease, with a little bit more sobriety, at 
some of my bad habits and realize that 
I’m about to turn 46. I knowI'Il be able to 
accomplish so much more if I start tak- 
ing care of myself in ways I already know 
[have to. 

MS: I absolutely know what you mean. 
The whole thing about getting older — 
I’m turning 35 next month — and I’m al- 
ready noticing just how much more I 
have to exercise and watch my diet, be- 
cause when you hit your mid-30s like I 
am — you know, I’m about to hit my 
mid-30s — you've really got to watch 
that stuff. 

KA: Yeah, having just turned that corner 
from 29 to 30 last year, I am experienc- 
ing some changes. 

MS: But you just said you were turning 
46. 

KA: Look, I’m enjoying my mid-20s just 
fine and dandy right now. 

MS: Oh, so now you're in your mid-20s? 
KA: Yeah! I’m doing an old card trick on 
you. 

MS: What’s it called? What’s this card 
trick called? 

KA: Reducing the Age That You're 
Talking About in a Conversation. It’s a 
strange name for a card trick. 

MS: It’s long. 
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: | BUY 1 WINDOW OR PATIO DOOR 
GET 1 WINDOW OR PATIO DOOR 


: yA el 3 a 
=< $9 0 O% 


WE MAKE REPLACING = Sj eat tata 
YOUR WIND OWS EASY. = | Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum PR ae 


windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties 
and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the promotional period 


The most hassle-free home improvement but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. 
project you'll ever have. You wont have to deal 
with a manufacturer or chase down an installer— 
we handle the entire process. 














Call for your FREE Window and Patio Door Diagnosis 


1-800-671-0323 


Renewal | CERTIFIED 
byAndersen. | 


14,067 other Bay Area homeowners have 
trusted us. [hat means we understand the 
window and patio door problems in this area. 








'Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas, 40% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or 
patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. Discount applied to lowest priced window products in purchase. 0% APR and no payments for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit 
approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 
Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions 
arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders 
interested in financing. CA B Lic.# 972702. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 
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Thursday 1/7 | Art 


THE SAD AND THE 
BEAUTIFUL 


Graceful, contemplative, political, 
and disturbing, the landscape images of 
David Maisel initially look like Abstract 
Expressionist paintings. Upon closer 
view, they turn out to be aerial photo- 
graphs that poetically document how 
human activity has spoiled the land. In 
The Fall, a recent series created for an 
El Greco commemorative event, Maisel 
presents color images of Spain that 
show the environmental effects of ag- 
riculture, industry, and urban develop- 
ment. Shot in the area between Toledo 
and Madrid, the featured photographs 
— of abandoned construction sites, 
crosshatched fields, and ashy-looking 
extraction zones — contain an almost 
otherworldly beauty and, with the 
destruction they picture, also suggest 
something harrowing. Maisel has called 
the overall effect the “apocalyptic sub- 
lime.” The show opens with a reception 
for the artist tonight. 

David Maisel’s The Fall opens with a 
reception from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thurs- 
day, Jan. 7, at Haines Gallery, 49 Geary 
St., fifth floor, S.E Free; 415-397-8114 
or hainesgallery.com. Anita Katz 


Friday 1/8 | Event 


REAL MEN, DOINGREAL 
THINGS 


Long before hipster golf, Punk Rock 
Bowling, or Hillbilly Handfishin’, there 
was Fishing with John, an implausi- 
ble television series hosted, written, and 
directed by Lounge Lizards’ composer/ 
saxophonist John Lurie. There were only 
six episodes filmed between 1991-92 — 
somewhere between Lurie’s work on Mys- 
tery Train and Get Shorty — but those 
who saw it have been long haunted by 
the undeniable non-sequiturs of narrator 
Robb Webb and the catchall refrain, “ahhh 
... fishing.” In presumptive No Wave 
style, the show begins with two longtime 
friends — Lurie and film director Jim 
Jarmusch — going shark fishing off the 
coast of New York with a handgun anda 
slice of cheese. The series ends with Lurie 
and Willem Dafoe starving to death while 
ice-fishing in Maine. Then it begins again 
with Dennis Hopper hunting giant squid 
in Thailand. Along the way, Tom Waits 
gets sick and invokes the mythic chicken 
fish; Matt Dillon does a sacred floppy 
dance; and Dafoe makes hypothermia 
sound good. The screening is followed by 
conversation between Lurie and actress 
Parker Posey. You will have questions. 

“Fishing with John” celebration starts 
at 9:30 p.m. at the Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro St., S.F. $25; 415-621-6120 or sf- 
sketchfest.com. Silke Tudor 
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Saturday 1/9 Art 


WHO'S THAT LADY? 


Yes, it is just a painting, but, as such, 
Portrait of a Lady with a Unicorn is a 
stunner. And a museum exhibition ex- 
ploring its history and intrigue promises 
to bring Raphael's fame-shrouded art- 
work into insightful focus. Completed 
by Raphael in 1506, the oil painting, 
which features a young blond woman 
holding a unicorn, exemplifies the 
beauty and grace of Raphael’s female 
portraits, as well as the sentiment that 
distinguished Raphael from fellow 
Renaissance giants Leonardo da Vinci 
and Michelangelo. The exhibition will 
explore the mysteries that have sur- 
rounded the enigmatic portrait, includ- 
ing those involving the sitter’s identity 
and the painting’s iconography. Scholars 
believe that Raphael created it for a wed- 
ding, noting that the unicorn symbolizes 
chastity. Also examined is the painting’s 
stylistic similarity to da Vinci's Mona 
Lisa. Titled Sublime Beauty, the 
show, which marks the painting’s U.S. 
debut, will open at the Legion of Honor 
on Saturday. Special events on that da 
will include a lecture by a Raphael expert 
and an art-making station. 

Sublime Beauty, featuring Raphael’s 
Portrait of a Lady with a Unicorn, open 
at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 9, at the 
Legion of Honor, 100 34th Ave., S.F. $6- 
$10; 415-750-3600 or famsf.org. Anita 
Katz 


SUNDAY 1/10 | Queer Film 


BODYPOLITIQUE 


In Claire Denis’ Beau Travail, French 
Legionnaires train under the blazing 
sun along the Gulf of Aden. Wrestling 
on the pale rocky ground, circling their 
Master Sergeant with precise footwork 
and aggressive feints, running through 
choreographed drills of kicks, lunges, 
and punches, they turn military exercise 
into a hyper-masculine ballet. While 
no one can miss the keen sociopolitical 
commentary of Denis’ work, this movie 
— loosely based on Billy Budd, Herman 
Melville’s novel about a charismatic 
young sailor destroyed by the sadis- 
tic master-at-arms — highlights her 
uniquely languid visual aesthetic, built 
on long shots that are carefully edited 
into poetic ruminations on form. Chi- 
cago-based poet Jan-Henry Gray intro- 
duces this special Sunday installment of 
the monthly queer film series my gaze/// 
yr gaze, but there is no better way to 
explore the historical importance of this 
film than through the eyes of curator Ir- 
win Swirnoff — known to most locals as 
longtime DJ and onetime music director 
at KUSE, and to film students at UCSF 
and Cal State Monterey Bay as their 
most awesome teacher. MGYG is BYOB. 

“my gaze///yr gaze” starts at 6 p.m. at 
Alley Cat Books, 3036 24th St., S.F. Free; 
415-824-1761 or alleycatbookshop.com. 
Silke Tudor 
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Monday 1/11| History 


AVERYBAD YEAR 


If asked to name a shattering year in 
human history and events that occurred 
therein, people might mention the 9/11 
attacks of 2001, or the stock market 
crash of 1929, or assassinations that 
happened in 1914 or 1963. They might 
cite years associated with famines, war 
crimes, earthquakes, or the day the mu- 
sic died. But 1177 B.C.? The Bronze Age 
suddenly crumbled and a dark age began 
in that year, but few of us know about 
that monumental shift. Providing en- 
lightenment is author and archaeologist 
Eric H. Cline, whose new book, 1177 
B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed, 
examines how the Bronze Age — and, 
with it, the writing systems, grand 
architecture, and thriving economies 
of the Mycenaeans, Trojans, Hittites, 
Minoans, and Babylonians — ended. 
Praised as both an historian and a sto- 
ryteller, Cline details how invasions by 
the marauding Sea Peoples, along with 
natural disasters, trade-route losses, and 
other misfortunes, brought about the 
demise of the then-civilized world. 

Eric Cline will talk about 1177 B.C.: 
The Year Civilization Collapsed at 7:30 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 11, at the SFJazz 
Center, 201 Franklin St., S.F. $15; long- 
now.org. Anita Katz 
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Wednesday 1/13 Science 


RATIONALMAN 


In this country where major presi- 
dential candidates say that the world 
was created by God in six days and 
where about one-third of people believe 
in lucky numbers, professional skeptics 
like Michael Shermer have lots of work 
to do. For 15 years, Shermer has been 
writing columns for Scientitic Ameri- 
can, making a case for how science and 
reason will lead us on a path to truth 
and freedom and how deceiving our- 
selves is detrimental and dangerous. 
With his combination of solid scientific 
knowledge and an enjoyable writing 
style, Shermer has built a large, devoted 
following. He is also the founding pub- 
lisher of Skeptic magazine, the author 
of numerous articles and books, and 
a frequent participant in debates on 
pseudoscientific topics. Shermer will be 
speaking in Berkeley next week, pro- 
moting Skeptic: Viewing the World with 
a Rational Eye, the just-published book 
that contains 75 of his Scientific Ameri- 
can columns. 

Michael Shermer will present Skep- 
tic: Viewing the World with a Rational 
Eye, at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 13, 
at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 2727 
College Ave., Berkeley. $12-$15; kpfa. 
org. Anita Katz 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or 
have a listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Listings 
rotate regularly, as space allows. Our complete 
listings of local events - searchable by keyword, 
date, and genre - are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. CORNERED”: A solo exhibition 
by artist and curator Micah LeBrun, offering a 
unique opportunity for artists and patrons to 
critique his work. Jan. 8-Feb. 28. free. 111 Minna, 
San Francisco, 974-1719, 11lminnagallery.com. 

Arte Verissima. ‘La Famiglia’: Celebrating the 
community of visual artists whose past, present, 
and future involvement makes the gallery's 
rigorous programming of exhibitions possible. 
“La Famiglia,” features a curated selection of 
works by twelve celebrated local artists: Andrew 
Ameral, Douglas Andelin, Halsted Craig Hannah, 
Robert Hunt, Jamie Morgan, Lawrence Noble, Ka- 
zuhiko Sano, Robert Steele, Lauren Szabo, Carol 
Tarzier, Bruce Wolfe, and Dennis Ziemienski. 
Through Jan. 10. free. arteverissima.com/ 
la-famiglia-group-exhibition/. 4432 Piedmont, 
Oakland, 818-730-3677, arteverissima.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by 
Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernac- 
ular 19th-century memorials and the influence 
of industrialized printmaking on images of 
memory and domesticity. Prints, paintings, 
glass etchings, and embroidery pieces combine 
cemetery grave imagery with monograms. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 

Chandran Gallery. Major Work: An exhibit of large- 
scale works by 14 significant contemporary 
artists including Aaron Noble, Dalek, Tim Biskup, 
Revok, and Eric White. First Tuesday-Saturday of 
every month, 12-6 p.m. Continues through Jan. 
15. free. 459 Geary, San Francisco, 312-4120, 
chandrangallery.com. 

City Hall. Jeremy Fish: 0 Glorious City: Jeremy 
Fish was named San Francisco City Hall's first 
artist-in-residence. The San Francisco Arts 
Commission has given Fish a mandate to create 
100 art pieces to be on display at City Hall. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 8 
a.m.-8 p.m. Continues through Feb. 12. Free. 
sfartscommission.org. 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, 
San Francisco, 554-5184, sfgov.org. 

David Brower Center. Edward Burtynsky: “Water”: 
The exhibit features Burtynsky’s latest: Water, 
which took him to the Deepwater Horizon spill, 
Rajasthan, Salton Sea, Netherlands, and the 
Yellow River Dam in China. The exhibit opens 
with a talk by Burtynsky. Mondays-Fridays, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 4. Free. 
510-809-0900. browercenter.org. 2150 Allston 
Way, Berkeley, 510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Celestial Nights: Photo- 
graphs by Neil Folberg: The Dryansky Gallery 
marks its one year anniversary with the pow- 
erful exhibition, Celestial Nights, a spectacular 
series of black and white photographs by 
Jerusalem-based photographer, Neil Folberg. 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 11.a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturdays, 
Sundays, 12:30-5 p.m. Continues through Jan. 
17. Free. 932-9302. www.thedryansky.com/ 
neil-folberg-exhibition. 2120 Union, San Fran- 
cisco, 932-9302, thedryansky.com. 

FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting show 
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featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle Fleck, Emily 
Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. Wednesdays-Satur- 
days. 2277 Mission, San Francisco, 500-2166, 
ffdg.net. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show 
featuring Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, 
Smithe, and Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Sam Flores: “Daydreams and Nightmares”: A 
solo exhibition presented by Upper Playground. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 12-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 31. free. 252 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. ‘A Studio in Iceland”: A 
group exhibition featuring works by John Buck, 
Hunter Buck, Deborah Butterfield, Pordis A. 
Siguroardottir, Emma Ulen-Klees, Nina Zurier, 
and John Zurier. Through Jan. 16. 14 Geary, San 
Francisco, 433-2710, gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. ‘No One and No Where": A 
series of new graphite drawings by Ed Loftus. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 11 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Jan. 23. free. 
49 Geary, San Francisco, 296-9661, gregorylin- 
dgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. ‘Vernacular Vixens’: Found 
images of women from the Robert E. Jackson 
Collection. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 6. free. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, San 
Francisco, 781-1122, roberttat.com. 

San Francisco Main Library. ‘| Am San Francisco: 
(Re)Collecting the Home of Native Black San 
Franciscans”: An exhibit concerned with the 
city's steady decline of African American res- 
idents, asks visual artists to interpret the real 
stories of locals. (Silke Tudor) Through March 
10. free. 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4400, 
sfpl.org. 

SF Camerawork. Meghann Riepenhoff: Meghann 
Riepenhoff, an artist who uses cyanotype 
— one of the oldest photographic processes — 
celebrates her latest body of work with Littoral 
Drift, named for the wind-driven etchings that 
waves leave on sand. (Silke Tudor) Through Feb. 
3, 6 p.m. free. 1011 Market St. 2nd Floor, San 
Francisco, 487-1011, sfcamerawork.org. 


BURLESQUE 


Bombshell Betty & Her Burlesqueteers: Get 
bawdy at this monthly burlesque performance 
with music provided by Fromagique. Second 
Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m., $10, bomb- 
shellbetty.net. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Burlesque in YOUR Neck of the Woods: The 
Richmond gets Red Hot(s) with Dottie Lux 
and company. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10-$20, 
redhotsburlesque.com. Neck of the Woods, 
406 Clement, San Francisco, 387-6343, neck- 
ofthewoodssf.com. 

The Garter Room: An Intimate Burlesque Affair: 
With Fishnet Follies Classic Burlesque Revue. 
First Thursday of every month, 10 p.m., $8-$13, 
fishnetfollies.com. Legionnaire Saloon, 2272 
Telegraph, Oakland, 510-891-8660, legion- 
nairesaloon.com. 

Hubba Hubba Revue: Second Friday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., $15-$30, hubbarevue.com. 
DNA Lounge, 375 llth St., San Francisco, 626- 
1409, dnalounge.com. 

Mischief: Weekly burlesque and variety show 
featuring Hunny Bunny and Her Hot Toddies. 
Fridays, 8 p.m., free, hunnybunnyburlesque. 
com. Skylark Bar, 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
621-9294, skylarkbar.com. 

Monday Night Hubba: Oakland's loss is San 
Francisco's gain as the closure of the Uptown 
Nightclub means Hubba Hubba Revue's weekly 
burlesque show moves to SOMA on Monday 
nights. Mondays, 9 p.m., $7-$12, hubbarevue. 
com. DNA Lounge, 375 lith St., San Francisco, 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these 


weekly shimmy showcases since 2008. Fridays, 
7 p.m.; Wednesdays, 7 p.m., $5-$10, redhotsbur- 
lesque.com. BeatBox, 314 1th St., San Francisco, 
500-2675, beatboxsf.com. 


COMEDY 


Baron Vaughn: The Saturdaze Tour: w/ Emmett 
Montgomery. Part of SF Sketchfest Fri., Jan. 
8, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview Room 
(The Hobart Building), 582 Market, San Fran- 
cisco, 781-3893, varietync.org/screening-room. 

Big Jay Oakerson’s What's Your F@%king 
Deal?: Part of SF Sketchfest Sat., Jan. 9. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 
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Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: Because 
when it comes to doing laundry, laughter makes 
your clothes’ whites whiter and colors brighter. 
That's just science, duh. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 
Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audi- 
ences) achance to unburden their minds at this 
regular night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 882-9100, shelton- 
theater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com- 


edy tournament featuring eight comedians all 
competing to be chosen as the champion. Unlike 
any other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give 
the power to the audience to choose who they 
want to see continue. Comedians literally live 
and die by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, 
https://www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 
The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., 
San Francisco. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laun- 
dromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Comedy Oasis: Hosted by Juan Medina. Second 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $5. Oasis, 298 


SUN VALLEY. A WINTER PARADISE FAMED FOR 
3,400 FEET OF QUAD-BUSTING RUNS, CRAVEABLE 
CUISINE AND ARTISTIC INSPIRATION THAT STIRS 
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lIth St., San Francisco, 985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and this 
weekly open mic means that you, too, can share 
the same stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, 
San Francisco, 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 954-0777, 
johnnyfoleys.com. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extravaganza: 
A wacky talent showcase with host Meredith 
Godfrey. Second Saturday of every month, 8 
p.m., free. The Hearth, 4701 Geary Blvd., San 
Francisco, 751-0200. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, San 
Francisco, 431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

H#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy pre- 
sented by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednes- 
days, 7 p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. 
Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San 
Francisco, 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & Queers: 
Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, with all 
genders welcome (but misogyny most definitely 
not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th St., San 
Francisco, 985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
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free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510- 
834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by 
Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley. 
com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 392- 
9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Milkin’ It!: Local and national comics hosted by 
Jules Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San 
Francisco, 387-6455, milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van Grol. 
Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Fran- 
cisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 742-7222, thebase- 
mentsf.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramontano 
hosts this free monthly stand-up showcase. 
Second Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free/ 
donation, mondayhappyhourcomedy.com. The 
Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 441-4099, 
theroyalesf.com. 

Mortified: Storytelling series where authors 
perform works from their own teenage journals, 
poems, schoolwork, and other embarrassing 
youth paraphernalia. Second Friday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., $15-$21, getmortified.com. 
DNA Lounge, 375 Ith St., San Francisco, 626- 
1409, dnalounge.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) 
plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, night- 
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lifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., 
San Francisco, 693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., 
free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 896-6374, 
clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live 
audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 2\st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Real Live Comedians: Second Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10 advance, facebook.com/ 
RealLiveComedians. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action 
Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $5-$20, 
facebook.com/medicinebug. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 387-6455, milksf.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 882-9100, shelton- 
theater.org. 

The Setup: A night of “comedy in the TL on the 
DL.” Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/TheSetupSF. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 742-7222, thebase- 
mentsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 


What you need to 
know about YOUR 


DIVORCE OPTIONS 


Divorce Options is a 3 hour 
educational workshop offered 
monthly, equally appropriate if you 
are married or a state registered 
domestic partner, and whether you 
have children or not. 


Divorce Options is presented on 
the first Saturday of each month and 
once a quarter on Tuesday evenings 
by a panel of collaboratively trained 
attorneys, financial professionals 
and mental health professionals, 
who are members of: 


Collaborative Practice 
San Francisco. 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 6, 9:30AM-12:30PM 
SATURDAY MARCH 5, 9:30AM-12:30PM 


Special $10 Discount Per Person if 
you Pre-Register on Eventbrite 


@Jewish Community Center (JCC) 
3200 California Street (at Presidio) 
San Francisco * $45 per person 


Abt th 4p 


www.cp-sf.com 
DivorceOptionsSF@gmail.com 
www.DivorceOptionsInfo.org 





THURSDAY 





Event 


MORS VINCIT OMNIA 





1/7 


SoU M -MeTe) ate 
to Die 


In 1917, Sigmund Freud defined grief as something essentially private. But prior 
to the 20th century, private grief and public mourning were intrinsically linked 
— even in stoic Britain, family members wore mourning clothes for years. In Ja- 
pan, where there is no term for grief, mourning — the active response to death 
and its accompanying emotions — is a shared, communal act. In China and 
Greece, where mourners may be hired, loss is met by public lamentation. Yet, in 
our own culture, where almost no one dies at home, public grieving is quickly 
viewed as pathological. Is it any wonder we find the Academy Awards’ annual In 
Memoriam tribute so touching? In no small way, You're Going to Die has set 
out to redress our communal alienation from life’s brass tacks by providing a 
public space to grapple with mortality and loss. For two nights, anyone is wel- 
come onstage to contribute to this communal eulogy and share stories, music, 
photographs, memories, laughter, tears, and insight about those who have 


passed or those who you will sorely miss. 


You're Going To Die starts at 8 p.m. and runs through Jan. 8 at the Lost 
Church, 65 Capp St., S.E. $10; 415-437-0593 or yg2d.com. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 





Music 


“Flying Under the Radar," first of 
three unique collaborations between 
Brazilian and U.S. artists, starts with 
young guitar virtuoso Ian Faquini, 
singer Sandy Cressman, and accordion 
player Colin Hogan at 7:30 p.m. 
through Jan. 9 at Red Poppy Art 
House, 2698 Folsom St., S.E $15-20; 
650-731-5383 or redpoppyarthouse. 
org. 


punchlines at this interactive and spontaneous 
comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, end- 
gamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

So You Think You Can Lap Dance?: A half-dozen 
contestants try their hands (and hips) at per- 
forming improvised lap dances on volunteers, 
with the audience choosing which one wins a 
totally sweet $25 gift certificate to Ross Dress 
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Discussion 


“Feast 2.0: How Technology is 
Reinventing Food,” a panel discus- 
sion with gastronomic innovators in- 
cluding cricket-flour pioneer Megan 
Miller, vegan cheese champion Ben Ru- 
pert, and renowned food developer 
Barb Stuckey, moderated by science 
and technology journalist Anne 
Schukat at 6:30 p.m. at Contemporary 
Jewish Museum, 736 Mission St., S.E 
Free-$5; 415-655-7801 or thecjm.org. 


for Less. Second Friday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $15-$20. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

The Something Something Shindig: Second Mon- 
day of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 387-6455, milksf.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines fol- 
lowed by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProduc- 
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punkkiCo 
“Salve 
Regina” 





Afshin Odabaee 


Dance 


BODY AND SPIRIT 


Why do so many people view the female body as something to possess? How do 
religions and spiritual practices justify making women cover their bodies? Can 
covered women use a hidden body language to communicate? Those are some of 
the questions choreographer Raisa Punkki and her company, punkkiCo, address 
in Salve Regina, a work described by the Finland-born Punkkias a “celebra- 
tion of the female spirit, body, and mind through dance.” The company has been 
on the local dance map since 2005, and Punkki is known for her expressive and 
sometimes strange contemporary and Finnish-based choreography. In Salve Re- 
gina, she examines the female form’s strong, sensual, and — for some — threat- 
ening elements and how those qualities have led religious and other moral 
authorities to force women to cover themselves. Female dancers ranging in age 
from eight to 47 will perform the work’s six pieces, drawing on personal experi- 
ences. The title refers to the Salve Regina, or “Hail Holy Queen” — a choral work 
from the Middle Ages and the final prayer in the Rosary. 

Raisa Punkki and punkkiCo perform Salve Regina at 8 p.m. Fri- 
day and Saturday, Jan. 8-9 and Jan. 15-16, and 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 10 
and 17, at Noh Space, 2840 Mariposa St, S.F. $18-$25; punkkiCo.com 
or brownpapertickets.com/event/2450358. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 





Super Indie Weirdness Burlesque 


“Hubba Hubba Revue: Warrior 
Women,” burlesque show featuring vi- 
vacious Valkyries, sword-wielding si- 
rens, tough temptresses, and 
battle-ready beauties, starts at 9:30 
burger, is followed by alivestand-up = p.m. at DNA Lounge, 375 11th St., S.F 
set from Neil Hamburger and music $15-30; 415-626-1409 or dnalounge. 
from the Secret Chiefs 3 at 8 p.m. com. 

through Jan. 9 at Roxie Theater, 3117 

16th St., S.F. $20; 415-863-1087 or 

roxie.com. 


Entertainment, a strange, brilliant, 
uncomfortable new film from Rick Al- 
verson starring Greg Turkington as 
The Comedian based on Turkington’s 
long-running character Neil Ham- 
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tions. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Supply and Demand with Steve Hofstetter: 
Thu., Jan. 7, 8 p.m., $20. Cobb's Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928-4320, cobb- 
scomedy.com. 

Tobin Mic Night: w/ Joe Tobin and very special 
guests Mon., Jan. 11, 8 p.m. Doc's Lab, 124 Co- 
lumbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Toomtastic Tuesdays: Comedy open mic night 
with Richard Toomer et vous. Second Tuesday 
of every month, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861- 
3663, brainwash.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 8 
p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 142 


APPAREL™P 


Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 383-9600, 142throck- 
mortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 742-7222, 
thebasementsf.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at this 
long-running weekly comedy catharsis. Fridays, 
10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgamesimprov. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 


DANCE - PERFORMANCES 


Mision Flamenca: Monthly live flamenco music 
and dance performances. Second Saturday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., $15, facebook.com/ 
mision.flamenca. Bissap Baobab, 3372 19th St., 
San Francisco, 826-9287, bissapbaobab.com. 


= 





LITERARY EVENTS 


Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open 
mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., 
free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 
International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, east- 
sideartsalliance.com. 

Left Coast Writers: Monthly readings by members 
of the LCW literary community. Second Monday 
of every month, 6 p.m., free, leftcoastwriters. 
com. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, 
San Francisco, 835-1020, bookpassage.com. 

The Moth StorySLAM: Dan Kennedy presides over 
this monthly gathering of raconteurs at which 
10 volunteers are randomly chosen to tell a 
five-minute tale. Second Monday of every month, 
7 p.m., $8-$16, themoth.org. Rickshaw Stop, 155 
Fell, San Francisco, 861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 

The Shout: Monthly storytelling event. Second 
Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, 


ACKS 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC | JANUARY 7-13,2016 | 21 


theshoutstorytelling.com. Perch, 440 Grand, 
Oakland, 510-922-1507, facebook.com/per- 
chcoffee. 


Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 


curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Fort Mason, 
Bldg. C, San Francisco, 771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 
Writers with Drinks: Spoken-word variety show 
that mixes genres — including poetry, stand-up 
comedy, sci-fi, romance, mystery, erotica, 
memoir, and more — to raise money for local 
nonprofits. Second Saturday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., $5-$20, writerswithdrinks.com. Elbo 
Room, 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552-7788, 
elbo.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. “Looking East": How Japan Inspired 
Monet, Van Gogh, and Other Western Artists: 
Looking East explores the many movements 
and artists affected by Japanese art, including 
the great impressionist and post-impressionist 
painters Vincent van Gogh, Mary Cassatt, Edgar 
Degas, Paul Gauguin and Claude Monet. Juxta- 
posing masterpieces of Western art and design 
with rare works by prominent Japanese artists, 
the exhibition reveals the interplay of new 
styles and themes inspired by Japan. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Continues through 
Feb. 7. $15. www.asianart.org/. 200 Larkin, San 
Francisco, 581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 


in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
San Francisco, 474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 
California Academy of Sciences. Animal Attrac- 
tion: Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating 
strategies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Habitat 
Earth: The California Academy of Sciences’ new- 
est planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turning 
the telescopes around and focusing on the 
greatest wonder of the universe — Earth itself 
— as it invites viewers to discover what it means 
to live in today’s connected world on the only 
planet known to sustain biodiversity and life. 
Daily. Color of Life: The Academy's bright new 
summer show celebrates the chromatic diversity 
of nature with live animals, interactive displays, 
dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. Earthquake: 
Treat your senses to seismic overload in this 
exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth model 
illustrating plate tectonics, a recreation of 
a Victorian salon that shakes like two of San 
Francisco's most famous quakes, a planetarium 
Show, interactive displays, and more. Daily. 
Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast 
and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef 
Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's live 
coral tank and offer live explanations of its 


denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake 
Encounter: Get up close and personal with some 
of the Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. 
Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly afterhours 
party featuring dance music, drinks, scientific 
presentations, hands-on activities, and more 
for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. 
$10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 
Sharks and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s 
residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 391-1188, chsa.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Garden Railway: 1915 


Pan-Pacific: Garden Railway displays miniature 
replicas of World's Fair attractions. Through April 
10. $8. 100 John F. Kennedy Drive, San Francisco, 
666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Chasing Justice: 


The exhibition Chasing Justice is inspired by the 
biblical exhortation of Deuteronomy (16:20) to 
“pursue justice.” Arnold Mesches, Joby Barron, 
and Robbin Henderson have produced bodies 
of work that explore different approaches to 
this Jewish commitment. All have resulted in 
a variety of engagement with the government 
from surveillance to arrest. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 21. $12. www. 
thecjm.org. Hardly Strictly Warren Hellman: 
Anyone lucky enough to meet Warren Hellman, 
or see him perform at his signature cultural 
creation, Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, witnessed 
the utter joy and humanity that emanated from 
his being (and his banjo). The Contemporary 
Jewish Museum assembles rarely-seen videos 
of Hellman's performances in Golden Gate Park, 
along with special personal possessions like a 
banjo signed by star performers and a jacket 
covered with rhinestones and a Star of David. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Lamp 
of the Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as 
“an outsider artist,’ has repurposed 6 tons of 
steel into a 90-foot sheath of globes, light bulbs, 
old tools, and other objects that hang over the 
museum's central lobby. Like the eternal light 
that can be found in every synagogue, Lane's 
gigantic lamp can be seen as a symbol of higher 
connection — both literally and figuratively. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 736 
Mission, San Francisco, 655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Portals of the Past: The 


Photographs of Willard Worden: This flashback 
photo show magically transports viewers to old 
San Francisco, where you can see the original 
Cliff House, turn-of-century Chinatown, the 1915 
Panama-Pacific International Exhibition, and 
more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 
14.50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, San Francisco, 
150-3600, deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. After Dark: Leave the kids at home 


— this monthly party features adult-themed 
science programs, performances, and cocktails. 
Y'know, stuff grown-ups like. Ages 18+ only. 
First Thursday of every month, 6-10 p.m. $10- 
$15. Tactile Dome: One of the Exploratorium’s 
earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze designed 
to heighten one’s awareness of the sense of 
touch — reopens at the new location after a 
slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Per- 
manent Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
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Birthday Party 


STARMAN 


Stephanie Pool 


A 2013 study determined that great painters reach the peak of creativity around 41.92 years old — just under 62 percent of 
their expected lifespan. The number is elegant, given its relationship to the Golden Ratio, but it must be skewed proportion- 
ately lower for short-duration rock artists. Thankfully for the First Church of the Sacred Silversexual, David Bowie is 
not a rock artist, he is the original Space Oddity. As such, he can release his 26th studio album today, on his 69th birthday — 
and, if the titular single “Blackstar” is any indication, it will be as strange, absorbing, and far-fetched as any music he made 
during the 1970s (though considerably darker, we think). In celebration of his remarkable earthly incarnation, the Bowie 
Worship Band will perform The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars, followed by drag-star-studded rite 
with the Reverent Father Lysol Tony-Romeo imparting the Parable of Ziggy as enacted by Raya Light, U-Phoria, Trixxie Carr, 
Johnny Rockitt, and Phatima Rude. Visit the Silversexual Confession Booth, get facially transformed, and take psychosexual 


sacrament. “Wham-Bam! Thank you, ma’am.” 


The First Church of the Sacred Silversexual opens with Sergio Fedasz at 9 p.m. at the Chapel, 777 Valencia St., S.F. 


$20; 415-551-5157; thechapelsf.com. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 





Family Toons 


“Popcorn for Breakfast,” a monthly 


bonding experience for the whole fam- 
ily, features classic cartoons like Betty 
Boop in Snow White, Popeye in Aladdin 
and his Wonderful Lamp, and Felix the 
Cat in Felix in Fairy Land at 11 a.m. at 
Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., S.F. Free- 
$8; 415-863-1087 or roxie.com. 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 





San Francisco Movement Arts 
Festival, over 100 artists creating a 
moving labyrinth of performance 
within every nook and chapel of this 
famed church, starts at 6:30 p.m. at 
Grace Cathedral, 1100 California St., S.F 
$18; 415-749-6300 or SEFMAF org 





Theater 


Black Virgins Are Not for Hip- 
sters, a look at 21st-century courtship 
rituals through the eyes of 23-year old 
Echo Brown who is about to lose her vir- 
ginity to a white hipster she met on 
Craigslist, starts at 8:30 p.m. through 
Mar. 5 at Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia 
St., S.F. $20-100; 415-282-3055 or the- 
marsh.org. 
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famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT History Museum. “Reigning Queens: The 
Lost Photos of Roz Joseph”: An exhibit of pho- 
tographs taken during the 1970s of the Imperial 
Court to celebrate its 50th anniversary. Sundays, 
12-5 p.m.; Mondays, Wednesdays-Saturdays, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Feb. 1. Free. 30 
Years of Collecting Art That Tells Our Stories: 
Elisabeth Cornu curates a selection of visual art 
that recalls scenes from the heady, hot, turbu- 
lent days of gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past 
Becomes Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the 
history of queer youth activism, exploring lost 


S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneer- 
ing lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting 
Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., 
San Francisco, 621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


International Art Museum of America. Free 


Guided Museum Tour: Monthly tour of the IAMA’s 
diverse exhibits and highlighted artists. Second 
Sunday of every month, 1:30 p.m. free. 1025 
Market St., San Francisco, 376-6344, iamasf.org. 


Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently re- 


stored, this installation recreates the extrava- 
gant French Neoclassical interior of the Hotel de 
la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. Bowles 
Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England and 
continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th 


Ave., San Francisco, 750-3600, legionofhonor. 
famsf.org. 


The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science Sun- 


days: Learn about oceans and the wildlife within 
during classroom presentations and docent-led 
tours of the MMC. Second and Fourth Sunday of 
every month, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker 
Road, Sausalito, marinemammalcenter.org. 


Museum of the African Diaspora. Alison Saar: 


“Bearing”: Saar utilizes manipulated materials 
such as glass and tar and found objects such as 
sugar sacks, mops, and raw cotton to merge the 
historical past with contemporary bodies. The 
historical attachments associated with such ma- 
terials provoke conversation about the burdens 
endured by African Americans stemming from 
the legacy of slavery and racial discrimination, 


through July 24. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238- 
2200, museumca.org. 


Palace of Fine Arts. City Rising: San Francisco 


and the 1915 World’s Fair: To commemorate 
the centennial of the Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exhibition, the California Historical 
Society presents an exhibit featuring vintage 
images, an animated video, illustrated map, 
architectural remnants from the fair, and the 
PPIE’s last remaining structure, the Palace of 
Fine Arts itself. Through Jan. 10, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Free. californiahistoricalsociety.org. 3301 Lyon, 
San Francisco, 567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 


Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live pre- 


sentations about the animals who live at the 
museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, 
San Francisco, 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


Tl a.m. Free. Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative 
with arts and crafts projects for children and 
parents alike. Saturdays, 1p.m.$3-$5. 745 Treat, 
San Francisco, 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 


Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA’s own collection that 


both past and present. Wednesdays-Sundays. § Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 


SUNDAY 


1/10 





Art 


BEYOND THE PASSION NARRATIVES 


Entering a contemporary exhibit by Masami Teraoka is a little like walking 
into a Catholic cathedral. Narrative triptychs, styled after late Medieval altar- 
pieces, tower nine feet from floor to crown, emblazoned with gold gilding and 
layers of richly hued, meticulously worked pigments. Images invoking religious 
trials depict the suffering of the powerless under the unfettered hands of the 
wicked. However, it is not Teraoka’s martyrs that are religious, it is his torturers. 
After having made a name for himself responding to the AIDS crisis and the Bill 
Clinton impeachment scandal in a style reminiscent of traditional Japanese uki- 
yo-e block prints, Teraoka boldly switched artistic mediums to befit his current 
topic: the rampant abuses of the Catholic Church, from child molestation to the 
condemnation of homosexuality. In The Cloisters Last Supper series, amid vivid 
portrayals of sadistic priests and peculiar perversions enacted by cephalopods, 
are disturbing depictions of Pussy Riot, Vladimir Putin, Pope Francis, and the 
modern geisha Momotaro, who has actually entertained at previous art open- 
ings. We can only hope that real liberation lies ahead for all. 

Masami Teraoka’s exhibit opens at 4 p.m. at Catharine Clark Gallery, 248 
Utah St., S.F. Free; 415-399-1439 or cclarkgallery.com. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Film Anniversary 


The Russians are Coming, the Rus- 
sians are Coming, 50th anniversary cele- 
bration of the disturbingly relevant 
cold-war comedy features conversation 
with Oscar-winning actor Alan Arkin after 
the screening at 2 p.m. at Castro Theatre, 
429 Castro St., S.F. $25; 415-621-6120 or 
castrotheatre.com. sfsketchfest.com. 
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LETTERS NEWS 


Continues through April 16. $5-$10. 685 Mission, 
San Francisco, 358-7200, moadsf.org. 


Oakland Museum of California. Bees: Tiny Insect, 


Big Impact: With bee populations declining 
across the nation, this family friendly exhibit 
acts as both an introduction to these striped 
insects and a wake-up call about their ecological 
importance. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
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Science Workshop: Each week kids and par- 
ents can participate in artistic activities that 
illuminate some aspect of science. Saturdays, 
10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: Though the 
Randall's regular facilities in Corona Heights are 
temporarily closed, the animals who live at the 
museum will make weekly trips down to the 
Mission for free live presentations. Saturdays, 
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GACRAMIEN z 7 Spring Street 


Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. 
A). ‘The Forty Part Motet’’: A stunning sound 
installation composed of 40 speakers, each of 
which delivers a distinct voice from the Salisbury 
Cathedral Choir performing Thomas Tallis’s 
16th-century composition Spem in Alium. Through 
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Literary 


NEW CHAPTERS 


Bookstores and literary salons remain vital in this anomalous town, and a new 
author series, Perfectly Queer, is now part of the scene. The monthly salon 
will feature LGBT readings, and it begins Monday with a three-author slate anda 
“New Year, New Books” theme. Multiple-award-winning fiction writer Lori Ostlund 
will share her debut novel, After the Parade, the story of a 41-year-old man strug- 
gling to have a fulfilling life in San Francisco after he leaves a longtime relationship. 
The book was on the shortlist for the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize. 
Award-winning poet and novelist Andrew Demcak will discuss A Little Bit 

Langston, his young-adult novel about a gay teen with a poetic streak and supernat- 
ural powers. Demcak’s previous work has been nominated for the Pushcart Prize, 
Lambda Award, and other honors. Also on the bill is Natasha Dennerstein, an MFA 
candidate at San Francisco State University. She will be reading from her new po- 
etry collection, Anatomize. 

Perfectly Queer, a new LGBT literary salon, debuts at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 11, at 
Books Inc., 2275 Market St., S.F. Free; 415-864-6777 or booksinc.net. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Music Movie Ke 


Live Forever: The Rise and Fall of 
Britpop, a cheeky, Molly-fueled docu- 
mentary that captures the perfor- 
mances and indulgences of the ‘90s 
with members of Pulp, Oasis, Blur, and W 
Sleeper, start at 10 p.m. at Alamo 
Drafthouse, 2550 Mission St., S.E. 

$13.25; 415-549-5959 or drafthouse. 
com/sf. 
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Peter Hujar, 
Paul Thek, 
Nude, 
Astride 
7&1) Pm b-=y>) 


Art 


10F 13 MOST BEAUTIFUL BOYS 


Arguably, the most widely known photograph of Candy Darling — transgender 
actress, Velvet Underground muse, and Warhol Superstar — was taken by Peter 
Hujar. Darling, looking somehow lyrical and ravishing, lies on her deathbed at 
Columbia Medical Center at the age of 29. Hujar, like Darling, had an eye that 
did not shy away from subjects of sex or death, nor the gritty, beautiful bits be- 
tween. This made him a beloved, if difficult, fixture on New York’s Lower East 
Side during the 70s and’80s. A list of his iconic portraits — Susan Sontag, Di- 
vine, John Waters, installation artist Paul Thek, fashion columnist Diana Vree- 
land, writer and drag performer Ethyl Eichelberger — reads like a who’s who of 
bohemian brilliance. But to approach the breadth of this 30-year career, Peter 
Hujar: 21 Pictures places portraits among less frequently recognized images 
from city streets, seaside piers, and Capuchin Catacombs. Depictions of dogs, we 
think, could feature as prominently as dicks, but that doesn’t mean you should 
bring your grandma (unless she’s cool like Cookie Mueller). 

Peter Hujar: 21 Pictures opens at 10:30 a.m. through Mar. 5 at Fraenkel 
Gallery, 49 Geary St. #450, S.F. 415-981-2661 orfraenkelgallery.com. Silke 
Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Reading 


Opposite of Hollywood, an autobi- 
ographical novel about a young girl 
whose family suddenly changes identity 
and flees the U.S. when the feds tie her 
conman dad to the Mob, is read and 
signed by author Margot Perin at 7 p.m. 
at Bernal Heights Library, 500 Cortland 
Ave., S.F. Free; 415-255-2810 or sfpl.org. 
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Jan. 18. Free with RSVP. 2 Marina Boulevard, San 
Francisco, 441-4777, sfmoma.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 
Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, this 
Future Cities Lab installation lights up as it in- 
corporates local trending search engine results 
and social media postings. Onlookers can offer 
their own contributions, which feed into the data 
stream, light up the sculpture, and reflect the 
city's volatile internet habits. Through May 31, 
2017. Free. Lightswarm: This suspended window 
sculpture turns the YBCA’s glass wall into a 
glowing parade of sound-sensing lights that 
changes with the movements of nearby people 
and things. Through Oct. 31. Free. 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


“Avenue Q”: Music, Lyrics and Original Concept By 
Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx. Book by Jeff Whitty. 
Directed by Dennis Lickteig. Music Direction by 
Ben Prince. Orchestrations and Arrangements 
Stephen Oremus. Through Jan. 31, $25-$45. New 
Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 861-8972, nctcsf.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look 
at the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

“Forever Tango”: Featuring Anna Trebunskaya and 
Dmitry Chaplin. Through Jan. 10. Herbst Theatre, 
401 Van Ness, San Francisco, 392-4400, www. 
sfwmpac.org/herbst/ht_index.html. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, perfor- 
mance artists, and others take the stage at this 
regular staging of works in progress. Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 826-5750, themarsh.org. 

“The Mousetrap”: Agatha Christie's The Mouse- 
trap, the longest-running show in theatrical 
history, brings the Monskwell Manor murder 
to the Bay Area. (Silke Tudor) Sundays, 5 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Jan. 9, 
$5-$40. The Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby, Berkeley, 
510-841-6500, www.shotgunplayers.org. 

“Satchmo at The Waldorf”: By Terry Teachout. 
Directed by Gordon Edelstein. Starring John 
Douglas Thompson. Jan. 13-Feb. 7, $20-$120. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 
Geary, San Francisco, 749-2228, act-sf.org. 

Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub’s Stuart 
Bousel and Megan Cohen host this “writing 
sprint” where hastily penned thematic mono- 
logues get performed before the ink even gets 
a chance to dry. Second Saturday of every 
month, 8:30 p.m., free. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, 
San Francisco, 673-3847, theexit.org. 

Shotz: Amios cooks up a new set of thematically 
linked one-act, five-minute plays that share 
common criteria. Second Wednesday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $10, amios.wordpress.com. 
PianoF ight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 816-3691, 
pianofight.com. 
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Art 


RATIONAL MAN 


In this country where major presidential candidates say that the world was created by God in six 
days and where about one-third of people believe in lucky numbers, professional skeptics like Michael 
Shermer have lots of work to do. For 15 years, Shermer has been writing columns for Scientitic Ameri- 
can, making a case for how science and reason will lead us on a path to truth and freedom and how de- 
ceiving ourselves out of ignorance is detrimental and dangerous. With his combination of solid 
scientific knowledge and an enjoyable writing style, Shermer has built a large, devoted following. He is 
also the founding publisher of Skeptic magazine, the author of numerous articles and books, and a fre- 
quent participant in debates on pseudoscientific topics. Shermer will be speaking in Berkeley next 
week, promoting Skeptic: Viewing the World with a Rational Eye, the just-published book that con- 
tains 75 of his Scientific American columns. 

Michael Shermer presents Skeptic: Viewing the World with a Rational Eye at 7:30 p.m. Wednes- 
day, Jan. 13, at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 2727 College Ave., Berkeley. $12-$15; kpfa.org. 
Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Agitator Advice 


Obfuscation: A User's Guide for Pri- 
vacy and Protest, a delightful guide to in- 
terfering with mass data collection through 
online camouflage and sabotage, is explained 
by authors Finn Brunton and Helen Nissen- 
baum at 7 p.m. at City Lights Bookstore, 261 
Columbus Ave., S.F. Free; 415-362-8193 or 
citylights.com. 


Michael Shermer 
presents Skeptic 
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UB SRUAL > TOWARD A POST-HIV FUTURE 


Swagger Like Us 


Magnet, the Castro's health clinic and cultural center, reopens around the block as Strut. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Recently, Tim L. Jones, the interim 
CEO of the San Francisco AIDS Foun- 
dation, called up Peter Berlin, a gay 
filmmaker who became notorious in 
the “70s for his erotic self-portraiture. 


“Peter, I’ve been looking at your cock all 


day,” he said. 

It was not because he was wast- 
ing time at his office computer as so 
many of us do. Jones heads up Strut, 
the Castro’s new three-story center 
for sexual health and wellness. The 
organization, which began seeing 
patients this week, supersedes the 
well-known Magnet, which was just 
around the corner on 18th Street. 
Magnet doubled as a community cen- 
ter and art gallery — as will Strut — 
and its final show was “Man Candy,” 
S.F. artist Jason Mecier’s exhibit of 
movie stars and porn icons fashioned 
from licorice and Hot Tamales. Meci- 
er’s portrait of Peter Berlin currently 
sits opposite Jones’ new desk. 

Naughty artwork aside, Magnet 
had been the cornerstone of sexual 
health in the U.S.’s most famous 
LGBT neighborhood for more than 
a decade. (Supervisor Scott Wiener, 
who disclosed in 2014 that he was 
taking Truvada as part of PrEP — or 
pre-exposure prophylaxis, a prom- 
ising strategy for minimizing new 
HIV transmissions — was a client.) 
Wiener, along with a number of 
donors, activists, and community 
members, helped open Strut on Jan. 
5, ushering in a new era of housing 
the city’s leading HIV/AIDS organi- 
zations under the same roof. Strut is 
the best-funded, most comprehen- 
sive extension of the “San Francisco 
model of care,” the vaunted com- 
munity response to the AIDS crisis 
that emerged here in the 1980s and 
spread worldwide. And being entirely 
donor-funded, it’s also free. 

“I think it’s a very innovative 
approach,” Wiener told SF Weekly. 
“We're taking all of our community’s 
health needs and putting them under 
one roof. Say if you are HIV-positive 
or at risk of HIV. You may have oth- 
er needs around mental health or 
substance abuse, and you shouldn't 
have to access multiple programs in 
different locations. We all know that 
inertia sets in, and if we have to go to 
multiple locations, we may not want 
to deal with it. The easier you make it 
to access service, the healthier people 
will be.” 

Strut grew out of a simple ques- 
tion: “What would it take to end HIV 
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transmission in San Francisco?” The 
answer, according to people who'd 
been fighting the fight for decades, 
was to scale up. Co-locating Magnet 
(sexual health) with the Stonewall 
Project (substance abuse) — along 
with groups like Positive Force (for 
newly infected individuals), the 
DREAAM Project (for LGBT-identi- 
fied African-Americans, age 18-29), 
and others — is only one component 
of Strut. As a clinic, it has six exam 
rooms — four more than Magnet’s 
two — plus a pharmacy, community 
rooms, terraces, and a volunteer 
space that (on this Tuesday morning 
at least) appeared well-stocked with 
snacks and Barefoot Bubbles. There’s 
even an automated sample return 
system, for people who blush when 
handing a health care provider a cup 
of urine. Overall, the space is open 
— stylish, even. Its lavender walls 
and killer views look nothing like 





S.F. General. The inaugural exhibit, 

a retrospective of 33 years of erotic 
art from alternative safe-sex group 
SF Jacks, is already piling up in one 
corner in the form of dolls with over- 
sized phalluses. 

Jones once headed an AIDS hos- 
pice, so he’s keenly aware of how 
these aesthetic differences affect 
clients. 

“People often describe this as 
a health center, and I think that’s 
appropriate,” he said, “but I want 
to remind people there’s a lot of 
laughter and joy. This place is about 
celebrating us as queer beings, and 
giving people the support for what 
they need.” 

In recent years, medical advances 
have made the once-elusive possibili- 
ty of a post-HIV future appear tanta- 
lizingly close. Still, 16,000 San Fran- 
ciscans live with HIV/AIDS, and even 
if a vaccine is discovered next week, 


they will continue to do so. Jones 
wants to make certain they have the 
best insurance and the best care. 

“No matter what, that will be part 
of what we do,” he said, adding, “I 
hope that I continue to see less diag- 
nosis happening.” 

Strut is well-positioned to serve 
its community even as new HIV cases 
diminish. Because San Francisco, de- 
spite its lack of affordability, remains 
a place that people — particularly 
young LGBT people — escape to, 
Strut will be a non-judgmental home 
for people with personal demons and 
other hurdles to climb, no matter 
what the statistical reality of HIV 
transmissions is in San Francisco. 

“T hope that people know if they 
have any issue with their health and 
wellness, they can walk through the 
door and they’re going to get an an- 
swer, Jones said. “Also, if people are 
looking for something to do, we’re 
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Peter Lawrence Kane 


going to have something almost every 
night of the week here.” 

It begs the question, then: If 
Magnet’s only real failing was its ten- 
dency to close its doors once events 
reached maximum occupancy, why 
change the name? Jones concedes 
that the rebranding came after a 
rather heated discussion over the 
connotations of the word “strut” — 
which is meant to evoke the beam in 
a building that holds up the weight, 
even if most people associate it with 
a confident gait. 

“Some folks are grieving about the 
loss of the name Magnet because it 
was such a community institution,” 
Jones said. “But I want people to re- 
member that everything is still here. 
It’s the same folks, the same service. 
Just bigger.” 

Strut 
470 Castro Street 
415-581-1600 or sfaf. org 
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This Is the Voice 


Tony Award fresh inhand, Lena 
Hallreturns to her native city. 


By Jeffrey Edalatpour 


Born Celina Consuela Gabriella Carvajal in 
1980 and raised on Masonic Avenue in the 
Upper Haight, you might recognize Lena 
Hall through her father’s name: Carlos 
Carvajal. In the 1970s, he started the San 
Francisco Dance Spectrum, and he’s cur- 
rently the co-artistic director of the San 
Francisco Ethnic Dance Festival, while her 
mother, Carolyn, danced with the San 
Francisco Ballet for 29 years. 

But Hall’s career in the arts wasn’t 
exactly a straight line to her 2014 To- 
ny-winning role in the Broadway revival 
of Hedwig and the Angry Inch. In her new 
memoir, The Villa Satori, Growing Up 
Haight Ashbury, Hall's astonishing vocal 
range tells the story in song. She can com- 
mand a rocker like Jet’s “Are You Gonna 
Be My Girl” and then sell a tender ballad 
like Queen’s “Save Me.” Hall fronts the 
New York-based rock band The Deafening, 
toured with Josh Groban last year, and 
will guest star in the upcoming season of 
Girls. One week before her shows at Fein- 
stein’s at the Nikko, SF Weekly spoke to 
Hall about her upbringing, her concurrent 
careers, and listening to Frank Zappa. 


SF Weekly: When were you first aware of 
your singing voice? 

Lena Hall: 1 was aware that I could sing 
when I was seven. That's when I sang for the 
pope. That happened very, very organically. 
There were these three little kids who were 
supposed to sing this song, but one had to 
back out at the last minute. They looked 
around and they had heard me singing along 
with the choir and they asked me to do it. 

SF W: Was the house that you grew up in ac- 
tually called Villa Satori? 

LH: Yes. There is a plaque that hangs from 
the top of the house, that says “The Villa Sa- 
tori.” Basically, if you walk up the stairs, it’s 
the first thing you see. My dad bought the 
house in 1967, right at the height of the 
Summer of Love. He had been in Europe, 
performing with ballet companies and cho- 
reographing, hearing what was going on in 
San Francisco, and he wanted to be a part of 
it. He had his own company called the San 
Francisco Dance Spectrum in the 1970s. Be- 
cause all his friends were artists and eccen- 
trics, they would come by the house and 
leave their mark on it. The house is full of art 
and relics from the 1960s on. 

SFW: The concept of satori, of seeing into 
your true nature, how does that enter the 
show? 

LH: I went home one day and I was having 
memories of growing up asa child and my 
high school days. I thought it would be fun 
to tell little stories and sing the songs that 
directly relate to these stories. My parents, 
they would play music from the minute they 
woke up all the way till we went to bed. 
They'd play the classical stations, but also 
rock-’n’-roll and eclectic stuff like Frank 
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Zappa. All these songs, they spark avery 
strong memory. That’s how! went about 
putting this show together. A lot of the 
memories are in the house. It was a way to 
give the audience a clue into who I am and 
what makes me tick today. 

SFW: How did growing up in an artistic, bo- 
hemian household affect you? 

LH: As akid, I was very rambunctious. I was 
very, very much my weird self. What is nor- 
mal? When you grow up in a house with par- 
ents like that, surrounded by that kind of an 
eclectic art scene, you grow up alittle weird, 
alittle out of the box, a little strange to the 
outside eye. I grew up very desensitized to 
everything. I didn’t see gay, straight, trans- 
gender, anything like that. Everyone was 
just a human being in my life because the 
LGBT community basically raised me, along 
with my parents. 

SFW: It sounds like your background was 
tailor-made for a life in the theater. 

LH: The projects I do, they bring me closer 
to people who are more like-minded. When 
it’s a really commercial show, you lose a little 
bit of that quirkiness. Even in the musical 
theater community, I still feel a little bit like 
an outsider. 

SFW: But you won a Tony Award last year. 
LH: When I look back on it, I think that was 
because of the type of show and because of a 
role specifically. I think it was a match made 
in heaven and timing was perfect. If it had 
happened earlier in my career I don’t think it 
would have been as good. 

SF W: You went on tour last year with Josh 
Groban and those songs are different from 
your band The Deafening. Where does that 
range come from? 

LH: As longasI can find a real personal con- 
nection, then it comes off very genuine — 
because it is. That’s why I seem like sucha 
chameleon. When I’m in my rock-n-roll 
mode, I look like this is exactly what I do all 
the time. But then you flip the switch and 
I'm singing opera with Josh and people are 
like, “That’s what she’s doing. That’s what 
she’s supposed to do. That’s who she is.” 
SFW: On Twitter, you've posted about Kon- 
Mari, the art of tidying up. You have concur- 
rent careers as a recording artist, on 
Broadway, and as an actress. Do you apply 
that to your work as well as your personal 
life? 

LH: I do. Pm still figuring out where my love 
is. Music moves me ina totally different way, 
but TV and film opens you to a broader audi- 
ence. If I could, !'d marry all of them together 
and do my own series about a girl who sings 
rock-’n’-roll and then goes and sings opera. I 
will never let go of performing live. There’s 
nothing like it. 


Lena Hall 

Friday, Jan. 15, 8 p.m. 

and Saturday, Jan. 16, 7 p.m., $50-$70; 
at Feinstein’s at the Nikko; 

222 MasonSt., 415-394-1111 or 
hotelnikkosf.com. 
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Trans World 
Airline Disasters 


Traveling by airplane can be a 
serious turn-on, as well as a foolproof 
coping mechanism. Something about be- 
ing restrained for hours in close quarters 
with dozens of strangers while hurtling 
through the air thousands of miles above 
the ground, movies and booze at the 
ready, just fires my brain’s slut synapses. 
As soon as the pilot indicates that it’s safe 
to move about the cabin, I often make a 
beeline for the tiny bathroom and initiate 
myself into a Mile High Club of one. 

Sadly, most other aspects of con- 
temporary flying are far from sexy. I 
never knew the golden age of air travel, 
when smoking was allowed and the 
attendants — still called stewardess- 
es — wore curve-accentuating outfits. 
Alas, most of my experiences have been 
in the post-9/11 universe, submitting to 
full-body scans while in stocking feet in 
order to board. A plane ticket is no lon- 
ger a guarantee of passage, but rather 
an intention or mere hope of arrival at 
some point, somewhere close to 
your desired destination. 
This holiday season, one 
of my flights was de- 
layed for six hours, 
only to be canceled 
at 1:30 a.m. owing 
to pilot fatigue. 
When I finally got 
on another plane at 
a different airport 
five hours later, jerk- 
ing off was the last 
thing on my mind. on 

My experience with Ie 
the trials of holiday travel 
was tame compared to the many 
who face unfair scrutiny from airport 
security. Many TSA policies and proce- 
dures highlight the endemic prejudices 
of American culture, supporting system- 
atic harassment of marginalized people. 

Recently, TSA stopped the multi- 
award-winning transgender porn per- 
former Venus Lux, subjecting her to 45 
minutes of public pat-downs and screen- 
ings in a busy, understaffed airport. 

“T felt so violated as a woman,” she 
tweeted on Dec. 22. 

Lux isn’t the only transgender trav- 
eler to speak out about harassment 
during air travel. Comics authors Shadi 
Petosky garnered media attention last 
September when she tweeted about 
her dehumanizing experience with TSA 
employees at Orlando International Air- 
port. Apparently, those big body scan- 
ners that travelers must pass through 
at security checkpoints require an agent 
to tell the machine the sex of the person 
being screened, which puts transgen- 
der travelers at the mercy of that TSA 
agent and any prejudices they may 
harbor. Petosky’s genitals were marked 
as an “anomaly” by the body scanner, 
resulting in a violating pat-down and 
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an embarrassing public encounter with 
multiple agents who later placed her in 
a room and attempted to confiscate her 
phone. (She missed her flight, and at 
one point, a TSA employee told her “to 
get back in the machine as a man or it 
was going to be a problem.”) After her 
live-tweeting gained enough traction to 
put the agency on the defensive, TSA 
released a statement on the Petosky 
episode defending the process she went 
through and insisting that the agents 
present behaved in accordance with 
TSA's strict guidelines. 

While TSA may be at peace with its 
practices, other are not. In September, 
the National Center for Transgender 
Equality joined the Competitive Enter- 
prise Institute and the Rutherford Insti- 
tute in a lawsuit against TSA. Likening 
scanners to “virtual strip searches,’ the 
lawsuit alleges that, based on a court 
ruling from 2011, TSA is legally re- 
quired to open its body scanner regula- 
tions to public input and judicial review. 

“For four years, the TSA has flouted 
the court’s order, preventing the pub- 

lic and outside experts 
from scrutinizing their 
actions as required un- 
der the law. This law- 
suit aims to enforce 
that court decision 
and bring much need- 
ed accountability to 
an agency plagued 
by lawlessness,” 
said CEI Fellow and 
co-petitioner Marc 
Scribner. 

“This is another 
example of the govern- 
«ment employing surveil- 
< . 

lance technologies regard- 
less of and outside of the limits 

of the law,” said John W. Whitehead, 
a constitutional attorney and president 
of the Rutherford Institute. 

The petitioners also claim that not 
only do the body scanners violate the 
law and accepted standards of privacy, 
they are also mostly ineffective, failing 
to detect threats 96 percent of the time. 

“This adds insult to injury from an 
agency that purports to protect the 
traveling public by way of highly inva- 
sive, costly, and illegal screening tech- 
nologies,” Scribner added. 

Though the miracle of being air- 
borne is still breathtaking, and the 
feeling in my stomach when we take 
off or dip into the clouds still makes 
me tingle, I have to admit that com- 
mercial flying feels much more like 
navigating a temporal police state 
than anything resembling luxury. 

Traveling home for the holidays is 
hard enough on its own. Regardless of 
whatever level of terrorist threat we 
supposedly face on any given day, no 
one should have to choose between 
security and dignity when they travel. 


rane 
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Censored Voices 
Not rated. Opens Friday at 
the Opera Plaza Cinema. 
One of the worst-kept secrets of any na- 
tion-state is that war takes a devastating 
psychological toll on those who fight it, 
to the extent that the only reasonable 
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course of action is to avoid going to war 
in the first place. Mor Loushy’s Censored 
Voices allows Israeli soldiers who fought 
in the Six-Day War of June 1967 to speak 
via recordings they made in the three 
weeks immediately following the con- 
flict. The “censored” part refers to the 


Censored Voices 


Israeli Defense Force having suppressed 
70 percent of the recordings at the time; 
of course, there’s already controversy 
about to what extent any censorship ac- 
tually happened, but that’s less import- 
ant than the power of these oral histories 
as the men talk about the horrors that 
were still fresh in their mind. The accom- 
panying visuals are largely archival foot- 
age, but more effective are the 
contemporaneous, patriotic war songs 
juxtaposed with the men’s descriptions 
of the atrocities they witnessed during 
that very bad week. One soldier in Cen- 
sored Voices ruminates on how seeing 
Arab refugees leaving Jericho reminded 
him of the displacement his family expe- 
rienced during World War II, while an- 
other realizes that their participation in 
this brief and much-celebrated new war 
only made a bad situation worse. It’s no 
wonder the military would want to keep 
these voices silent. Sherilyn Connelly 


CensoredVoices 
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The Revenant 
Rated R. Opens Friday at the AMC 
Van Ness. 
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu’s The Reve- 
nant is a classic story told in a very brutal 
and beautiful way. Hugh Glass (Leonardo 
DiCaprio) is a tracker on a fur-trapping 
expedition in the Rockies during the 
winter of 1823 who, after being mauled 
by a bear and left for dead by Texan noz- 
zle John Fitzgerald (Tom Hardy), goes 
through (even more) hell to exact re- 
venge. Based on a probably-mostly-true 
story, it’s a narrative that’s been told 
countless times — because it works. 
What’s astonishing is the fluid, unblink- 
ing way Ifarritu tells it, shot with natural 
light in deeply inhospitable locations and 
with relatively few edits. The gliding, 
wide-angle camerawork is immersive in a 
way that Ifarritu’s similar style in Bird- 
man was distancing, bolstered with an 
astonishing, you-are-there sound design; 
if you're inclined to close your eyes 
during the scenes of extreme violence, 
you ll still feel like you're in the most 
dangerous place in the world, just with 
your eyes shut. It’s fundamental to res- 
urrection-and-revenge stories, but 
Glass’s ability to withstand so much 
abuse, including and beyond the extreme 
bear domination The Revenant is already 
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famous for, goes from darkly comic to 
deeply ironic. His name may be Glass, 
but motherfucker will not break — and 
even if he does, he'll just become that 
much more dangerous. SC 
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FILM LISTINGS 


FILM EVENTS & REPERTORY 


4-Star Theatre. Daddy's Home: Brad Taggart (Will 
Ferrell) is a kindhearted radio executive who 
wants to be the best possible stepfather to his 
wife's (Linda Cardellini) two children. When her 
freewheeling ex-husband Dusty (Mark Wahlberg) 
breezes back into town, Brad's feelings of 
insecurity quickly develop into an inferiority 
complex. As Dusty demonstrates his flair for 
athletics, home repair, and bad-boy charisma, 
Taggart finds himself in a no-holds-barred 
battle to one-up his rival and win the approval 
of his family. Daily. Theeb: In 1916, Theeb lives 
with his Bedouin tribe in a remote part of the 
Ottoman Empire. When his older brother has 
to escort a British officer across the desert, 
Theeb tags along for the adventure. Daily. 
2200 Clement, San Francisco, 666-3488, Intsf. 
com/4-star-theatre.html. 

AMC Metreon 16. Sisters: When their parents 
place the family home on the market, siblings 
Maura (Amy Poehler) and Kate (Tina Fey) learn 
that they have one weekend to clean out the 
junk from their old bedroom. Unhappy with 
the news, the recently divorced Maura and 
her hotheaded sister make plans to throw one 
final bash to recapture their glory days with 
their former classmates. As the raging party 
begins to spiral out of control, the gals soon 
realize that there may not be a house left to 
sell once the dust settles. Daily. Creed: Adonis 
Johnson (Jordan) never knew his famous father, 
world heavyweight champion Apollo Creed, 
who died before he was born. Still, there’s no 
denying that boxing is in his blood, so Adonis 
heads to Philadelphia, the site of Apollo Creed's 
legendary match with a tough upstart named 
Rocky Balboa. Daily. Surprise: The day-to-day 
misadventures of a character called Dachui 
Wang as he navigates though various modern 
and classic situations. The little monster Wang 
Dachui, who was born with sharp ears and simple 
magic, made him different from the ordinaries. 
The local monster king, he thought he was. But 
to his surprise, on the one hand, his fate has 
changed since the encounter with Tang Monk, 
Monkey King, Piggy & Sand Monk. On the other 
hand, the meeting with Wang Dachui also should 
have been the great 82nd disaster to the fore. 
(English Subtitles, Mandarin) Daily. 101 Fourth 
St., San Francisco, 369-6207, amctheatres.com/ 
movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 

Balboa Theatre. Star Wars: The Force Awakens: Thirty 
years after defeating the Galactic Empire, Han 
Solo (Harrison Ford) and his allies face a new 
threat from the evil Kylo Ren (Adam Driver) and 
his army of Stormtroopers. Daily. 3630 Balboa, 
San Francisco, 221-2184, balboamovies.com. 
Clay Theatre. Youth: A poignant tale of how we 
each find our own passion in life, starring Mi- 
chael Caine, Harvey Keitel, Rachel Weisz, Jane 
Fonda and Paul Dano. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres. 
com/san-francisco/clay-theatre. 
Embarcadero Center Cinema. Brooklyn: A young 
Irish immigrant (Saoirse Ronan), navigating 
her way through 1950s Brooklyn, must choose 
between two countries when her new vivacity is 
disrupted by her past. Daily. Caro/: Cate Blanchett 
and Rooney Mara star as women from different 
backgrounds who find themselves feeling a 
forbidden attraction in 1950s Manhattan. Daily. 
The Danish Girl: A love story inspired by the 
lives of artists Lili Elbe and Gerda Wegener, as 
they navigate Lili’s journey as a transgender 
pioneer. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Fran- 
cisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
san-francisco/embarcadero-center-cinema. 
Opera Plaza Cinema. Room: Brie Larsen stars 
in a remarkable and touching exploration of 
the boundless love between a mother and 
her child. Daily. Peggy Guggenheim: Art Addict: 
The incredible, dramatic life of art icon Peggy 
Guggenheim is revealed in this fascinating 
portrait. Daily. Beasts of No Nation: Idris Elba 
stars in the gripping tale of a child soldier 
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torn from his family to fight in the civil war of 
an African country. Daily. Hitchcock/Truffaut: 
In 1962, Francois Truffaut persuaded Alfred 
Hitchcock to sit for an interview in which the 
great British director would share the secrets 
of his cinema. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
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Presidio Theatre. Spotlight: In 2001, editor Marty 


Baron of The Boston Globe assigns a team of 
journalists to investigate allegations against 
John Geoghan, an unfrocked priest accused 
of molesting more than 80 boys. Led by editor 
Walter “Robby” Robinson, reporters Michael 
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Rezendes (Mark Ruffalo), Matt Carroll and Sacha 
Pfeiffer interview victims and try to unseal 
sensitive documents. The reporters make it their 
mission to provide proof of a cover-up of sexual 
abuse within the Roman Catholic Church. Daily. 
Joy: A story of a family across for generations, 
centered on the girl who becomes the woman 


who founds a business dynasty and becomes 
a matriarch in her own right. Facing betrayal, 
treachery, the loss of innocence and the scars 
of love, Joy becomes a true boss of family and 
enterprise in a world of unforgiving commerce. 
Allies become adversaries and adversaries be- 
come allies, both inside and outside the family, 
as Joy's inner life and fierce imagination carry 
her through the storm she faces. Daily. 2340 
Chestnut, San Francisco, 776-2388, Intsf.com. 


Roxie Cinema. Encore Series: A free series of 


screenings and discussions for the queer 
community. Features films such as Queen of 
Earth, The Mend, and Approaching the Elephant. 
Daily. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 863-1087, 
www.roxie.com. 


Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. The Hateful Eight: While 


racing toward the town of Red Rock in post- 
Civil War Wyoming, bounty hunter John “The 
Hangman” Ruth (Kurt Russell) and his fugitive 
prisoner (Jennifer Jason Leigh) encounter 
another bounty hunter (Samuel L. Jackson) and 
aman who claims to be a sheriff. Hoping to find 
shelter from a blizzard, the group travels to a 
stagecoach stopover located on a mountain 
pass. Greeted there by four strangers, the eight 
travelers soon learn that they may not make it 
to their destination after all. Daily. 1881 Post, 
San Francisco, 346-3243, sundancecinemas. 
com/kabuki.html. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. “The Sprawl”: 


A video installation covering the propaganda 
of misinformation on the internet. Through 
April 3. $10. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 978- 
2787, ybca.org. 
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Who Am | - No System is Safe We Are Young. We Are strong. 
Directed by Baran bo Odar Directed by Burhan Qurbani 

Starring Tom Schilling & Elyas M’Barek Starring Devid Striesow & Jonas Nay 

JAN 14 at 8:00 P.M. Castro Theatre JAN 15 at 6:00 P.M, Castro Theatre 


© Filrmunrersitat Babelsberg Konrad Voll 


Tour de Force After Spring Comes Fall 
Directed by Christian Zubert Directed by Daniel Carsenty 
Starring Florian David Fitz Starring Halima Ilter 

JAN 16 at 1:00 P.M. Castro Theatre JAN 16 at 4:00 P.M. Castro Theatre 
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Maria Halmer & Hannelore Elsner Switzerland's 2016 Oscar entry 
JAN 16 at 7:00 P.M. Castro Theatre JAN 17 at 1:00 P.M. Castro Theatre 
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San Francisco GOETHE Ms. Mueller Must Go Berlin, Symphony of a Great City 
INSTITUT Directed by Sonke Wortmann Live in Concert with Berlin band ALP 


Starring Anke Engelke U.S. debut of new soundtrack 
SSRs INCEtAlt JAN 17 at 5:00 P.M. Castro Theatre JAN 17 at 8:00 P.M. Castro Theatre 


San Francisco 


Films + Tickets: en GRANTS 
ond.c /BerlinBe ARTS| MetaDesign © Lufthansa 


Design Concept by MetaDesign | Film image: Saline Hiebler & Garhand Eri{s “Chucks — Dor Film 
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BIENVENIDOS A MEXIFORNIA 


Borderline 
Personalities 


Surely Seth MacFarlane must 
have stock in marijuana futures. It’s 
hard to tell if adult primetime cartoons 
are created solely with the very stoned 
in mind, but his Family Guy and Ted 
franchises are chockablock with gags 
and cut-tos rigged to ignite the neurons 
of any THC-infused brain matter. Even 
his racial humor — for which MacFar- 
lane has taken much flak — is so ridic- 
ulously un-P.C. that probably only 
12-year-old boys, frat bros, and pot- 
heads find themselves giggling. (Oh, 
and me, of course.) 

I’m not the best judge of prime- 
time cartoons though, so my review 
of the latest MacFarlane venture, Bor- 
dertown, might be a bit skewed. The 
first time I watched BoJack Horseman, 
a ‘toon about a washed-up celebrity 
equine, it was so bizarre, slow, and 
(at times) offensive that I didn’t give 
it much hope of catching on. Other 
critics agreed. But then, when the 
second half of Season 1 began to go 
deeper, darker, and wackier, suddenly 
BoJack’s audi- 
ence emerged. 
Like that 
demon strain 
of cannabis 
known as The 
Creeper, the 
show slowly 
crescendoed 
into a freaky, 
full-frontal, 
backwards bil- 
dungsroman. 
I’m still not 
interested in 
watching it, 
and it’s my 
worst night- 
mare to be seated among Adult Swim 
nerds at a party, unable to find the 
perfect opening to extricate myself 
from the sofa and avoid in-depth dis- 
cussions of Rick And Morty (another 
blah show) or Robot Chicken. 

I do love Family Guy, though, so 
that will have to be the metric I use 
to analyze Bordertown. The story 
follows two families who live next to 
one another in Mexifornia, an Amer- 
ican hamlet that might as well have 
its own Marty Robbins soundtrack. 
Hank Azaria, freshly resigned from 
The Simpsons, plays Bud Buckwald, a 
bigoted border agent who lives with 
his wife and three kids and dreams 
of a Southwest full of real Americans 
— namely, white retirees and meth 
manufacturers. Bud’s neighbors are 
the plucky Ernesto Gonzalez and his 
clan — immigrants busy enjoying 
the elusive American dream, who are 
frankly doing better than Bud. 

As with Family Guy, it’s hard not to 
make Simpsons comparisons. Bud is 
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as bumbling a border agent as Homer 
is a nuclear safety inspector (which 

is to say, a fork-and-spoon operator 
from Sector 7-G), forever living in the 
shadow of his perfect neighbor (Ned 
Flanders) whom he denigrates in or- 
der to puff himself up. Bud constantly 
puts down Ernesto, who is unfailingly 
sweet, generous, and painfully clue- 
less. In this way, Bordertown reminds 
me of The Munsters, a happy family 
unaware that everyone sees them as 
cretins and ghouls. It’s also, cloyingly, 
a cliché reminiscent of the smiling 
dimwit-in-a-sombrero stereotype, 
vapidly repeating, “Si, si serior!”. 

At the same time, because of a 
clearly blatant characterization ripoff, 
Bordertown draws comparisons to All 
In The Family. Ernesto’s liberal-an- 
archist son J.C. has a romance with 
Bud’s daughter, making him 2016’s 
answer to Meathead (“La cabeza de 
carne’?). If Bud is going to make “go 
back to Mexico” jokes over and over, 
he’s going to need a foil, and J.C. 
not only rejoins him a la Rob Reiner 
with Archie Bunker, but also gives 
real liberals an even more annoying 
liberal to laugh at. For instance, after 
hugging his fiancée, J.C. remarks how 
he’s “never been 

so happy to be 
heteronorma- 
tive.” 
The first few 
episodes revolve 
around immi- 
gration and race 
issues, like de- 
portation laws, 
building border 
walls, and hu- 
man smuggling. 
Frankly, with 
Donald Trump 
doing so well, 
any jokes about 
this stuff that 
come out of Bud’s mouth don't go far 
enough to be satire. His character is 
going to have to evolve in some way 
to take things up a notch. The rest 
of the family is pretty boilerplate as 
well, with a doofus son and a pageant 
princess daughter in the mold of 
Honey Boo Boo. As of now, Ernesto’s 
family isn’t fleshed out very well, ei- 
ther. There’s a little boy who slips hot 
pepper into gringos’ food, a grandfa- 
ther who wears a huge belt buckle and 
a Stetson, and a running gag about 
how Ernesto is a gardener. 

All these jokes and characters have 
plenty of room to expand, however. 
Bordertown has promise, even if I'd 
like to see its too-obvious Area 51 
jokes get completely abducted. Just 
because it’s the Southwest doesn’t 
mean it’s time to dust off the worn- 
out anal-probe gags. Talk about a 
comedy cliché! 

Then again, I wasn’t stoned. 


KatyStC@ Yahoo.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


JR a PASTA FOR THE RAT PACK 
fs zg 
Riga-broni 


Spaghetti Bros. has a slight identity crisis, but many dishes are terrific. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


San Francisco dining is so 
far from what I remember restau- 
rants to be like when I was growing 
up that even minor details that recall 
those long-gone places can stop me 
dead. In the case of Spaghetti Bros., 
the two-month-old pasta-joint-with- 
occasional-live-jazz in the Marina, 
its neon signs say, “Fine Dining” 
and “Cocktails,” in sans-serif caps 
and cursive, respectively, and the 
servers wear black vests that conjure 
nostalgia. 

This is not to say that Spaghetti 
Bros. — which I can’t help but pro- 
nounce as “Spaghetti Bros” — is 
leaking sawdust right from the 
start. On the contrary, it works dou- 
ble-time to tie old and new together. 
For example, beneath the cocktail 
list is a section called “Crossing the 
Rubicon,” which sounds like a higher 
stakes game on The Price is Right, 
where the player’s life is on the line, 
but it’s really a way to generate a ran- 
dom cocktail by rolling three dice. I 
found it irresistible, and like a Mon- 
te Carlo croupier, our server had the 
dice in her pocket already, although 
not the cup. On my first roll (2-3-2), 
I got a Sapphire - Gran Classico - 
Alessio concoction, and while it was 
good, I’m glad Spaghetti Bros. isn’t 
so married to the concept that they 
didn’t let me order the one I really 
wanted (6-3-5, or Eagle Rare - Leo- 
pold’s - Punt e Mes) on the next go- 
round, no game of chance required. 
This house isn’t out to skin you. 

Even if every element isn’t quite 
as cool as that, you have to appreci- 
ate what Spaghetti Bros. aims for: 
Upscale but not stuffy, romantic 
but not florid, louche but not shady. 
But, merging the classics with con- 
temporary trends is a challenging 
goal because the execution will likely 
alienate at least a small percentage 
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of diners and yield some peculiar 
juxtapositions, like a dining room 
that plays Led Zeppelin and T-Rex 
while Renee Fleming reverberates 
throughout the restroom. 

More germane to the act of pasta 
consumption, especially for a restau- 
rant called Spaghetti Bros., there 
isn’t all that much pasta here — and 
virtually nothing for vegetarians. 
(Nor were there many bros. That’s 
not a complaint, although as a side 
note, it’s amazing how many menu 
items a couple of word nerds can 
turn into dreadful portman-bro 
puns, like escar-bro and riga-broni). 
Still, A16 is only around the corner, 
and as the inevitable point of com- 
parison, Spaghetti Bros. might come 
up wanting for pasta purists, while 
satisfying Rat Pack enthusiasts. 

Full of grapefruit and little gem 
lettuce, the burrata ($15) func- 
tioned as its own palate cleanser, 
kind of like a car wash that dries off 
the front end as the back end gets 
soaped up. (The sprinkle of hazel- 
nuts was the only taste that lingered, 
priming the stomach for the next 
round.) A red snapper crudo (A.Q,., 
but $3 per person on my visit) was 
respectable, and the “blue ribbon” 
escargot (their quotes, not mine; $9) 
was slightly tangy, slightly smoky, 
and slightly snaily, but not really 
enough of any. 

Of the two proper spaghetti dish- 
es, there is cacio e pepe ($14) and 
spaghetti with local uni butter ($21). 
While that Rorschach blob-pat of uni 
was fantastic (duh), and the sauce 
was equally great, nothing could 
conceal the firmed-up texture of dry 
pasta. For such a light dish, I was 
surprised it wasn’t fresh — although 
it is housemade. Better yet was the 
rigatoni with short rib sugo ($22). 
Smoky, oxtail-like, and packed with 
breadcrumbs, this pleasant beauty 
was the second-best dish of the 





night, outpaced only by the butter- 
flied Gulf prawns ($21). 

When those prawns arrived, in 
blue-and-white pottery, and with 
a broth in lieu of a sauce, the table 
got into a debate over whether this 
was even an Italian-inspired dish. 

It felt more like Cantonese food to 
me. Again, this is only an issue if 
you think you're walking into a by- 
the-book Italian restaurant; judged 
solely on taste, it’s a smash. 

A duck breast scallopini ($25) 
posed another difficulty. The meat 
was flavorful and well-cooked, but 
the lemon caper sauce was too mild 
and the cabbage felt like an after- 
thought. Spaghetti Bros.’ menu is 
divided into small plates and “slight- 
ly larger plates,” which means that 
entrée portions that are meant for 
sharing, but don’t come with sides, 
turn out looking like oversized por- 
tions of meat on a plate. Since most 
chefs pay too much attention to 
aesthetics to let something like that 
leave their sight without at least a 
little adornment, you can wind up 
with limp, tasteless bits of cabbage 
on top of duck scallopini just to 
break it up visually. And then we’ve 
circled right back in sprig of parsley 
territory, which is arguably the type 
of dining that the small plates thing 
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No! 
x 


Order Online: 
www.goathill.com 


FAST DELIVERY 


“ask about our 
loyalty program 
— Goat Hill Rewards — 


SOMA 
Delivery ¢ Pick up 


POTRERO HILL 
Dine in ¢ Pick up 
300 Connecticut St 171 Stillman St 

415-641-1440 415-974-1303 


WEST PORTAL 
Counter Service ¢ Delivery ¢ Pick up 
170 West Portal Ave 
415-242-GOAT(4628) 


wanted to move away from. 


It also means those missing sides 





reappear a la carte. We said yes to an 
$8 side of grilled broccoli — which 
the server referred to as broccolini, 





KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 


and when we asked for clarification, 








blithely made it seem as if there was 










no difference — and while I love Hand Made and Fresh 
e e e e e FA 
highly acidic side dishes when all the Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
mains are full of rich sauces, these ; . 
Dumplings 
were some seriously tart florets. a pee aw 
Pot Stickers 


But dessert was a coup. A maple 


semifreddo, with brown sugar as the Won Ton 





dominant note, was outstanding. (In Barca 
low lighting, the speckled dishware 
was indistinguishable from grains of 
sugar, and I tried to go back for more 
when there was none left.) 

The sum of all of these quibbles 
might sound like Spaghetti Bros. is a “he LE! 


mediocre restaurant. It is not: Most TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 

FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 

nin ~WWW.Kingofchinesedumpling.com ini 


of the dishes were truly excellent 
and I recommend trying it. It’s the 
packaging that falters. Nostalgia 

is cool, but any attempt to merge 
the hip with the instantly nostalgic 
is probably an impossible circle to 


square. 
Spaghetti Bros. » mm a 
3213 Scott St. i / 5 a 
415-400-8500 or eg ? 
spaghettibrossf.com : : 
Hours: Mon-Sun, 4:30 p.m. -2.a.m. KING OF NOODLES 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 
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SANT FRANCISCO 


Prime Rib Nights 







E Very Nn | elt t afer ae 
at the Marina's Best Kept Secret rsh Cafe 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 





Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


The Brazen Head 


Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 4pm / Dinner nightly 50m-1am 
Tel: (415) 921-7600 www.brazenheadsf.com 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 


thebuenavista.com 





SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


WORLD FAMOUS 
SINCE 1938 
77 YEARS OF QUALITY, SERVICE, 
AND SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY! 






NOW OFFERING OUR 


$28.95 PRIX FIXE 


BYININI DSA OL 
eich AFTER 5PM! 


PALI 1) | ee Eee) ee PPE 
| 415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


The Castro 333 Bush 3242 22nd St. 


A39 POWELL 415-252-1515 415-421-0700 415-206-0555 


STREET SAN FRANCISCO, C 


(415 )986-0700 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 
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FRESH EATS 


Get Your Chub 
On-Or at Least 
Your Chicken 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


After moving out of its former 
digs on Green Street, Chubby Noodle 
has resumed business on a quiet strip 
of Grant Avenue north of Columbus. 
It’s a small, brightly colored lunch-and- 
dinner spot with only a few tables and 
a soundsystem that just might play 
some deafening music that’s 
less-than-respectful of women and 
their anatomy. 

While the name sounds like a 
ramen shop, noodles comprise less 
than half the menu, which is other- 
wise a pan-Asian agglomeration that 
covers both chicken chow mein and 
green papaya salad. As with most 
things that come in cones, the unagi 
roll ($7) is more of a visual delight 
than anything. Like Korean street 
tacos, it’s a lot of buck for the bang, 
and certainly not going to make 
anybody chubby, serving better as 
an hors d’oeuvre than a lunch com- 
ponent. The primary reason — and 
considering the wealth of inexpen- 
sive Asian food within a very short 
distance, arguably the only reason 
— to hit Chubby Noodle is the fried 
chicken. 

It’s $12 for four juicy, butter- 
milk-battered strips, plus a small cup 
of sambal for dipping. (Sambals are 
chile-based Indonesian sauces that 
epitomize the everything-but-the- 
kitchen-sink approach, incorporating 
rice vinegar, garlic, fish sauce, lem- 
ongrass, or virtually anything. Chub- 
by Noodle’s is creamy and cooling, 
its components otherwise difficult 
to differentiate.) And it’s the kind 
you can eat every day, even though 
the salt-and-pepper wings at House 
of Xi’an Dumpling are barely three 
blocks to the south. 

But if you want something to 
drink with that chicken, choose 
wisely. I was a little dismayed to see 
a $14 Asahi tall boy listed; in my 
mind, it pairs well with fried food, 
although not at a 300 percent mark- 
up. Apart from the $6 glass of “Great 
Idea, trust us,” some of the sakes 
run well into the triple digits, but at 
least that’s for a 1.8-liter bottle that 
screams, “Party time!” At volumes 
like this — both sonically and in 
terms of patrons served — it’s prob- 
ably best to stick with a carafe and 
let it all roll over you. 


Chubby Noodle 
1310 Grant Avenue, 
415-296-9600 or chubbynoodle.com 


Checking in 
on The Hall, 
While It Lasts 


One of the openings in 2016 that every- 
one who puts food into their bodies one- 
to-four times daily is eagerly anticipating 
is Citizen Fox in the Mission. Right now, 
the “plant-based” restaurant is doing a 
regular Wednesday-through-Saturday- 
nights-plus-Sunday-brunch pop-up a 
few blocks own from its future location, 
but for the time being, there is also its lil 
cousin at the Hall on Market Street, Kit 
Fox. 

As the Hall is but a temporary ven- 
ue, there is only a small selection of 
what’s to come, all of it in the $10-$11 
range: jackfruit carnitas, a tempeh 
portobello banh mi, and the like. The 
sourdough caprese (mozzarella, toma- 
to, and basil arugula pesto, served hot 
if you ask politely) is a no-brainer, as 
it’s a vegetarian dish from the start, 
but what won me over was the French 
dip. I’m usually skeptical of vegetarian 
or vegan recreations of meaty dishes, 
mostly because they tend to be their 
antecedents’ poor relations. This one 
— a panini, basically — comes with 
roast onions, seitan, and horseradish 
jus. Don’t confuse simplicity for plain- 
ness, especially with the zip of the jus. 
While I quibble with the generosity of 
the portion size a bit, a large side of 
kale bulgur salad with currants and 
citrus ($6) is a nice, acid counterpoint 
to all the gluten. 

Meanwhile, there is also El Pipi- 
la. Named for a freedom fighter in 
Guanajuato in the early days of the 
Mexican War of Independence, El 
Pipila is riding the sopes trend hard. 
Like an extra-thick tortilla, sopes are 
made from masa soaked in lime — the 
calcium-heavy mineral, not the cit- 
rus — and topped with refried beans, 
lettuce, cheese and your choice of 
chicken, nopales, or picadillo (ground 
beef-and-tomato hash). Because sopes 
are essentially open-faced sandwiches, 
they come piled high with a little food 
mountain, and that is very much to 
my liking. You can also get enchiladas, 
two carnitas tacos for $8, or pozole 
verde ($10, and made with bacon). The 
salad craze must be infectious, because 
E] Pipila does a sope salad as well as a 
considerably more healthful-sounding 
kale salad with radish, romaine, nopal- 
es guanajuatos, and a cilantro-lime vin- 
aigrette. It’s a lot lighter than Taqueria 
Cancun, that’s for sure. 

The clock’s ticking on the entire en- 
terprise, so get down there while you 
can. - PLK 


Kit Fox and El Pipila, 
at The Hall, 1028 Market. 
415-558-8293 or thehallsf.com 
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Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 

23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 
www.lanoterestaurant.com 


CASTRO 


Dapper Dog Premium Hotdogs 
417 Castro St, San Francisco 
(415) 553-6332 
dapperdog.sf@gmail.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 

3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 346-4900 

lasansf.com 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


The New Spot 
632 20th St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-0556 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsegrill.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 

425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 


525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
getaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 

233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


LAUREL HEIGHTS 


Cal Mart 

585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 

calmartnv.com 


Clay Oven Restaurant & Bar 
2417 First St, Livermore 
(925) 443-4100 
clayovenlivermore.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415).7 57-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 

509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 

Eiji 

317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 

1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Mama’s on Washington Square 
1/701 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 362-6421 
mamas-sf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


Ganim’s 
1135 18th St, San Francisco 


(415) 282-9289 
ganims.net 


RICHMOND 


India Clay Oven 

2436 Clement St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-0505 
indiaclayoven.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


DINING YOUT| 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 
78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


Sky Lounge 

76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


SOMA 


North India 

123 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 348-1234 
northindiasf.com 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St-Soma 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisegrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


SF Vegetarian Society 
9 10th Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 273-5481 « sfvs.org 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 

3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 


385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 


(415) 731-2400 
clayovensf.com 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE EAT & DRINK Music | JANUARY 7-13,2016 | 35 


aves) PU UBEERDEST 














U U | de | V ; 


OPEN DAILY 
3PM-2AM 


HAPPY 
HOUR 
DAILY 
3PM-/PM 


a 
Call 415-536- 
or visit SFWeekly.com 


= Pe for details” 
- WELL - 
- DRAFT - 
- WINE - 


3336 24TH ST. 




















SAN FRANCISCO 


r visit SFWeekly.com 








KEEP OUR D 








A San Francisco tradition 
since 1908 and a favorite 
of celebrities, this historic 
restaurant offers great 
Steaks and fresh seafood. 


John’s Grill was a setting 
in Dashiell Hammett’s, 
The Maltese Falcon. 


Enjoy live jazz nightly 
in the upper level 
dining room. 
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Chicken Kabob 


inc. salad & rice 


S7.59 tax 


With coupon. All day long. Expires 2/1/16 


2 Piece 


Fish & Chips 


SG. 99 tax 


With coupon. All day long. Expires 2/1/16 
1135 18th St. / San Francisco 


415-282-9289 


45 Powett St/ S25 Sutter St 
415-677-9999 
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Join Taste of the NFL at the 25th Annual Super Bow! ‘Party with a Purpose!’ SATURDAY 
Savor fabulous food and wine pairings from more than 40 of the nation's 
top chefs. Mix and mingle with NFL legends and today’s playmokers and FEBRUARY 6, 2016 


Celebrity Guests, all united in the fight against hunger in the Bay Areo 
and around the country. 
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668 HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce St.) 
5 i. 558- ue 
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‘San Francisco: 

watch with us: 
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UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


he d ail ’ 


HAPPY HOUR 
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MON-FRI 2PM-2AM * SAT-SUN 8AM-2AM 


THE 
IN EXCELSIOR! 


SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


Seto! rs 
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4826 MISSION STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 586-9730 » DOCTORSLOUNGESF.COM 


Bar « Restaveant 


MARS BAR IS AVAILABLE 
FOR PRIVATE PARTIES! 


SATURDAY & SUNDAY BRUNCH 
ON THE PATIO WITH DJ's 


798 BRANNAN ST 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103 
MARSBARSE.COM | 415-621-6277 


38 JANUARY 7-13, 2016 


My Ay? 


TEST YOUR 


KN ae DGE 


3200 24TH ST @ S. VAN NESS 


415-550-7510 


4, “Classic pizza | 
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-SF Examiner 
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Potrero Hill 


Q34'7 4rd Street 


415.829.8999 


LongBridgePizza.com 


Mon-Fri: 11am-3pm & 5-9pm 


Sat: 12-9pm 
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FANCY A TIPPLE? 


Post-Speakeasy 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Apart from the corporate 
headquarters of a fiercely competitive 
app-hailed ride service and the head- 
quarters of a 140-character platform 
people use to kvetch when their drivers 
don’t show, Mid-Market’s resurgence 
has mostly yielded restaurants. Since 
Mayor Ed Lee’s controversial tax break, 
high-end places like Alta CA, Bon 
Marché, Dirty Water, and the like have 
sprung up, but there’s been a relative 
dearth of new bars. 

Not anymore, now that Mr. 
Tipple’s Recording Studio is open 
at 39 Fell, behind an unmarked, 
graffiti-covered door. The name 
suggests one of those hipster in- 
joke bars that come and go — R.1.P. 
The Unresolved Love Life of Evelyn 
Lee; we hardly know what the hell 
ye were — but Mr. Tipple’s is an 
attractive, well thought-out jazz bar 
with a full kitchen. It’s attached to 
the just-about-open Cadence, which, 
like Mr. Tipple’s, is also a project by 
Jay Bordeleau of Maven in the Lower 
Haight. 

Apart from free live jazz seven 
nights a week, Mr. Tipple’s doesn’t 
much depart from the template: 
There are nine $12 cocktails, 10 beers 
(mostly bottled), and three wines by 
glass. While the no-tipping trend had 
a difficult time remaining aloft last 
year, Mr. Tipple’s lays it all out there 
with a note at the bottom of the 
menu about how it keeps the staff 
happy. This is a good spot to sink 
into a couch cushion and listen to the 
warm timbre of an upright bass. 

It’s also an answer to the slickly 
overproduced speakeasy trend, with 
its faux-passwords and so-cool-as-to- 
be-really-uptight written warnings 
that patrons better not order drinks 
the bartenders don’t approve of. Mr. 
Tipple’s is a post-speakeasy — not 
(of course) in the sense of a newly 
liberated bar from after Prohibition’s 
repeal, but in the sense of an upscale, 
cocktail-centric spot with serious 
art direction that manages not to 
lose sight of the friendly atmosphere 
that makes dives so inviting. (A little 
alcove is called the Opium Den, so 
there’s a little bit of fuss, but it’s not 
snobbish.) 

You can pretty much guarantee 
that you will never, ever be offered 
opium here, but at least the drinks 
are very good. The 1860 (bourbon, 
orgeat, bitters, and an Islay rinse) 
pulled back from the brink of peati- 
ness with that hint of scotch, plant- 
ing both feet firmly in the vanilla-al- 


mond territory of American whiskey. 
The Rye All Day (rye, apricot, lemon, 
bonal, orange zest) was the least 
memorable of the lot, more like a 
fancier version of something you 
feed yourself when you're catching a 
cold and remain convinced of brown 
liquor’s restorative powers, but the 
Tom’s Tipple (Anchor Old Tom Gin, 
lemon, Maurin Quina, soda) was 
clean and bright, balancing citrus 
against herbaceousness. With its un- 
incorporated float of “aromatic coffee 
garnish,” the Correction (tequila re- 
posado, cardamaro, and Averna) was 
the most bewitching color, and the 
San Giovanni (caramelized walnuts, 
rhum, Chinato, lime, and an angos- 
tura garnish) was the best of the five 
overall, nowhere near as sweet as 
Nocino, that borderline sickly walnut 
liqueur. 

While the murals and cherry-red 





lamps — and “Dream a Little Dream 
of Me” playing in the (fabulous) 
restroom — all harken back to the 
past, Mr. Tipple’s doesn’t pretend 
to exist in a time-warp. The food 
is ultra-modern: crispy smashed 
potatoes, BBQ pulled-mushroom 
sandwiches, and a pork-and-shrimp 
lumpia. By sharing Cadence’s kitch- 
en, this place can do a lot that most 
bars with chefs on staff don’t even 
attempt, like spin its own ice cream. 
Mr. Tipple’s serves two frozen des- 
serts, a Vietnamese coffee sundae 
and a drumstick. Made with Green 
Chartreuse — which, as an alcohol, 
doesn’t freeze, and could easily af- 
fect the texture if done improperly 
— the drumstick is an adult version 
of a childhood favorite, while boba, 
candied cocoa nibs, and decaf coffee 
granita temper the sundae’s con- 
densed milk. You may almost want to 
put on a tie or a skirt before coming 
here, but that doesn’t mean you have 
to be an adult the whole time. 
Overall, Mr. Tipple’s is almost too 
nice. Sooner or later, the upholstery 
on those couches is going to acquire 
some stains as intoxicated patrons 
crane their necks to see something 
in the dim lighting. A little wear and 
tear gives almost every bar some 
character, like a sexy stranger with 
an unexplained scar. For now, this 
post-speakeasy is best met in pristine 
condition and without the crowds 
that will surely follow. You don’t even 
need to know a secret knock. 


Mr. Tipple’s Recording Studio, 
39 Fell St., mrtipplessf.com 
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Silver Cloud WAAC | 1994 LOMBARD ST. SAN FRANCISCO 


Restaurant & Bar 





OPEN EVERYDAY ACCLAIMED 
5:30PM — 10PM INDIAN CUISINE 


3145 FILLMORE ST | 415.346.4900 
LASANSF.COM 


l gee =dilvercloudsf.com | Open ( days/week Ilam-Zam 
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By Jessie Schiewe 


David Duff’s body was on the 
floor when police arrived at his Rich- 
mond, Calif. house shortly before mid- 
night on Dec. 30th. Only 23 years old, 
Duff was dead of a single gunshot 
wound. Three days before Duff’s murder, 
another man was shot and killed at a 
Richmond intersection. And two days 
before that, on Christmas night, five 
people, including a 19-year-old mother 
and her 2-year-old daughter, were shot 
at (but not killed) in the city. 

Duff’s death marked the last homi- 
cide in Richmond during 2015, bring- 
ing the death toll to 21 last year (ina 
city whose population hovers around 
107,000), almost two times the rate 
of 2014. The city consistently ranks as 
one of the most dangerous cities in the 
U.S., with 2015 marking the highest 
death toll since 2011. 

“[In Richmond], a beautiful Tuesday 
night can turn into a deadly Wednes- 
day morning,” says 27-year-old rapper 
Wantmore N8 (née Nathaniel Flentroy, 
Jr.). “If you stand outside for 15, 20, 
30 minutes, two things will either hap- 
pen: Somebody comes by shooting or 
the police comes.” 

Despite these harsh realities, N8, 
who grew up in a south Richmond 
neighborhood the locals colloquially 
call “the backstreets,” has never left. 
“There’s no way around it,” he says. 
“It’s home.” 

On Dec. 19, one day after another 
man was shot and injured in his car 
in Richmond, N8 dropped his debut 
album, Blame The Funk: The Final Draft, 
a 13-track project that tackles the per- 
ils of urban life and the struggles and 
pain that one experiences living in a 
troubled city. Richmond grapples with 
neighborhood factions and rivalries, 
most of which are generational, and 
sometimes lead to shootings and other 
violence. “There are so many negative 
things that go on in this city,” N8 says, 
“and a lot of the time, we are our own 
worst enemies.” 

Blame The Funk, which pairs mini- 
malist, piano-laced beats with bracing 
lyrics, is N8’s response to Richmond’s 
turmoil. “T feel like there’s no turning 
it around,” he says. “It’s too deeply in- 
grained. But I’m hoping the album can 
wake people up to what really matters 
in life and inspire them to want more.” 

N8 is a relatively new rapper with 
a low online profile. His SoundCloud 
page, which has only 105 followers, 
describes him as a “Rapper, Poet, 
Philosopher, Author, Journalist, His- 
torian, ‘Conspiracy Theorist, [and] 
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Real Nigga.” When I spoke with N8, 

I learned that history is his favorite 
subject and that he considers rap to 
be poetry. From skimming his Twitter 
(511 followers), I learned that he’s a 
Trader Joe’s customer, an aficionado 
of VICE News documentaries, anda 
fan of Netflix’s Making A Murderer. But 
as someone who cannot describe her- 
self as a “real nigga,” I had to ask him 
about this title. 

“You don’t got to be a gangster or 
a thug in order to be a real nigga,” he 
explains. “A real nigga is just somebody 
that’s going to stand up for what they 
believe in.” 

A real nigga is also someone who 
donates to Wikipedia. “I’m always 
Googling stuff and I’m always on Wiki- 
pedia, so when they ask me for a few 
dollars to keep the site going, for me to 
just keep x-ing it out and acting like I 
don't see it, that’s not me being a real 
nigga.” 

Real nigga though he may be, N8 
readily admits that he’s a man of 
contradictions. He doesn’t fit the ste- 
reotype of a modern-day MC, let alone 
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“COMING FROM THE BAY AREA, WE NEEDED ANOTHER REPRESENTATION 10 FILL THE VOID.” 


The Oracle of Richmond 


Socially-conscious rapper Wantmore N8 talks about gun violence and other woes in his debut album, Blame The Funk. 





one from the hoods of Richmond. He 
doesn’t smoke weed, for example, nor 
does he have any tattoos. His shirts 
and pants aren't baggy or sagging, and 
the only jewelry he wears are diamonds 
and gold nugget studs. Though he car- 
ries a gun, he also owns two crystals (a 
rose quartz and an amethyst) and says 
things like, “Everybody knows that the 
sun sign affects your personality” and 
“You've got to open your third eye and 
make sure your pineal glands aren’t 
clouded and your chakras aren’t closed, 
per se.” 

He also drinks lean (cough syrup 
mixed with soda) and is keenly aware 
of (and concerned about) the fluoride 
added to our water. He advocates 
getting an education, even though 
he dropped out of junior college (in 
a Twitter post, he jokingly thanked 
Google State and YouTube University 
for “teaching [him] a lot”). He won't 
eat pork, chicken, or fast food, but he 
pops Percocets. And though he went 
to jail when he was 22 (for riding in an 
unregistered car that also contained 
a gun and marijuana), he advocates 
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“being smart next time,” not “changing 
your ways.” 

Therein lies N8’s appeal: he’s a soap 
box, not a paragon. Using his own 
vices and faults as examples, he speaks 
for others and says what many of us 
feel uncomfortable saying. He fesses 
up to feelings of vulnerability and 
sadness in his song “Cry By Myself,” 
and talks about loneliness and having 
nobody to talk to in “Fully Charged 
Phone.” He’s also non-judgmental, 
although a huge portion of his album 
(not counting his song about Hudson 
jeans or his distrust of debit cards) fo- 
cuses on black-on-black crime. 

“Some of us are in the street life 
and have no other choice,” he says. “I’m 
saying that if you are in the street life, 
just be smart about it.” 

It took N8 — who works by day 
in the “government service industry” 
— years to actually release an album. 
Though he started rapping in his late 
teens for fun with his friends, he was 
a procrastinator. “I was lazy,” he says. 
“T would do two songs in a year and 
maybe do a feature on three other 


Wantmore N8 





Namari Mackin 


peoples’ songs and that would be it for 
the year.” 

The motivation for creating Blame 
The Funk was, appropriately enough, 
his cousin Funk. N8 and Funk used to 
rap together until Funk was impris- 
oned for 25 years to life for attempted 
murder and carjacking. On the rare 
occasions that N8 talked to Funk, his 
cousin would always ask what he was 
doing to further his rap career. “He'd 
be like, ‘Cuz, we was supposed to do 
this music thing together,” N8 says. 
“So quit playing and do it for me be- 
cause I’m not able to do it right now.” 

Around the start of 2015, Funk’s 
admonishments sunk in, and N8 was 
finally ready to give music serious at- 
tention. “As inner city African Ameri- 
cans, they don’t even give us a chance,” 
he says. “As soon as we're born, we're 
already considered a statistic. So I felt 
like, especially coming from the Bay 
Area, we needed another represen- 
tation to fill the void. We needed a 
lyricist who was actually willing to talk 
about something.” 


jschiewe@sfweekly.com 
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The Roots of it All 


Blues singer Shemekia Copeland proves that every genre has alittle bit of the blues. 


By Jessie Schiewe 


Shemekia Copeland grew up in 
Harlem during the heyday of early rap and 
hip-hop in the ’80s, when artists such as 
Doug E. Fresh, Biz Markie, and Kurtis 
Blow dominated the local scene. Her fa- 
ther, Johnny Copeland, was a Gram- 
my-winning blues singer who encouraged 
his daughter to get into the family busi- 
ness. When she was eight, he invited her 
to perform onstage at Harlem’s legendary 
Cotton Club (“It was nerve-racking,” she 
says), and by the time she was a teenager, 
she was opening for his tours. While she 
could have pursued any genre, the blues 
called to her, as they had to her father. 
“This is just in me,’ she says. “I was 
blessed enough to figure out early on 
what I was supposed to be doing.” 

She released her first album, Turn 
The Heat Up, when she was 18. As of 
now, nearly two decades later, she’s 
dropped seven more albums and earned 
two Grammy nominations for Best 





The Romanian 
Touch 


Rhadoo brings his special blend 
of techno to the Bay 


By Chris Zaldua 


Tally up all the countries around the globe 
that have historically fostered world-class 
electronic music, and you've got a rela- 
tively small list: The United States, of 
course; Germany; the U.K. and Scotland; 
the Netherlands, France, Spain, and Italy; 
Sweden and perhaps Denmark; and Ja- 
pan. Notice that Romania, that southeast- 
ern European nation, is not on that list. 
However, thanks to the efforts of a hand- 
ful of hard-working Romanian artists — 
like Rhadoo, here making his San 
Francisco debut — that may be changing 
soon. 

Rhadoo, alongside compatriots 
Petre Inspirescu and Raresh (the three 
of them run their own record label, 
[a:rpia:r] — a clumsy-looking translit- 
eration of their initials, “R.P.R.”), are 
responsible for the ever-growing pop- 
ularity of the “Romanian sound.” That 
sound is best described as an update of 
the minimal techno blueprint that took 
the electronic music world by storm for 
most of the early- and mid-aughts. But 
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Blues Album, along with a slew of Blues 
Music Awards. She’s entertained U.S. 
troops in Iraq and Kuwait, opened for 
The Rolling Stones, and sung alongside 
Bonnie Raitt, B.B. King, and Eric Clap- 
ton, to name just a few. In 2012, she 
even performed for the Obamas at the 
White House. 

“The blues is universally appealing,” 
the 36-year-old says. “It’s about telling 
your story, and everyone’s got a story 
to tell.” 

Copeland’s latest album Outskirts Of 
Love — a 2016 Grammy nominee — is 
a fitting example of her storytelling 
prowess and the narrative heritage of 
the blues. She covers “subjects that are 
not comfortable,” she says, including so- 
cial injustice, date rape, and homeless- 
ness, packaging them into ballads that 
are catchy and soulful despite the dire 
themes. “Life is messy for everyone,’ 
she says, “and on this record, every- 
body’s on the outskirts of something.” 

Genre-wise, the record is also on 
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Rhadoo 


whereas many eventually burned out on 
the repetitiveness and sameness of that 
breed of minimal techno (often referred 
to simply as “minimal,” as if to reinforce 
its minimalness), the Romanians im- 
bued it with a level of micro-detail, funk, 
and emotion not heard since the genre’s 
early days, when artists like Thomas 
Brinkmann and Ricardo Villalobos were 
breaking new ground. 

Rhadoo’s DJ sets are the stuff of 
legend, too. For one, his technical deck 
skills are without comparison: He is an 
exceptional vinyl DJ (Rhadoo, and the 
rest of the Romanian posse, are vinyl 
obsessives, playing with wax whenever 
possible), known for seamless three-to- 
four minute long blends between tracks. 
Secondly, he’s a marathon DJ, not a 
sprinter. In Bucharest, it’s not uncom- 
mon for parties to hit insane two-day- 
plus runtimes, with eight- or 10-hour 
DJ sets happening regularly. This party’s 
humble 4 a.m. closing time might not 
quite meet the Romanian standard, but 
for anyone interested in the latest and 
greatest in minimal techno and house, 


the outskirts. Though it falls under 
the category of contemporary blues, 
the album ranges across country, jazz, 
Afrobeat, and rock'n'roll. “Everything 
comes from blues,” says Copeland. “So 
if I want to use a little country, a little 
gospel, a little soul, a little rock'n'roll, I 
should be able to do that because blues 
is the root of it all.” She even makes a 
lyrical reference to this in “Drivin’ Out 
of Nashville” when she coos, “Country 
music ain’t nothin’ but the blues with 
a twang.” 

Copeland hasn’t always been so sty- 
listically promiscuous. When she first 
started out, her songs were more rooted 
in traditional blues, replete with horns, 
organ, and other live accompaniment. 
Vocally, she focused on the strength 
and power of her voice, or what she 
calls “the blast furnace, big, huge voice 
thing.” 

Over the years, however, her voice 
and musical preferences have changed. 
Thanks to producer Oliver Wood, 


Rhadoo is a must-see. 


Public Works, IN-SIGHT, 
and Robot Ears present Rhadoo 
at Public Works, 9 p.m.-4a.m. Friday, 


Jan. 8. $15-$20; publicsf.com. 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Convolution presents Terminal11, 
Montaux, and more at F8, 8 p.m.-2 
a.m. Thursday, Jan. 7. $5; feightsf.com. 


Ah, “intelligent dance music." Such a silly 
name for such wonderful music. Coined in the 
early ‘90s in the Bay Area (at Stanford, no 
less), it has pretty much stuck, used at first to 
describe a then-nascent wave of electronic 
music from the U.K., designed for listening at 
home or on headphones, not so much for a 
Sweaty dance floor. The genre has since 
mostly fallen out of fashion, as the electronic 
music landscape has blown itself wide open, 
but a handful of stalwart producers keep the 
flame alive, including all the artists featured 
on this lineup. Headlining is Terminaltl, an Ari- 
zona-based artist whose productions runneth 
over, filled to the brim as they are with sam- 
ples, melodies, and oddball percussion of all 
kinds. But fret not, they pack serious dance 
floor punch. Montaux, a wildly kinetic East 
Bay duo, will support, with Fluorescent Grey, 
Sweguno, and Electronic Sleep. 


Intelligent Dance Party 004 featuring 
Glenn Jackson, Knob Goblin, and more 


whom she worked on Outskirts with, 
she learned how to finesse her voice to 
bring out its subtleties and sultriness, 
and added crooning to her vocal reper- 
toire. Having a whole ensemble became 
less necessary as she delved into more 
experimental, genre-bending melodies. 
“It’s more about the lyrics now,” she 
says, explaining that her songs have be- 
come less personal and more universal 
with time. “As you age, you have more 
to talk about.” 

To many people, the blues is still an 
old-fashioned, murky genre. You don’t 
hear much (if at all) on major radio 
stations or at bars where the clientele 
skews young. Copeland has been hailed 
as a sign that the blues are making a 
comeback, albeit with a contemporary 
twist. “People have always been saying 
that,” Copeland says. “I don’t think 
they’ve ever left. It’s always been kind 
of on the outskirts.” 


jschiewe@sfweekly.com 


at The Basement, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Friday, 
Jan. 8. $5; thebasementsf.com. 


| swear | didn't plan this. Two “IDM” parties in 
the same weekend, one night after each 
other. Could this be a sign? Is the gum we like 
coming back in style? Probably not, but for 
IDM fanatics (of which there is a 
small-but-dedicated crowd in the Bay Area), it 
is nice indeed! Intelligent Dance Party is a 
new, cheekily named party dedicated to - you 
guessed it - “intelligent dance music,” featur- 
ing a range of local performers and DJs. 
Headlining this week is Glenn Jackson, an 
East Bay producer, DJ, and music writer, long 
affiliated with former Bay Area publication 
XLR8R. He's playing a live set of his own tunes 
— woozy, funky house music with enough 
moody flair to fit within the “IDM” rubric. Also 
performing is Oakland's Knob Goblin - winner 
of Worst-But-Also-Best artist moniker award - 
whose tunes are heavy, percussive, and 
dub-flavored, with DJs supporting. 


Pulse Generator feat. Milkplant, 

Andy Kershaw, and Random at 
Underground SF, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. Friday, 
Jan. 8. Free before 11 p.m., $5 after; 


undergroundsf.com. 


Pulse Generator stands out amongst San 
Francisco's monthly parties for one, regretta- 
bly uncommon reason: The resident DJs are 
all women. This time around though, the 
party features the resident DJs’ partners (all 
DJs themselves, naturally), or “the men be- 
hind the women of Pulse Generator.” Leading 
the pack is Milkplant, an East Bay producer, 
DJ, and boss of From 0-1 Recordings, an estab- 
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Shemekia 
Copeland 





Shemekia Copeland 
plays at Freight and Salvage on 
Saturday, January 9, at 8 p.m. $24- 


lished record label showcasing no-nonsense 
techno. His productions are heavy, hard, and 
designed for maximum dancefloor satisfac- 
tion - techno in its purest state. His DJ sets 
take a similar tack, going straight for the jug- 
ular, leaving gimmicks behind. Also on deck is 
Andy Kershaw, owner of 3AM Recordings, a la- 
bel focusing on local tech-house producers, 
and Random, also affiliated with a local re- 
cord label (Geomagnetic), whose roots lie in 
the psychedelic trance scene. 


Dax Presents the Capricorn Party with 
Black Coffee and Mood II Swing at Public 
Works, 9:30 p.m.-3:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 9. $18-$20; publicsf.com. 


Dax Lee has been hosting and promoting 
electronic music in San Francisco for some 
time now, and this year marks the 14th itera- 
tion of his birthday celebration. Every Janu- 
ary he goes all out to celebrate his birthday 
— and Capricorns in general (accordingly, all 
Capricorns are eligible for discounted $10 
cover to the party!). This time around, he's 
featuring Black Coffee, a South African DJ 
who, in the span of the last decade, has 
climbed through the ranks to become the 
most successful DJ from the entire African 
continent. Listening to his productions and 
DJ sets, that’s no surprise — instead of simply 
parroting the standard “deep house” rubric, 
he uses house music as a vehicle for trans- 
mitting pan-African sounds, rhythms, and vo- 
cals, putting him ina class entirely his own. 
Mood II Swing, a vintage New York house duo, 
will also be making their S.F. debut, with David 
Harness supporting. 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS /S$4 DRAFTS /$2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


THURSDAY JAN 7 FREE 





(FUNKED UP ROCK SHOW) 


FRIDAY JAN 8 $20 ADV 
BOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS 


@ THE CHAPEL 
(Valencia St) 
IN HONOR OF DAVID BOWIE’S 69" BDAY 
STARRING: 


*THE FIRST 

CHURCH OF 

THE SACRED 
SILVERSEXUAL* 


(The World’s only 
David Bowie Worship Band) 
Performing all the songs from 
WALEED ARYL UKY a A | Yd | 
FROM MARS” album 
Sparkling, dazzling, theatrical 
music extravaganza! 
feat. DRAG QUEEENS, COSTUMES, 
& the live performance of 
DAVID BOWIE’S MUSIC 


FRIDAY JAN 8 $10 


(Fillmore Nasty Funk) 
g me 
SATURDAY JAN 9 $12 ADV 


(plays the Music of Booker T Jones) 
+*7 
SUNDAY JAN 10 FREEE PARTY! 


Freestyle Hip-Hop 


TUESDAY JAN 12 $5 ADV 


w/ 
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Make-Out Room 
™, 


THURS JAN 7 6:30PM $10 


ENORCHESTRA, 


ENABLERS, FERAL OHMS! 
W/ DJ FOODCOURT & HIS PALS 
SPINNING PRE & POST LIVE SHOW ROCK/POP 


FOLLOWING AT 11PM FREE 


DJ FOODCOURT & HIS PALS 


ROCK/POP/SOUL/CRAP 
FRI JAN 8 6PM FREE 


COOL AS FUCK’ 
SECOND FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 
W/ DJS KEVIN, BRIAN, LIAM, & RAUL 
GUITAR-BASED INDIE POP GEMS THAT 
SPARKLE & SHINE, LOUDLY RIP & GENTLY ROAR 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


ITE 
2000S INDIE DANCE PARTY 
POST PUNK, DANCE PUNK, FREAK FOLK, 
SYNTH POP, NU RAVE, CHILL-WAVE & 
GARAGE DJS JAMIE JAMS & EMDEE! 


SAT JAN 9 6:30PM 
$5 TO $20 SLIDING SCALE 


WRITERS WITH DRINKS! 
W/ CHARLIE JANE ANDERS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! | 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN JAN 10 7:30PM $8 
USELESS EATERS & MOTOR INN! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


UFO - UNITED FREAKOUT 
FOR LONGHAIRS & WEIRDOS 
W/ DJ MIKEY LONGHAIR! 


MON JAN 11 9PM FREE 


WHEEL OF KARAOKE! 
FUN KARAOKE GAME SHOW WHERE 
AUDIENCE MEMBERS SING SONGS 
WHILE TAKING ON THE WHEEL 
OF FATE IN HOPES TO WIN THE 
GRAND PRIZE! GUEST COMEDIANS, 
MUSICIANS, & VAUDEVILLE ACTS 
CAMEO THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT. 


TUES JAN 12 6PM FREE 


DJ TONE ARM 
AMPLIFIED SOUL HAPPY HOURS! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 


WED JAN 13 9:30PM FREE 


BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 
80S DANCE PARTY! 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 


GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, HIP-HOP 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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Room 


ELBO ROOM IS LOGATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TIGKETS WH. BROWNPAPERTICKES. CO 
THURSDAY; JANUARY: i hl 8h we 1f PM/S8 AFTER 


BOOTY BASS. PIZZA: PARTY 
UU OLY: ei 


ee 


(ZION HIGH/BRODKLYN7NY) 
ELIG-S 


RED: K:wionve Society) 
& KING: KANASHI [ 
PLUS? RESIDENTS: 
Dd OEP. & ea ESPARZA 


85 BE {1PM / $10 AFTER 


ee 
& HER BURLESQUETEERS 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY: 1 Oe 
COM st PRESENTS 





$5 OISODUNT:NGSEMEFORMAL ATTIRE 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar @sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F.,CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
A415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, JAN. 7 


Goodnight, Texas: W/ Whiskey Shivers, 
8 p.m., $15. The Independent, 628 Di- 
visadero, San Francisco, 771-1420. 


FRIDAY, JAN. 8 


APink: 5:30 p.m., $50-$215. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San 
Francisco, 673-5716. 

Whiskerman: W/ Papa Bear and the Easy 
Love, plus Scary Little Friends, 9 p.m., 
$16-$18. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750. 


SATURDAY, JAN. 9 


BoomBox: W/ Ryan Bauer, 8 p.m., $22.50. 
The Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness 
Avenue, San Francisco, 673-5716. 


SUNDAY, JAN. 10 


Metal Allegiance: Featuring David Ellefson, 
Mark Oseguenda, Phil Demmel, Mike 
Portnoy, Trowy Sanders, Alex Skol- 
nick,and Mark Menghi w/ special guiests 
Cage and Doll Skin, 8 p.m., $25. The Re- 
gency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco, 673-5716. 

The Mission Seven: 2 sets of Latin Soul, 
Boogaloo, and originals in a retro garage 
style., 6-8 p.m., Free, 970-0012, info@ 
themissionseven.com, themissionseven. 
com. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Fran- 
cisco, 970-0012. 

Mojo Green: W/ Funk Revival Orchestra, 9 
p.m., $15-$17. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750. 


MONDAY, JAN. 11 


Benefit Concert for Freddie Roulette: W/ 
Steve Kimock, Roy Rogers, Henry Kaiser, 
Barry Melton, Pete Sears, David Aguilar, 
Lester Chambers, Wavy Gravy, Freddie 
Roulette, and more., 8 p.m., $25. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 885-0750. 





THURSDAY 7 


ROCK 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551-5157. 
Dead Meadow, w/ Church of Sun, WEED, and Mad 
Alchemy liquid light show. (((folkYEAH!))), 9 
p.m., $15-$18. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
441-2922. “‘Tubesteak Connection," w/ DJ Bus 
Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“My So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance party with 
VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621-4434. 
“Xcess Thursdays,” w/ resident DJs Krazy, 
Becky Knox, and Frisko Eddy, 9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964. 
“Class of 84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washing- 
ton, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 
before 9:30 p.m.), www.facebook.com/pages/ 
Thursday-nights-at-Cat-Club/191272240888168. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441-5678. 
“X0,"' 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/PartyX0. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421- 
8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 872-5160. 
BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF:fm DJs spin 
a variety of tunes including indie rock, garage, 
electronic music, and more., 9 p.m., Free, bff.fm. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“#Homo," 9 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 1999,” 
w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, facebook. 
com/1999sf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 978-9942. 
“Next Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. 

HIP-HOP 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 
“Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural & Landol, 10 
p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 621- 
9294. “Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 
p.m., free, facebook.com/peachesladydjcrew. 

ACOUSTIC 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 831- 
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Rap 


RJ 


Kenneth Wynn 


with Symba, 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 7, at The New Parish, 1743 San 
Pablo Ave., Oakland. $15-$20; www.thenewparish.com. 


If there’s one thing the South L.A. -born rapper RJ knows something about, it’s 
money. Namely, how to make it , or, as he brags on his single “Get Rich,” how to 
“be richer than you.” The DJ Mustard-produced banger got airtime on radio 
stations up and down the West Coast this summer not only because of its bassy, 
synth-driven, upbeat melody, but also because the subject matter is so relat- 
able."T feel like a lot of people want to get money,’ said RJ, a self-proclaimed 


29 6¢ 


hustler and former “trap star. 


So that’s the story that I push: Being a hustler 


and being on your toes at all times and trying to push forward to better your- 
self.” If his songs “Your Money” (which is about women hitting him up for cash ) 
and “Really Out Here Too” (the first line of which goes, “All the heat all summer 
and it got mea little darker”) are any indication, RJ is aman of the people: he 
understands the struggle, and he’s really on the block. Despite their dire subject 
matter, his songs never get dark or acrimonious. Instead, they’re fun dance fod- 
der for the club or a party. “I want people to feel good and motivated when 
they’re listening to me,” he said. “My mom taught me that.” Jessie Schiewe 


5620. Acoustic Open Mic with Josh Beemish, 
7 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 615- 
0916. cRossRhodes, 8 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 546- 
6300. Songwriters in the Round with Heather 
Combs, first Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., 
$8. 

Musicians Union Local 6: 116 Ninth St., San 


Francisco, 575-0777. San Francisco Singer-Song- 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


writers’ Workshop, hosted by Robin Yukiko, 
first Thursday of every month, 6:30 p.m., 
$25 (free for AFM members), meetup.com/ 
singersongwritersworkshop. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 751- 
1122. The Shannon Céili Band, first Thursday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. Honey of the Heart (Justin Ancheta 


& Maren Metke), first Thursday of every month, 





THAO & THE GET DOWN 
STAY DOWN 


SATURDAY, APRIL 30 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 « $42.50 
BILL GRAHAM MEMORIAL FOUNDATION PRESENTS 
BILL GRAHAM'S 85TH BIRTHDAY BASH 


TODD RUNDGREN 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 


DOORS &8/ SHOW 9 « $36.50 


BIG HEAD TODD & 
THE MONSTERS 


MIKE DOUGHTY 


JANUARY 18 & 19 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $27.00 


TY SEGALL & 
THE MUGGERS 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 


ticketmaster.com 





TREVOR 


NOAH 


FEBRUARY 20 
THE MASONIC 


ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 


Bu 
rickers | LIVENATION.com =i 
or Be 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


JD McPHERSON 
HONEYHONEY 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 


JANUARY 20 & 21 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8&8 « 533.00 


JOSH RITTER & 
THE ROYAL CITY BAND 


ELEPHANT REVIVAL 


JANUARY 22 & 23 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $27.50 


THE WOOD BROTHERS 


LIZ VICE 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $22.50 


THE ADICTS 


LA PLEBE, SCREAMING BLOODY MARYS 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $20.00 


DAN DEACON 


ft 


f /THeriumore [@! @rMoREsF (y CTHEFILLMORE 


CHEAP PETE’S LAGUNITAS, 
frame factory cutled EGPUEWATEM ; 





D pep SI fetal [Lfve nation) ve nation} 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change wilhout notice, All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. “Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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| DEPENDENT, 


cs THEINDEPENDENTSF.COM 


THU, JAN 7 ) 
GOODNIGHT, TEXAS 


WHISKEY SHIVERS 


SAT, JAN 16 


HALF MOON RUN . 


EMILIE & OGDEN 





WED, FEB 10 


2ND SHOW ADDED 
BY POPULAR DEMAND! 


THE KNOCKS 
CARDIKNOX, SOFI TUKKER 
TUE, JAN 26 


COMEDY NIGHT AT THE INDY FRI, FEB 12 


PARTIALLY SEATED CON BRIO 
JERMAINE FOWLER SAT, FEB 13 
THU, JAN 28 LE YOUTH 


EMCEE THU, FEB 18 & FRI, FEB 19 


FRI JAN 29 & SAT, JAN 30 
THE SOUL REBELS 


WED, FEB 3 
BAIO 


FRI, FEB 5 & SAT, FEB 6 


SAT, JAN 23 


CHICANO BATMAN 


TUUANA PANTHERS, 
THE YOUNG ELDERS 


HE NEW 
MASTERSOUNDS 


EARPHUNK 
TUE, FEB 23 

NOISE POP 2016 
ASTRONAUTS, ETC. 
TWO NIGHTS! WED, FEB 24 


THE MOTET NOISE POP 2016 
SOPHISTAFUNK HEARTWATCH 


628 DIVISADERO ST. AT HAYES, SAN FRANCISCO / TICKETS: TICKETFLY.COM & 877.435.9849 
OR AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM - 6PM (10 PM ON SHOW NIGHTS) 
INFO: 415.771.1421 / ALL SHOWS 21+ / GENERAL ADMISSION / VERY LIMITED SEATING 
PAID PARKING LOT : PANHANDLE PARKING ON BAKER BETWEEN FELL & OAK 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT - APECONCERTS.COM f FACEBOOK.COM/INDEPENDENTSF 





Ald, JANUARY 7-13, 2016 


@INDYSF ie THEINDEPENDENTSF 


8 p.m. 

JAZZ 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 400- 
0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191. 
Velvet Vipers, 9 p.m., $5. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet with 
Tod Dickow, first and third Thursday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. 
Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 
The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-8667. Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 

7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 
7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 885-8850. 
Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Fran- 
cisco, 646-0018. Flamenco Fusion World Music 
Cafe, 8 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

BLUES 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 292- 
2583. Alvon, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666. 
Christopher Ford, first Thursday of every month, 
4p.m.; Eugene Huggins, first Thursday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

COUNTRY 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 550- 
8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country 
dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., 
$5, sundancesaloon.org. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco, 
255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6-$15 


sliding scale, outsound.org. 
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ROCKABILLY 
Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco, 981-9177. 
Whisky Pills Fiasco, first Thursday of every 


month, 9 p.m. 


FRIDAY 8 


ROCK 
The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551-5157. 


The First Church of the Sacred Silversexual 


Neo-Soul 


SEAN C. JOHNSON 





Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777. The Black Pages, 
10 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 255-0333. 
Jordan & The Ritual, w/ Midnight North and 
Shantytown, 9 p.m., $17. 

DANCE 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012. 


“Fine Time,” w/ resident DJs Danny White, 


Sean C. John 


Sean C. Johnson 


with Jasmine Young, Diverse Dialect, Fuego, Brandon Leake, and 
DJ Sticky, 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 9, at the School of Urban Missions, 
735 105th Ave, Oakland. $10; www.thesjc.eventbrite.com. 


Religious-leaning music doesn’t make it into the mainstream often, so it’s not 
surprising if you've never heard of the neo-soul singer Sean C. Johnson. But 
don’t let his religious slant scare you: Johnson’s songs are not church ditties, 
and his lyrics are not sprinkled with religious tropes. They deal with human 
emotions and universal experiences, like love, loss, and memories. The 33-year- 
old’s biggest selling point (and the reason why we're writing about him) is his 
voice. It’s buttery and smooth, deep and rich, and pretty much exactly how Jill 
Scott would sound were she a man. Johnson, who has historically sold his al- 
bums via BandCamp, dropped his strongest and most recent project, 1993, this 
past March. The album’s lead single, “Mountains,” is a piercingly beautiful, gui- 
tar-driven ballad about faith, transformation, and finding oneself. And though 
that might sound mushy to the religiously-adverse, trust me, it’s not. Perhaps 
to balance the album out, Johnson also did slow jam covers of Dr. Dre’s “Nothin’ 
But A G Thang” and Rae Sremmurd’s “No Flex Zone,” that are as good, if not 
better, than the originals. In a time when most male vocalists (think Trey 
Songz, Chris Brown, and Miguel) stick to songs revolving around sex, women, 
and more sex, Johnson is a breath of fresh air, even if it is tinged with a bit of in- 


cense. Jessie Schiewe 


performs Ziggy Stardust, 9 p.m., $20. 
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SHEMEKIA COPELAND 
Oh be ot 2 oh ok oO oe Peeks 


bail- 


of-fire vocalist 


“Shemekias a 


with a voice thats 
part Memphis, part 
Chicago and all 


WUna;ni.. 


> - 


Gevastatingly 


powerful. Shes «4 


great Bincer, period.” 
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LIVE! 
Saturday, Jan. 9th 
Freight & Salvage 


2020 Addison * 
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THURSDAY 1/7 
DANCE KARAOKE WITH DJ PURPLE! 52: 


FRIDAY 1/8 
Y2K1 (MARCELLUS/SEGUNDITO2K1/SEAN G) 


SU DVAIE 
CLOSED FOR PRIVATE EVENT 


TUESDAY 1/12 

» HAPPY HOUR PRICES ALL NIGHT 
=—_— 4 

ail WEDNESDAY VB 


IVE EVENT TRIVIA 7:30 PM 
WIN PR 








MUSIC/COCKTAILS/POOL 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.8521 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 






















an x ) | RSVP Ae COM 
= Ys — <a TURE EVENTS 
— SPHAPPY HOUR DRINK SPECIALS 





7 TUES THRU SAT 5-9 PM 
a <i ; 
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SICQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


Cae 4 (ra 


FEATURING: PLINY THE ELDER...ALL DAY, EVERYDAY 
KITCHEN OPEN MON - SAT AT 5:00 PM 


ms AUMA 
DEBARTOLO 


10PM - $5 
ROCK AND ROLL WITH A JAPANESE FLAIR 


1/10 S$CHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 

v1 MOJITO MONDAYS 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY 

AND ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 


11 PM TO 2 AM 
$1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


12. TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED 
TUESDAYS 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 

WITH A CAN OF TECATE 

13 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 

ALL NIGHT LONG 





BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%*& MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
7% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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Rance, and Sweethearts, second Friday of every 

month, 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/finetimesfny. 
Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 

“Manimal,"’ 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621-4434. 
“Boy Bar,” 9 p.m., $5, guspresents.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964. 
“Dark Shadows,” w/ resident DJs Daniel Skel- 
lington & Melting Girl, second Friday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.), 
facebook.com/clubdarkshadows. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441-5678. 
“F-T.S.: For the Story,” 10 p.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421- 
8700. “Flight Fridays,” 10 p.m., $20. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco, 
863-9999. “Cubcake,” second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
241-0202. “Yo Momma: M.0.M. Weekend Edi- 


tion,” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza, second Friday of 


Emperor 


Boozelaned 


COCKTAILS ~- BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 


——_ 


OPEN NOON 


— # } 


»2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 


M-f 12 NOON 


tl 


7PM 


— 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


mel, ae 


510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


415 926 8118 
boozeland 
emperornortons.com 





every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888. “Last Nite: A 2000s Indie Dance 
Party,” w/ DJs Jamie Jams & Emdee, second 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5-$10, last- 
niteOOs.com. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 825-0338. 
“OMGF,” 9:30 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. “Club 
Raven," Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. Free 
before 1ipm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, 431-1151, info@ 
ravenbarsf.com, www.ravenbarsf.com/. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 978-9942. 
“Future Factory,” 10 p.m., $10-$15. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. ‘Pulse Generator,” w/ resident DJs 
Cherushii, Clairity, and Nightbiscuit, second 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
pulsegenerator. 

HIP-HOP 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 
“Heartbeat,” w/ resident DJ Strategy, second 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5 (free before 
11 p.m). 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco, 421-1916. “E2F,” 
w/ DJ Twin Spin, second Friday of every month, 
9 p.m. 

ACOUSTIC 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 615- 
0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San 
Francisco, 437-0100. “Breakfast with Enzo,” w/ 
Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www.enzogarcia.com. 

JAZZ 

Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 648-1047. 
Tom Lander, second Friday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. Tin Cup Serenade, second Friday of 
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every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 616-6916. Black Market Jazz 
Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 885-8850. Joyce 
Grant, 8 p.m., free. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco, 
386-3330. Orquesta Conquistador Quartet, 
second Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 550- 
8286. ‘Dance Fridays,” weekly salsa & bachata 
party, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/DanceSalsa- 
OnFriday. 

BLUES 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 701-1300. 
Friday Night Blues, weekly blues dance lessons 
and DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15, sundownblues. 
com/friday-night-blues.html. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666. 
Jinx Jones & The KingTones, second Friday of 
every month, 4 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco, 981-9177. 
Marshall Law Band, second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 771-1616. Audium 
9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 

SOUL 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 885- 
4074. Take a Trip: Old Music for Dance People,” 
w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
takeatripeveryfriday. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 550- 
6994. “'Nightbeat,” w/ DJs Primo, Lucky, and Dr. 
Scott, second Friday of every month, 10 p.m., 


$4, www.facebook.com/groups/305700360195. 


SATURDAY 9 


ROCK 
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Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777. The Tall Shadows, 
10 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco, 255-0333. 
ONOFF, w/ State Line Empire and Pushing the 
Sun, 9 p.m., $16. 

DANCE 

111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco, 974- 


1719. “‘Back to the ‘90s,"” second Saturday of 


every month, 9:30 p.m., $10. 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS » Happy Hour M-F 12-7pm 
OPEN MON-SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


SATURDAY, 1/16 - 9PM - $12/$15 
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SUNDAY, 1/17 - 4PM - FREE 
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FRIDAY, 1/22 - 9PM - $15 


SATURDAY, 1/23 - 9PM - $12/914 


Ce) 


SUNDAY, 1/24 - 4PM - FREE 


THURSDAY, 1/28 - 9PM - $8 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012. 
2 Men Will Move You,” w/ DJs Primo & Jordan, 
second Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., 
2menwillmoveyou.tumbIr.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964. 
“Club Gossip,” w/ DJ Damon & guests, second 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $8 ($5 before 
9:30 p.m.), facebook.com/clubgossipsf. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco, 626-1409. 


“Bootie S.F.,"" 9 p.m., $10-$20, bootiesf.com. 


The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Fran- 
cisco. “Empire Ballroom," 9 p.m., $20 before 
11 p.m., empireballroomsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 646-0999. 
“Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., ibizadayclub.com. 
Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703-9751. 

“Bounce!,” 9 p.m., $3. 
Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco, 762-0151. 
Salted,’ w/ Miguel Migs, Julius Papp, guests, 


second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10 


before 11 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“Shoop!,” w/ DJs Tommy T & Bryan B, second 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 861-2011. 
“Cockblock,” second Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., $10, cockblocksf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. “Pound Puppy,” w/ DJs Taco Tuesday 


& Kevin O'Connor, second Saturday of every 


NEUROSIS 


3° SHOW ADDED BY POPULAR DEMAND! 


MARCH 6 
ON SALE NOW 


vi P 


={e] -{c] Fe] Uh 
DELORA 


JANUARY 30 


vamonwonencs THE \W/ARFIELD 


SHATNER , 


WE Jusy JUST on RL / 


JANUARY 30 


SOCIALHALLSF 


THEWARFIELD 
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GOLDENVOICESF 


TOW ale) "@aq| GOLDENVOICE.com 


+ CONVERGE / 
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BURIED & ME 


AUGUST 
BURNS RED 


re eee! 


THE PARADOX 


2095 "O08 FEATOR MS SARST MEW LIBRE POD DLTION 
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ss 


BONE THUGS-N-HARMONY 
JANUARY 31 





FEBRUARY 3 
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WARFIELD 
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GOLDENVOICESF 
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month, 10 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863-6623. 
“Frolic: A Celebration of Costume & Dance,” 
furry party with resident DJ NeonBunny, second 
Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., $8 ($4 in 
costume), neonbunny.com/frolic. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. “Hell’a Tight!,” w/ Lindsay Slow- 
hands, second Saturday of every month, 


10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/pages/Hel- 


la-Tight/236137926444407. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 278-9474. 
“Our House,” w/ resident DJs Jes-E & 
Bobby Orozco, second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/profile. 
php?id=100008425963525. 

HIP-HOP 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. “Perfect Saturdays,” w/ DJs Beat Thoz 


& MoMix, 10 p.m. 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 
“Frothin,” w/ resident DJ Matt Cali, second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., free, www. 
johncolins.com/mattcali.html. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
241-0202. “Straighten It Out,” w/ DJ Jerry Nice, 
second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 558-8521. 
“Y2K1," w/ Marcellus, Segundito 2K1, Sean G, 


second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 

Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 648- 
1047. Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, 
Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

JAZZ 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 586- 
3733. Grant Levin Quartet, second Saturday of 


every month, 7:30 p.m., $10-20. 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 400- 


0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
440-7414. Nora Maki, 6 p.m.; The Robert Stewart 
Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 991-1015. 


PUBL 


CWORKS 
§ RHADOO.... 


by 
FRI JAN 16 - 9PM 


1015 FOLSOM «= SAN FRANCISCO 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


1015.COM 


a a Edi 


| <sourections i ed 
|W lel @ee) iii & “4 


MOOD II SWING , 


LEE REYNOLDS © MIKEY LION © DJ SABO WED JAN 20 - 3PM 


CONCEPTIONS 
T 


N 
+ ALEX GREY 
EILIEN 


- RICHIE HAWTIN 


J ENTER. SAKE 
i ee = ed . @ 


SOLOMUN je 


DJ DIALS & 1015 FOLSOM PRESENT ; DIYNAMIC < . 


BIG BO]. ser a 


+ FALCONS + KEYLOW ’ e 


2 WOLF LAMB 


NICK MONACO 
BOB MOSES é-. 


EDUARDO CASTILLO 


OLSOM PRESENT 


JERRY FOLK 


SAT JAN 23 - 9PM 


IUTQ 
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PURA NEW YEAR 


FT DJS FRISKO EDDY + ERICK DEMBOW PRINCESS (of SEICHEST 


JESS GLYNN 

JUNIOR BOYS 

JESS GLYNNE 

PENGUIN PRISON (LIVE) 
FOREVER KISS 

NEON INDIAN 


WEZZANOMESE COM | 415 


PURA NEW YEAR 


FT DJ MIDNIGHT CHEESEMONGER INVITATIONAL ZERO F*CKS: HOUSE OF BASS 
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THE LEAKEY FOUNDATION NONSTOP BHANGRA 
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“Pura,” 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 for tango lesson 
(free dance after 1 p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. Mision Flamenca, Monthly live 
flamenco music and dance performances., 
second Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $15, 
facebook.com/mision.flamenca. “Paris-Dakar 


African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 


DRINKS * FOOD * MUSIC 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 


FRI 1/8 si $22 ADV / $25 DOOR 


SAT 6 a a “ / $22 DOOR 


(HARES F ROUNOATN) 
SST ae ROOTS 


MON 1/18 7PM $15 ADV / $18 DOOR 
ADLECI 
‘JOHE OHN K. DLEGROE FuRTHOR 
AND DARK STA ORC CHESTR 
TUES 1/19 7PM $18 ADV / $20 DOOR 


T E SPECI AL CON SUNT 
THDAVID THOM & VINTAGE GRASS. 


WED /20 7PM Si2 


MARTY O'REILLY & THE OLD 
SOUL ORCHESTRA — 


witH KELLY MCFARLING ~ 
TUES 1/26 7PM $14 ADV / S17 DOOR 
KUNG FU win 
LEE GALLAGHER & THE HALLELUJAH 
5 ‘ORTE VIADERA AVENUE MILL VALL 
415-388-3850 si SWEETWATERMUSICHALL 
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Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 392-6739. 
Caffe Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552-7788. 
“Tormenta Tropical,” w/ resident DJs Oroll & 
Theory, second Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/bersadiscos. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas 
& El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 


642-0474. BrazilVox, second Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran- 
cisco, 550-8286. “Club Fuego,” 8 p.m., 
facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 

REGGAE 

St. Mary's Pub: 3845 Mission, San Francisco, 


970-1939. “Bangarang Crash,” w/ resident DJs 


Shawn Atkinson, Madame Streggae, Sir Rudy 


¢ 


) THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


BOOTIE’S DJS MIX AND 
MASH THE 80S WITH 


ANYTHING & EVERYTHING! 
TPM: LIVE MASHUP BAND 


SMASH-UP DERBY 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


Gj 


LOUNGE: 


“CIRQUE DU CLICHE 


DJs: AIRSUN & MAGNETIC 
ABOVE: 
GASLIGHT 
MAFIA 


ADRIAN-A se ELECTRO-Swinc: JSINJ & GUESTS 
TRIPP - JIMIG DAZZLE ROOM: 


MIDNIGHT MASHUP SHOow: BUMP TWERK BOOM 
AERIALIST: ELECTRIC BLUE Js: ROCKIT & RYAN ANDREW 


SATURDAY JANUARY 9 


FOUR ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF - Zi wel © 
GPM-AFTERHOURS - $10 BEFORE 100M - BOOTESECOM 
SKIP TME LINES STS ADVANCE TIX @ ONALOUNGE COM 
PREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs TO THE FIRST 109 PEOPLE! 


Blackout, Special Lord B, and the Mighty Zeke, 
second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m.., free, 
facebook.com/sfvintagereggaesociety. 

BLUES 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
771-5687. Willie G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666. 
Dave Workman, second Saturday of every 
month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISITE 


PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 771-1616. Audium 
9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 

FUNK 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551-5157. 
The Humidors, w/ Midtown Social, Baby and the 
Luvies, 9 p.m., $18-$22. 

SOUL 

The Social Study: 1795 Geary Blvd., San Fran- 
cisco, 292-7417. ‘Wax Poetics After Dark," w/ 


DJ Freddy Anzures, second Saturday of every 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


THURSDAY 1/7 


KEVIN CAMIA 


LOVE ALBUM RECORDENG! 
FRIDAY 1/ 8 - SATURDAY 1/9 


SF SKETCHFEST DOZEN 


WITH MAGGIE MAYE 
& MATT MCCARTHY! 


FRIDAY 1/8 - SATURDAY 1/9 


= 
SF SKETCHFEST DOZEN "3 cen 
a JESSIMAE PELUSO 


WITH JOE DEROSA 
& JOE ZIMMERMAN! 


UPSTAIRS AT 444 BATTERY STREET 


ee Gh 


THURSDAY 1/7 


SUPPLY AND DEMAND 


WITH STEVE i of Perteny 


DAY 1/15 
SF SRETCHPEST PRESENTS: 


COME TO PAPA 


UWE PODCAST BOSTED SY TOWi PAPE) 


FRIDAY 1/15 ~SAPURDAT 1/06 
SF SHETCHFEST PRESENTS: 


SET LIST 


A UVE IMPROVED STEND-UF SHOW 


SUNDAY 1/1? 
SF SHETCHFEST PRESENTS: 


THE BIRTHDAY BOYS 


SERIO? COMEDY FROM UCE AND IFC 


$F SKETCHFEST PRESENTS: 
ILLOGICAL CONTRAPTION 
ADS 1/13 
SF SKETCHFEST PRESENTS: 
THE MISSION POSITION 
sf ar 
ALEX KOLL AND CHRIS THAYER 


Ray 1/15 SAUERaY Ll 


SF SKETCHFEST DOZEN 
VOME BELL, ESTHER MOVETZI 
SLE WETTERLUND & JENNY ZIGRNO 


POON VIPS GE. COCE 


© 18 & OVER * 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE WIT; 


COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


FRIDAY 1/8 
SF SKETCHFEST PRESENTS: 


PUT YOUR HANDS TOGETHER 


FRIDAY 1/8 
SF SKETCHFEST PRESENTS: 


WTH TODD BARRY AND GG WAY OMRON 
r THURSDAY 1/14 


SF SKETCHFEST 


ticketmaster °° Sissies 


ive narion 
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month, 8 p.m., free, waxpoetics.com. 
Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco, 981-9177. 
Hot Pocket, second Saturday of every month, 


9:30 p.m. 


SUNDAY 10 


ROCK 
The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551- 
5157. Eric Hanson Presents: Gregory Douglass 


Band, w/ Eric Himan and Jeff Campbell, 8 


p.m., $15-$20. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco, 954-0777. Terry Savastano, 10 p.m. 

DANCE 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Big Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441-5678. 
“Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 863-4027. 


“Kick It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552-7788. 
“Dub Mission,” Sunday night excursions into 
the echo-drenched outer realms of dub with 
resident DJ Sep and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.), dubmissionsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 646- 
0999. “Sundaze,” 1 p.m., free before 3 p.m; 
“The Rhythm Room,” second Sunday of every 
month, 8 p.m. 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 


METRIC » AMERICAN FOOTBALL * DRIVE LIKE JEHU 
THE MOUNTAIN GOATS (soL0) * CARLY RAE JEPSEN 
NEON INDIAN + PARQUET COURTS + VINCE STAPLES + BILL CALLAHAN 

KAMASI WASHINGTON + GARDENS & VILLA + THE CAVE SINGERS 
RINGO DEATHSTARR * HAMILTON LEITHAUSER AND PAUL MAROON 
ESCORT * THE THERMALS + LA SERA * MITSKI » CAYUCAS 
PAINTED PALMS + KNEEDELUS « FILM SCHOOL + DIANE COFFEE 
THE SOFT WHITE SIXTIES * GEMS * WILD ONES + BEACON 
ASTRONAUTS, ETC. * HEARTWATCH « PALEHOUND * JOHN MORELAND 
JULIEN BAKER » JOYWAVE » NATASHA KMETO + DJ AARON AXELSEN 





NOISEPOP.COM/2016 
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“Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 
10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 550- 
6994. ‘Sweater Funk," 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703-9751. 
“Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 


BounceSundays. 


TWO SHOWS NIGHTLY - ALL AGES CLUB 


Ste wulte & 
a ia 

401 MASON ST. 

PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 1995! 


THUR, JAN. 7TH - The King of The Blues 


INAVO)N 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY, JAN. 8TH & 9TH 


JOE KROWN TRIO 


W/ WALTER "WOLFMAN" WASHINGTON & RUSSELL BATISTE JR. 


SUN, JAN. 1OTH « Youth filled Classic Blues 
JULES LEYHE 


TUES, JAN. 12TH + An Amalgam of Blues 


BAY CITY BLUES 


OTANI ire. 


WED, JAN. 13TH = Blues Straight From the Soul 


TERRIE ODABI 


iO), GO) 5 Si @i sta (ihe) VAC LY aeloie) 


JANUARY 


774» | D."a%> 1D) . 


WAS Xe) SNe) 
1/15 + 1/16 - KINGFISH 
AVA CANES 


1/19 - CHRIS CAIN + GARY SMITH 
1/20 - DANIEL CASTRO BAND 
1/21- TWO TONE STEINY 


ANDBLUES.COM 


ZX@) MV-WS\@)] SI t= 1 ©), @ ©) =i nl @1 =e (I ho) VA WV nel ol) 


Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

HIP-HOP 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
673-8000. ‘Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., 
free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 
503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs Landol & 
Natural, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


SMOKE N’ MIRRORS, OM RECORDS AND MONARCH PRESENT: 


OLIVIER GIACOMOTTO 


(GET PHYSICAL, DEFINITIVE, NOIR) 
SHINY OBJECTS / LAURA LISBONA 
/ ANTHONY MANSFIELD / DJ M3 


3h 


ON & ON PRESENTS: 


MATTHEW DEKAY 
NADP EAU ININGISIONS) 
RACHEL TORRO 


DINK! (SAN DIEGO/DESERT HEARTS) 
BROSE B2B IWATA, AND BENJAMIN K 


AIRPUSHER PRESENTS: 


SOUL Ube re) (11> fe) fo] .43) 
MARK SLEE / JESSICA STANELL / 
NON AISANIE VANES 


01.16 RAY MANG 01.29 SANTE & SIDNEY 


01.22 SASCHA DIVE CHARLES 
01.23 CHROME SPARKS 01.31 EDDIE C. 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS CONTACT 
IVAN ND ACU MAO] NTN Gl ats O77 


AMAZING HOUR 
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 


LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS. 


MONARCHSF.COM 
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Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 831- 
5620. Ukuladies & Gentlemen, second Sunday 
of every month, 6 p.m., free, https://www. 
facebook.com/ukuladiesngents. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 615- 
0916. Traditional Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 
p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 751- 
1122. Seisitin, 9 p.m. 

JAZZ 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191. 
Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 6 p.m., free; 
Electric Squeezbox Orchestra, 6:30 p.m., $10. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
387-6343. The Klipptones, second Sunday of 
every month, 2 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-8667. Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 
Danny Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 826- 
9287. “Brazil & Beyond," 7 p.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282-3325. 
Salsa Sundays, second and fourth Sunday of 
every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, 
San Francisco, 974-0905. The Flamenco Room, 
1:30 & 8:30 p.m. 

BLUES 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552-6949. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
TheLuxomatics. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666. 
Blues Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, second 
Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 440-7414. Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 
8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 931-7292. Sunday 
Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/swigjam. 

COUNTRY 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 550- 
8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country 
dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., 


$5, sundancesaloon.org. 


MONDAY 11 


ROCK 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco, 954-0777. Damir, 10 p.m. 

DANCE 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., San Francisco, 626-1409. 


“Death Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, 


tahiti 


365 Cleb" 
90355 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT SAN FRANCGCO 
(218) 47¢-(088 | WW eM OSESCLUB COM 


FRIDAY IAM 22 + $25 +21 4 UP 


PRIDE & JOY 


FREDAY JAN 29*S22+*21 & UP 


FOREVERLAND 


THE JEAN GENIES 
FRI FEB 12 & SAT FEB 13+525+21 4 UP 


TAINTED LOVE 


LEF DEPPARD 
PRIDAT FEB 26 * $23 +21 4 UP 


SUPER 
DIAMOND 


THE BUD E. LUV BIG BAND 


POCO SERVICE WVAILATLE OT ALL SPOS + 2 OFINE VIN 

GEMEPL, ADAESOOA LIMES SENT, TO MARBLE OE Cg 
WF UORM-PY. + TICEETS ON UNE WWALMSIS S088 OOM 
DIN@BO'S IS AVAILABLE POR SPECS EVENTS 


AMD PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474 6385 ext 14 
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Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., 
$3-$5, www.deathguild.com. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
241-0202. ‘‘M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),”’ w/ 
DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., 
free, www.motownonmondays.com. 

Oasis: 298 llth St., San Francisco, 985-4442. 
“Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 

ACOUSTIC 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012. 
The Pick Bluegrass Jam, second Monday of 
every month, 6 p.m., free, www.thepicksf. 
com/jam.aspx; Steep Ravine, second Monday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco, 
441-9758. Terry Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/ 
donation, www.terrysavastano.com. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 
8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco, 771- 
5030. ‘Acoustic Bistro,” 7 p.m., free, www. 
kcturnerpresents.com. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666. 
Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 

JAZZ 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet with 
Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. 
Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m.., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 440-7414. City Jazz Instrumental Jam 
Session, 8 p.m. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons 
by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks, www. 


dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 621- 
9294. “Skylarking,” w/ I&l Vibration, 10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/ivibesound. 

BLUES 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. “Bad to the Bone,” blues night with Tom 
Mounsey & guests, Mondays, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 673- 
5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666. 
The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 

POP 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551-5157. 


Joshua Radin Solo Acoustic, 9 p.m., $35-$40. 


TUESDAY 12 


DANCE 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
441-2922. “High Fantasy,’ w/ DJ Myles Cooper, 
drag performances, more, 10 p.m., $5, facebook. 
com/highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Cock Shot," 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco, 626-1409. 
“Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $7-$10, 
sequence-sf.com. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco, 777-1077. “Tutu 
Tuesday,” w/ resident DJ Atish, second Tues- 
day of every month, 9 p.m., $10 ($2 in a tutu 
before 11 p.m.), facebook.com/pages/Tutu-Tues- 
day/110253389062224. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421- 
8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free with 
RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 284- 
9774. “Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
soundpieces. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m., facebook.com/switch.sf. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 931-7292. 
“BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 
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p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 864- 
7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www.facebook. 
com/shelter.sf. 

HIP-HOP 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. “Phat 
Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton Lee, 8 
p.m., free. 

ACOUSTIC 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 751- 
1122. Seisitin, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco, 
552-6066. Craig Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 
second Tuesday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free. 

JAZZ 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552-6949. 
Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
397-5397. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 861- 
5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 
9 p.m., $12-$15, tuesdaynightjump.com. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco, 
525-3485. Hot Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. “Noche Tropical,’ Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., 
free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. “Under- 
ground Nomads," w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, 
Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free 


before 9:30 p.m.), undergroundnomads.com. 
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Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco, 671-8081. “Echale Mas Salsa,” 8 
p.m., free ($10 with salsa lessons), playasf.com. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 872-5160. 
“Tropicana Tuesdays,” w/ rotating DJs The 
Whooligan, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, 
Ras Rican, and Stepwise, 9 p.m., facebook. 
com/TropicanaNight. 

REGGAE 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 387-6455. 
“Bless Up," w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 
p.m., $5, jahwarriorshelter.net. 

BLUES 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
292-2583. Bay City Blues, w/ Chris Cain. Special 
guest guitarist J.C. Smith, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777. The Stan Erhart 
Band, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666. 
G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco, 
525-3485. “Delta Blues Dinner Party,” w/ Bill 
Phillippe, second and fourth Tuesday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m. 

SOUL 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888. “Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, 


9:30 p.m., free, 647-2888. 


WEDNESDAY 13 


ROCK 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 
621-4455. sea knight, w/ Fellow Wolf, Ghost 
Tiger, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551- 
5157. Barry Johnson, w/ Frances Quinlan, 9 
p.m., $15-$17. 

DANCE 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Pussy Party,’ w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, and 
guests, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/pssypartysf. 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964. 
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LARRY FLYNT*'S HUSTLER CLUB PRESENTS 


THE BIG GAME OPENING WEEKEND 


BID 
Tl 
WIN 


on Rare & 
Unique Sports | 


Memorabilia 


provided by 





Partial proceeds will be 
donated to charity 


Official Sponsors 


SAN FRANCISCO 


“ULL 


54 | JANUARY 7-13, 2016 | 


SINGE 1865 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 





_ PURCHASE 


10 


_ RAFFLE TICKETS 


from now until 






January 30th 
to win an 
autographed 
Steph Curry 
Jersey! 


Must be present 
to Win. 


LARRY FLYNT'S 


HUSTLER CLUB. 


SAN FRANCISCO 





THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK music 


“Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas 
Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10, facebook. 
com/bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 339- 
8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20, 
eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 
“Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, www.housepi- 
talitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421- 
8700. “Spotlight Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703-9751. 
“What?,” 7 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
“Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 278-9474. “EQ 
Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., free. 

HIP-HOP 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 
‘Mixtape Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 

ACOUSTIC 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777. Ivor Collins, 10 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. Americano Social Club, second 
Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666. 
Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 

JAZZ 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012. 
Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The 
Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552-6949. 
Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 


cisco, 397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 


7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. 
The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade 
Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 
285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 
7 p.m., $5. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco, 616-6916. Ricardo Scales, Wednes- 
days, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. ‘‘Baobab!,” timba dance party with 
DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621-4434. 
“Latin Lounge,’ Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco, 671-8081. “Bachatalicious,” 7 p.m., 
$5-$10, playasf.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888. “Frigo-International Discotheque,” 
w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, second Wednesday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m.., free. 

BLUES 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
292-2583. Terrie Odabi, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-8667. Big Bones & Chris Siebert, Every 
other Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., free. 

COUNTRY 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 546- 
6300. Cory Morrow, 8 p.m., $12 advance, $15 
at door. 

SOUL 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 284-9774. 
“Smoked Out Soul,” w/ Zebuel & guests, fourth 
and second Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., 
facebook.com/smokedoutsoul. 

JAZZ 

Yoshi's Oakland: 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 


510-238-9200. Tower of Power, 10 p.m., $45 
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PHONES & BONES 


By Dan Savage 


I’m a 45-year-old straight male. Politically and 
socially, I consider myself an ardent feminist. There is 
nothing I enjoy more than giving a woman an orgasm 
or two. I'm very GGG and will cheerfully do whatever 
it takes. Fingers, tongue, cock, vibrator — I'm in. If it 
takes a long time, so much the better. I'm okay with all 
of that. Now and again, though, I really like a quickie, 
a good old-fashioned “Wham, bam, thank you, maam!” 
The only ladies I've found willing to engage in those 
cock-centric acts are sex workers. I’m okay with that, 
too. But the last time I paid for it, with a woman I had 
patronized before, I was just about to slip my cock in 
doggy-style when her phone rang. It was in reach, and 
she picked it up! I hesitated, but she didn’t pull away, 
and in fact pushed back a bit while she answered. I 
figured this was what I came for, so I proceeded. Her 
cavalier attitude toward being fucked from behind 
while having a trivial phone conversation wound up 
being a huge turn-on for me. By the time she finished 
her 20-second call, I was finished as well. I hadn’t come 
that quickly since I was a teen. She laughed that she 
should take calls more often. What kind of beast am I 
that I really enjoyed such utter indifference? Does this 
reveal some dark secret deep in my psyche? How can 
that mesh with my otherwise feminist views? 

Premature Ejaculation Needs Some 
Introspective View Examined 


First, PENSIVE, “enjoys giving women orgasms” 
sets the bar for “ardent feminist” just a bit low. So 
here’s hoping your feminism involves more than 
penetrating a willing partner with your fingers, 
tongue, cock, and whatever vibrators happen to 
be lying around. Because if your feminism doesn’t 
include support for pro-choice policies and candi- 
dates, regular donations to Planned Parenthood, 
backing equal pay for equal work, speaking up 
when other men say shitty/rapey/dehumanizing 
things about women (particularly when there isn’t 
a woman in the room whose pussy you want to lick 
until you come, because feminism!) — and more — 
then you're not a feminist, ardent or otherwise. 

Moving on... Why did it turn you on when the 
sex worker took a call during your session? Because 
it did. Turn-ons are subjective and mysterious. 
People who are curious about their turn-ons have 
to start with “this turns me on” and work back- 
ward from there. And to figure out why a particular 
fabric/adornment/attitude/scenario arouses us, 
we use the only tools available to us — guesswork 
and self-serving rationalizations — to invent a 
backstory that makes some sort of logical sense, 
and then we apply it to something (kinks, turn- 
ons, orgasms) that really defies logic. 

So, PENSIVE, if I were to hazard some guess- 
work on your behalf, I'd probably go with this: Be- 
ing treated with passive contempt by someone that 
you are supposed to be wielding power over (the 
woman you're fucking, a sex worker you've hired) 
— being subtly humiliated and mildly degraded by 
that woman — taps a vein of eroticized self-hatred 
that makes you come quickly and come hard. 

And while that’s wonderful for you, PENSIVE, 
it isn’t proof you're a feminist. 


I'ma 29-year-old gay trans man. On female hor- 
mones, I took a long time to come and usually wouldn't 
come at all. I always enjoyed sex; I just wasn't focused 
on coming. My partners would or wouldn't, depending 
on their preferences. Since starting testosterone a few 
years ago, I now come quickly and easily. (Sometimes 
too quickly and easily.) My problem is that after I come, 
like most men, I'm done with sex. And the stronger the 
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orgasm, the truer this is. A while ago, after a really fun 
time, I woke to find that I'd accidentally fallen asleep 
and left my longtime hookup buddy to fend for himself. 

Other times, I'm just tired and/or turned off. I definite- 
ly don’t want anyone inside me (it hurts), and while I’ve 
tried mustering enthusiasm for blowjobs, hand jobs, 
etc., my attempts come across as pretty tepid. So in the 
context of both ongoing relationships of various sorts 
and hookups, what's the etiquette? I’ve found myself 
just avoiding things that'll push me to come, because I 
don’t want to be rude. And since I’ve always enjoyed sex 
without orgasms, this doesn’t bother me mostly. But 
once in a while, I would like to come. How can I do this 
and still take care of the other guy? 

Not Good At Sexy Abbreviations 


Use your words, NGASA: “Tf it’s not a problem, 
I'd rather come after you do — my refractory period 
kicks in hard when I come and, like other men, I 
briefly lose interest in sex. On top of that, I’m a ter- 
rible actor. So let’s make you come first or let’s try 
to come at the same time, okay?” 


My wife and I are bisexual — we're aman and wom- 
an — and we've been tiptoeing right up to the edge of 
organizing a threesome or swap through 3nder. But we 
haven't gone through with it yet — too many flakes and 
fakes. But we have no complaints — just contemplating 
a threesome has put amazing energy back into our sex 
life. Is there a name for the explosive sex you have with 
your longtime partner when youre anticipating a group 
scene or threesome? If not, can we suggest the neolo- 
gism “presome”? Rhymes with threesome! 


Married With Anticipated High Jinks 


The phenomenon you describe — the insanely 
hot sex a couple has before a threesome or other 
sexual adventure — has been noted by sex re- 
searchers and couples counselors. Dr. Margie Nich- 
ols, a psychologist and sex therapist, told the New 
York Times she frequently urges the non-kinky 
couples she sees to emulate kinky couples. “Kinky 
couples plan sex,” Nichols told Amy Sohn, “and sim- 
mer for days in advance.” 

Many couples in the planning stages of a three- 
some do a lot more than simmer: Like you and the 
wife, MWAH, they find themselves having hot 
twosomes in anticipation of the impending (and 
hopefully hot) threesome. I think “presome’ is a 
wonder term to describe that kind of sex — I’m of- 
ficially endorsing your proposed neologism — but 
I don’t think it works as well for four-way swaps, 
group sex, BDSM play parties, etc., because it obvi- 
ously rhymes with/riffs on “threesome.” But it’s an 
excellent term to describe the situation you and the 
wife are in. 

To describe the sex you'll have in the wake of 
your first successful threesome, I would propose 
the term “postsome.” 


I thought your advice to SCRAPE, the guy whose 
penis was suffering due to his girlfriend’s shaved-but- 
stubbly labia, was spot-on — except in regards to wax- 
ing. As both a former professional waxer and a woman 
with very coarse pubic hair, I hope you don’t mind if I 
correct you: Waxed hair does not grow back as prickly 
as shaved hair. The hair follicle tapers from its root. 
When shaved, it is cut straight across at its thickest 
point. The hair, as it grows, continues to grow from 
there. When waxed, the hair is removed at its root, and 
a new hair will grow intact, with the softer taper. I can- 
not shave without extreme discomfort during regrowth 
(like needles in my undies!). SCRAPE's girlfriend's post- 
wax stubble may still be too uncomfortable for him, but 
it will doubtless be an improvement. Honestly, I'd be 
amazed if she’s not currently in more pain than he is! 

Smooth Moves 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 
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Grand Opening 
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Health 
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Full Body Massage 
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QUEENS 


HEALTH CENTER 


MASSAGE 
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ADULT SERVICES 


ly SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great 
Massage, 
Call Ally 
at 650-630-3815 


TUTE UEC 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 


*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 or 


WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 
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Bi - Black & Masculine 

First Timers Welcome 

Very discreet, friendly & clean. 
Well-endowed, with a Nice Round 
Butt! Incalls/Outcalls. 

Call Cedric (510) 776-5945 


BUSINESS OPPOR 


WANTS TO purchase minerals 
and other oil & gas interests. Send 
details to PO. Box 13557, Denver, 
CO 80201 





FICTICIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0368039-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 





Vandasiam Sushi, 1560 Fillmore 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94115, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Bilguun Baysgalan, 306 Arguello 
Blvd., #6, San Francisco, CA 94118 
The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 


transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 10/14/2015 

| declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Bilguun Baysbalan 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
November 24, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 

it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/17, 12/24, 12/31, 1/7/16 
CNS-2824095# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0368184-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 

The Little Petunia, 27-A Walter St., 
San Francisco, CA 94114, County of 
San Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Stephanie Hughes, 27-A Walter St., 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 9/15 

| declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Stephanie Hughes 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 4, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/17, 12/24, 12/31, 1/7/16 
CNS-2824086# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0368349-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 

Foster Health Care Consulting, 
950 Duncan St., 104E, San Francisco, 
CA 94131, County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Rebecca L. Foster, 950 Duncan St., 
104E, San Francisco, CA 94131 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 12/15/2015 

| declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Rebecca L. Foster 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 15, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 

it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/24, 12/31, 1/7, 1/14/16 
CNS-2827573# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-036851 1-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 

San Francisco Pet Behavior 
Consulting, 236 West Portal Ave 
#455, SF, CA 94127, County of San 
Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Keely Commins Enna, 56 Rossmoor 
Drive, San Francisco, CA 94132 

The business is conducted by: An 
Individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 12/10/2015 

| declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Keely Commins Enna, DVM 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 23, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/31, 1/7, 1/14, 1/21/16 
CNS-2829759# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


HELP WANTED 





Tax Professional/CPA: Delagnes, 
Mitchell & Linder, LLP in San 
Francisco, CA. Tax preparation and 
financial advising. MS/MA plus 

CPA required. Mail resume to 300 
Montgomery St, Suite 1050, CA 
94104, or email jferris@dmlcpa.com 


THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rockley 
Road, Houston, 

Texas 77099. Train for a new career. 
*Underwater Welder. Commercial 
Diver. *NDT/Weld Inspector. Job 
Placement Assistance. Financial 
Aid avail for those who qualify 
1.800.321.0298 


MUSIC LESSONS 





Lap Steel Guitar Lessons 





Alexa (415) 410-9042 


TRAVEL 





SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES, 
INC. 


West Maui's 
Affordable Condos. 


1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 


1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 





PHOTOJOURNALIST INTERNSHIP 


FULL-TIME, SPRING SEMESTER 2016 (JANUARY - JUNE) 


San Francisco Media Co. is looking for energetic and dedicated 
individuals with a creative eye for news photography to fill two 


photojournalist intern positions for the fall. 


REQUIREMENTS: Candidates must have a digital SLR and know the 
basics of Photoshop. Equipment should include: at least one wide 
angle and one zoom lens. 


SALARY: Must be enrolled in 
an accredited school offering 


internship credit. 


APPLY: Email Photo Editor 


Mike Koozmin at 


mkoozmin@sfexaminer.com 
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MOM’S BODY SHOP 
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% 420MD.ORG 
Oakland 

27633 Telegrapt Ave. #109 
(510) 832-5000 

Berkeley 1OAM-6PM : 


2558 Telegraph Ave OPEN 7 DAYS | 
(510) 204-9999 
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